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^ THE, 



EDITOR TO THE READER^ 



IT is a, popular ^rqproch ufually caft up-; 
on Writers in morallity , and perfwaders 

to devotion , that while they with jpom- 
pous wprds reprefent vertue as a fumcient 
reward to her lelf , and exhort to the con- 
temt of Glory ; they prefix tlieir names to 
their labors , and mdkc the Title-page a con- 
futation of the Book that follows it. 

Our Author has effectually averted this ob- 
jeAion , having bin fofarfromfeekinganame 
from others , as not to have left a poflibility 
for the difcovery of his own : but like the ri- 
ver Nilus , that gives fertility and blefling 
whcrefoe're he pafles , hides his head ; and per- 
mits himfelf to be only known in the benefit 
which he dilpenfes. 

By what methods the other moft ufeful 
works of this excellent Author have floln 
themfelves into the world , I am not enabled 
to relate but having bin made a party to the 
publication of this prefent , it may be exped- 
ed that I render fome account thereof. For 
altho the curiofity of enquiring into that 
which is induftrioufly conceled, be fuch a rude- 
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The Editor 



nefs> and injuftice alfo, as by no means de- 
ferves to be incouiraged; yetwhereabenifits 
has bin received, for thofc who are obhg'dto 
defire to acquaint themfelves with the Perfon 
unto whom they Hand indebted, that they 
may pay a refpecl at leaft , if they can reach 
at no more equal retribution , this has fuch a 
pretence to gratitude , as may juftly demand 
to be confidered. And it will be fome fatis- 
faftion to the ingenious enquirer , that tho 
he have not informed himfeliin the particu- 
lars which he defires , he has not bin defici- 
ent in the requeil , and knows as much as is 
poffible. 

. The Reader therefore may pleafe to undcr- 
ftand , that fomwhat more then two months 
fmce, I received a Letter , accompanied with a 
roll of Papers , opening the which , I found it 
was written by a liand which I was utterly a 
ftranger to , and that had no name fubfcribed , 
the purport whereof was 4S follow s, 

T He general report of your candor ferfajades 
me you will not rejeB an addrefs tho from 
an unknown hand^ which encourages me to the 
fending thefe Tapers to you , with a defire you 
would pleafe to perufe them , and commit them 
either to the Trefs or the Fire as you find them 
worthy. I fhall not need to tell you who I am , 
for ifmyfuit be accepted^ I have what I defire 

with' 
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T9 the Reader. 



^tthwt it : if it be not ^ Hi^tifjf intereft ym jhouU 
not know who ^tis that has thus importuridym. 
Tour Charity I ajfure tnyfelfwill at a venture 
far don 

Sir, 

Your humble Servant. 

Twill be fuperfluous to fay how much I was 
furpriz'd with this fo unuftfal addrefs , how 
much afFefted with the fingular modefty and 
humility which it expreft : and after all how 
much tranfported upon viewing the Tre^fu re, 
which was thus as trom the Clouds dropt into 
my hands^ Nor was I long to detcrmin which 
ojt the two waies of difpofal propofed unto me , 
was to be made ufe of: ismd indeed I fhould 
much fooner have performed my truft , and 
taken care that this excellent Ttaft had im- 
mediatly feen the light , had it not bin needful 
to tranicribe the whole, before it could fafely 
be committed to the Prefs. 

This I mention not only to excufe the delay 
of the Edition , but more efpecially to beg a 
pardon for the mifadventures of it. It being 
not eafie in a written Copy, where a recourse 
is not to be had unto the Author, to doliim 
juftice , and avoid faileurs and miftakcs : which 
in the prefent inftance was the more hazard- 
ous , in that every departure from the Authors 
inimitable pattern, would certainly be for 
the worfe. 
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To the Reader. 



But Excufe and complement are any where 
a very infipid foolifli thing , and moft into- 
lerable in a ferious concern : I fliall not there- 
fore fay ought that looks that way , only offer 
a Ihort requeft , which I fuppofe will be equally 
in the behalf of the Author of this Trad: , the 
Editor , and the Reader of it. Which is, 
that whoever takes this Book in hand, would 
ferioufly confider i# , and doing Ip , receive 
the infinite benifits' of uniform vertue , and 
finccre piety , the documents whereof are 
here with all poflible advantages proposed: 
and thereby give tlie Author that greatefl 
of Bleffings , the being an inftrument to the 
eternal happinefs of fouls : and as to us who 
deal in the affair of Printing, afford fome ihare 
in this moft defireable event , abfolving us from 
the charge of having don mifchief , inftead 
of fervice to the world. For , to fay the truth , 
no book is fo fatally deftruftive as that which 
convinces of duty , but fails of perfwading 
to it. But if the be ft books can do harm , 'twitl 
certainly be difficult to make a plea for the 
multitudes of a contrary kind , which now 
elpecially ufurp upon the Age. 
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preface; 

T'HQ the fmdnefs cfthis traS vUl 
Jiarce jiiftijie the fdemnitj of n 
Preface ; jet remembring 'tis de- 
JigiiA for thofi who are accaBomed to Cere-- 
monious ^ddrejfes , I think, it not heft is 
apfroch them too abruply. Ar>A indeed 
hefides theCitiilify , there feeirn^ fame ufe ojf 
it in order, to tity de/tgn. Tdadvi/e, or re- 
ftve, is Jo ttngratefd an office , that he that 
undertakes it , bad need nfe all freviotii 

*rts 



ThcPrdacc 

rrts t:* TinMcMf tbefincrritj of bis furpofi , 
Vir* :o C!>HZ-inu tbfffrjbft dAmotnjhed , that 
Us tteitber Jplten nor frejmdicey but the 
mjfi rtjJ exitba-ant kindttefs which promts 
Urn to inpicl thefi wounds of a friend , 
Frorv. 27. 6, and that he is never lefi an 
memy , thed when he thus tells them the 
xath , Gal. 4. 16. therefore , tho they 
nay in the enjhing leatJes meet with Jome 
things which may bai'e a/hew offeveritjy 
fet let me ajfure my Reader , they have itu 
ieed a defign of the greateft firvice , by cor-. 
^eBing the extravagance ofjbme , to refcue 
\be whole Sex , as from the contagion of the 
ixample,/b from the community of the blame. 
Forfach is either the inadvertence j or ma^ 
ice of a great part of mankind , that ( a- 
lainft all Rules ofDifiour/e) they deduce 
7 enerals from particulars y makf every 
mman fo far an Eve y that her depra^ 
'jation /hall forfeit her whole l^nd; and 
\efaufe there are fodifh and fcandaloui 
*vV women 



The Prtftcc 

women , mlt-fiarce dlUw there are at^ otker. 
The truth is , the Error fiem^ mmmy 
Ji4en to be affeBed; theyfrofofi ta themfebves 
unworthyends on JVcmen, &^ make all their 
ohfervationy wholly in order ta thefi. He 
that is upon a hafipurjuit , takes: partimlar 
notice of all that he thinks for his tmrn^ the 
refi fall not within hit Sphere: and^tis 
too probable he is fa abundantly fitpplied for 
that dbfalute confideration that he never de- 
fiends to the comparative. Nay , perhaps 
there may be yet a deeper Ori^al of the 
fcandal: the fVorld is much governed by efii- 
mation : and as j4pplaufe encourages and 
exalts , Jo an«niver/al Contemt debafis and 
dejeBs the Spirit. If it can once pafs into 
a Maxim y thatWomen are fuch filly or vicu 
ous Creatures , it may put fair for the maktag 
them fa indeed. Themfelves may imbibe the 
common Opinion , charge all their Perfanal 
Faults on their Sex , think that they do but 
their lijnd , when indeed they moft contradiB 

b it^ 





ity smL no more s^ire ti> smy thiiig worthy 
then s flMV c^n fretend ta the ExteUenciei 
of an Angd. AnJL Meed tku feetmes to hi 
the fraaicM mfereme offime ffomen , vbc 
€omld ksrdlj have de/tended to/hfbDiJbo- 
nosnrs , bad tbey not before been as 'die in 
tberr own E'us y as tbe\ haze afterwards 
rendred tben^ves m otbers. 

It may therefore mfoft this ascomit be a 
neeefftry Charity to the Sex > to acquaint 
them with their own P^'alae , animate them to 
fbme higher thomgbts of tbemfilies y not to 
jield their Suffrage to tboje ininrions Efii- 
mates the IVorld bath made of tbem , and 
from afuffofed Incapacity cf Nobler things^ 
to negleB the fur f nit of tbem^ from which 
God and Nature have no more precluded 
the Feminine , than the Jtdafeuline fart of 
Adankind, 

In reference to Secular Confiderations y 
their advantages are moft important ^ Wo- 
men barve a 'very powerful influence upon' 

all 



The Prcftcc. 

all forts ofTranfaBions intheWbrld: the 
^ffgaging of the Delilah, i and plowing with 
the Heifer y fftdg. 14. and 16. being ever 
thefurefi way to undermine the Counfels , ^ 
mafier the Force of the flouteft Samfbn. 
y^nd accordingly Hiftories of all k^nds af. 
jure m that the Gyneceum has Bill had a 
Rival Suffrage with the Senate. I might 
urge the more regular Powers which apper- 
tain unto that Sex : that all mankind is the 
\Pupil and Difciple of Female-Inftitution: 
the Daughters till they write Women , and 
the Sons till the firft fiven years be faB ^ 
the time when the. mind is moB duBile , and 
frepard to receive imfreffion , being wholly 
in the Care and ConduB oftheAiother.And 
whereni/s 'tisobfirvd by Ariftotle in his Po^ 

UticSi,-^( '^^^ ^^ ^ P^^^f ^f ^^ i^i^g ^ IVife , 
m/s he wuK a Learned Man ) that the Efiate 
of Republics entirely hang on private Fa^ 
milies\f thilittle Monarchies both compofing 
and' gkm^ La^ it^tif the ^eat ; 'tis evu 
V > b % dent 




iei^ tvMt thf aiJfDfd of fsmSks sad all 
domepU Caw^re thtrnm /irf tiuji} an the 
Wwe ; TSfhen t: the fuee Aiiftodc detUres , 
that the ofanam KfrwJtbfiMtadaig their 
re/uf) addrefj to Ewqire hj their ^^^ ^ >*- 
Z<^fy* IndKfiij,ajui militjry I'ertMe , fould 
haze hmt laif a Hafpnefi , asftditJgM the 
fan of their Jf^ves. Bat ira'vifig thefe re- 
ftwyni , Ifhalifx milj outhe Perfmal Ac- 
comfitfhmatts of the Sex , attd fetdiarlj 
*hat vbitb » tbemofifrindpUEnthwrnent 
of the Ratioaal Satme^ I mean their nnder- 
fianding. Where fir ft it vill be a little bard 
t9frouo»»cey that they are »atMral ly iitfefi- 
ortomen; vhen tii confidered hovftiMtbof 
extrinfic vsight is ptt in the baQame to turn 
it on the Adensfide, Aden have their parts 
cultivated and improved bj Education^ re* 
fined and fi*btili:^ed by Learning andudrts , 
are Itke an indofed -piece of a Common , yifbich 
by Jndaftry Qf Hushartdrj becomes a diffe- 
rent thing from the refit iho the natural Turf 

m»nit 
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ewnd no/uch imqualitj. An^ truly had 
Women the fame Advantage , / dare not 
/ay hut they w(mld make as good. returns of 
it; Jorne of thofi few thaf harve bin tried ^ 
haife bin eminent it^ fiver alfitrts of Leam^ 
ing. STo omit tke modern inftancesy Theano 
afier tM death jf Vyth^gor as \ept up his 
School y [ SqcnittSi.adpfeJjes himfilf to hdue 
bin .ffffiruBed pot jonlj iff Rhetoric by Afpa?- 
tia , huf.eHJen i^jheMibefi Points of Phi- 
lojbfh^lfy . Diotim^i; %he Roman Storj in^ 
forms m of th]B deef mfdom 0/ Tanaquil ■■, 
CprneHa, Livi^j./df^/} by others. And 
were '^^furetheysv^id have battajl totkeht 
fads , ha%e humility enough to poife them Or 
gainB'the. vanity of Learning , I fee not 
vfhj tkef might: p^^more frequently be hu 
trufiid ^h it ;fof. ^f they could be fecured 
^g*fif*fi- this weidf-dofibtlefs the foil is rich 
enough fo hear 4'\sp(3^:$rof. But not to op-- 
fofi ^ received r^injtQi(^i let itbe admitted ^ 
th4t infAffS, (^ ,tkfir intelieBs they arc 

below. 



ket'.T mn : vt jv^t r* tsf jH'iimesi pat 

/Wr 4 DifTsiy»i , ^^ js csrshk of infim 
i^atit:ide. Tljt/ptntaui £iknu , tbitt ra 
ff Drzimt^ ^mns k& difiinoipn ff Sexes ^ fi 
that tn ihm fenfe aJjo , tkjt yffborifm of the 
Afi^t b^df goody there is neither Male 
flor Fen:>a!e, bar all are one, Gid. 3^. 28. 
jind fure tbtsistbeometrjinfcendent-ExteU 
■UfKj^ of Human Nature. Far dm , v^bat 
fodue can comfardtiz'eh be Jet ufunoBftther 
Qualtficationf y vbkb viilfotstJy lesve us 
hut like the Beafts that ferijb. And this , 
M it is the bigheft pitch of their worth , Jo it 
is[thejafeft fubje^of their CotrtemfUtions : 
Other Krfowtedg,M the Apoftiejpeaksyt Cor, 

^*i. may ptiff ap , this only will edi%. 

As therefore wheri "we would fride our 

fehesj weufe not to boi^ our meaner , but 

our beft tpMltttes : Jo^ let me filickir Lddies 
'to-be fofuft to themfehe^^m not ioiid^ their 

'•'•'• - own 
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«w»>» mefures hy any thing below this. Wh^ 
Jhould they takejblow a levflofGreafnefi^ 
a§ to 'value thgrnfilves upm a title which is, 
hut a bigger hlaft of air , when they mayde^. 
rive their defcent from above the Stars ^ 
daim cognation with Divinity ? IVhy /hoMd 
they dote on thefiBitious image of a ferha^^. 
mrefiBitious heaut^r^hich their glafs fre* . 
fmts them y when they need, hut l$o^ inwayd, 
to fee an infinitely faker Idea^ an emotnation 
of the eternal Brightnefs ? Indeed did the^ 
make ajuft eflimate of themfilvesinthisre^ 
IpeBj it would Qverwh'elfft the vanity of thoje 
inferior things wherein they, now have fitch' 
tomflacency , nor would they fuffer their . 
nobler fart to he affronted by the mtetff^l 
competition of their meaner. 

But there is alfo another confiquent' 
which would fow from that eBeem j they, 
would folicitoujly frofirve what they p.hi^^. 
h T*'*<^ > ** If^i^^ natural for . m to fro^or^ 
tion our care to our val^ue, Th^ ^otMhe^ 

jealoufly 
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jealoufy 'vigilant againft every things , that 
might ecliffe the radiancy or contaminate 
the purity of their Jottls. *Twas the advice of 
a Heathen moraliH , Revere thy felf j and 
^twM very wholfom council :for next our due 
veneration to God , a reverence to ourfelves 
k the mofi fevere controler of all exorbitan- 
cies. How can a foul that remembers its ce-^ 
kfiial extraBion , wallow it filf in the mire , 
fioof to any for did degeneromfraBices ? 'Tis 
/aid (T/'Themiftocles , that feeing once a rich 
booty about the dead corpfes of his enimies , he 
toucht it not , hut pointing to another , faid , 
^akfi thou thatyfor thou art notThemiftoclesj 
If then a little military fame could fo elevate 
his thoughts , ^tis a fhame that any who car- 
ry an immortal (pirit about them , fhould 
not be raifed above all the contemtihle 
baits of this fuhlunary World. JVhy JhoM 
they not with the lik§ difdain turn over all 
ftnjkal inordinames to meer Animals , and 
creatures that have no higher principle then 

that 
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that offinfi , ^hilfijhemfehes fbar ttf to 
thofi more fablimated plefures , which 
are at God's right Hand for evermore , 
Pfal. i6. 11, 

tVe may therefore conclude ^th at whatever 
'vicious impotence Women are under , it is ac- 
quiredynot natural^^^or derived from any iL 
liberality of Gods , but from the illmanagery 
of his bounty. He has f laced mthin them 
a Pillar of Cloud and Fire , fufficpentto/hel- 
ter and conduB them thro all the fiorms , 
all the intricacies that can occur in their 
journey to C2iXi2i,2siy if they mil for^t that 
more intrinfic part of their being , live as if 
they were alLbody , rejeB the Manna, and 
rave after the ^Huails, that deftruBion which 
will thereby be induced , they muft own to 
ff ring from themfelves. Let them not charge 
God fooli/hly , or thinkjhat by making them 
women , he necejjttated them to be proud , or 
wanton , vain, orpeevj/h ; fince 'tismanifeft 
he made thenkto better purpo/es, wMmipdr' 

€ tial 
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tial to the other Sex , but that having as the 
Prophet /peaks y abundance of fpirit , Alal. 
2. he equally dijpencd it, and gave the 
feebleft woman as large and capacious a foul 
Oi that of the Greateft Heroe. 

Naygive me leave to Jay farther y that as 
to an Eternal well bemg , he feems to have 
placed them in more advantagious circum- 
ftances then he has don men. He hai implan- 
ted in themjbm native propenfions , <:i>hich(as 
I/hall hereafter have occafion to ohferve ) do 
much facilitate the operations of Grace upon 
them. Bejides , there are many temtations to 
which men are expo fed , that are out of their 
road. How hard is it for a man to converfe in 
the World , but hefhall he importurid to de- 
bauchery and excefs , mufl forfeit hisjbbriety 
to maintain the reputation of ajbciale Per- 
fin ? Again , how liable are they by a promif- 
cuous converfation among variety of humors , 
to meet with affronts , which the Maxims of 
Honor will tell them , muH ( in J^ght of all 

Chrifi's 
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Chrift's inter dtBs ) he revengd ? ^nd this 
engages them in ^[uarrelsyfomtimes inAdur- 
ders. Now none of thefe are incident to wo- 
men : thej muft in thefe andfom other infian- 
ces attaque temtation yzmlently ravi/h guilt, 
^ abandon their SeXj the whole Oeconomy of 
their eflate , ere they candivefi themfelves of 
their innocency. So that Godfeems in many 
farticuldrs to have clofelier fenced them in , 
and not left them to thofe wilder excurjtonsy 
for which the cuBomary liberties of the other 
Sex afford a more of en way. Infhortjthey ha- 
ve Jo many advantages towards p^ertu , that 
tho the Fhilofofher made it one of his folemn 
acknowledgments to God , that he had made 
him a man , not a woman : yet I thinkj^hri^ 
ftian women have now reafon enough to in- 
vert that form-, and to thanJ^Godthathe 
made them women, and not men. 

But we know advantages which are only 
in /peculation , are look} on with fom diffi-^ 
dence , till there have bin/dm fraBical exfe- 

€ z riment 
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riment made of them ; I /hall therefore evi- 
dence the problem by demonjiration , and in- 
fiance ; defiring my Readers to mefure the 
foJJibiUttes of their arriving to eminent de- 
grees 'ofyertu^Qf Piety^by what others ha-ve 
attained to. I Jhall not fetch examples ofAio^ 
ralitj from heathen jVomenJ)ecaufe lam now 
upon an higher ftrain ; (jet manj fitch might 
be brought to the reproch of many Women,. 
^hopretMing to more, fall infinitly Jhort 
of that:) 'tis Chrifiian yertue that lam now 
recommending , and which has bin eminently 
exthiplified in many of their Sex. How many 
IVomeh do i»e read of in the GoJpel,who in all 
the difiies ofaffiduous attendance on Chrifl , 
liberalities of lot) e and reJpeB, nay even in 
;^eal and courage ,furpaffed even the u^pofttes 
themfel'Vfis ? We find his Crop fitrrounded , 
his Pajjion celebrated by the avowed tears 
and lamentations of devout women, when the 
moBfitnguine of his Difiiples had denied,yea 
forppore , and all hadforfaken him. Nay , 

^en 
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evenDeath it filf coM not extingui^^iihtir 
love y ^e find the detout Maries d'ef^^ 
a laborious , chargeable and ferhafs haR^dr-* 
dous reJfeB to his Corfs. And accordingly^^ 
'tis a memorable atteftation Chrift gi'ves f& 
their Piety , by making them the fir fl mtnejfgi' 
of his ReJifrreBion , the p'ime E'vangelifts t& 
Proclame thofeglad Tidings jQ^ as aLearned., 
manjpeaks; Afofttes to the Afoflles . Nor 
is the devotion of that Sex to be found oniyiif 
t he f acred Records j the Primitive times ha*o» 
left us many memorials of the li^e, and the 
Adartyrologies are full of Female fitfferers of 
all ages and conditions , who by the fervor of 
their Zeal had overcome the timoroufnefs of 
their Nature ^and wearied the cruelty of their 
Perfecutors.And mJVomen helpt to augment 
the number of Martyrs ^fo did they ofQonfep 
fors alfi , in a flout owning^, and diligehtpra^ 
Bice of Chriflidnity. Queens and Em^reffes.. 
knew then no Title fb Gloriot^ as ihdt^M' 
nmjing Mother to the Churthy hai}ey)pM: 

exchan^ 
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a 

^uckjil addrefs , to ferjwade them to ajuBet 
f^mate of their own worth. And if what 
^as bin /aid to that end may have any effeB , 
J-Jhall not defire a better Preparation to the 
enfring 'TraB ^ fince jhe that duly amfiders 
her own capacity of Eternal Blifi ,. and 
mthall , the poffibilitj ofasendle/s a Mifirj, 
^cording as Jhe performs or negleBs the 
{hi^eral Parts ofpfftjywill Jure need no 
4>tber incentive to the diligent Furfuit of it. 
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' T is now many years fincc an Addrefs 
was made to the Gentry of this Nation, 
to perfwade them to that Vertue which 
- would be both their Pleafure and Re- 
wand. I cannot, I confefs, boaft anyfuchEf- 
ie& of that, as ihould much infpirit the hopes 
of a new Attcmt; yet fince wefeeinourpro- 
per fecular Concerns , Defeats do many times 
animate no lefs then Succefs , I know not why 
in this more charitable DeHgn I ihould nt 
down difc9uraged. Men ufuklly raife not 
A aSiegp 
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a Siege upon the firft repulfe , but reinforce 
their Batteries , oBfervc Tmorc cnriooffy which 
are the moft ailailablc , acceflible parts , and 
accordingly difpoie their Aflautt : it will then 
be no unreafonable imitation in the prefeni: 
cafe y if after afuccefleis Attemt upon the more 
impregnable MafcaHoe part of the Gentry , 
I now affay the Feminine , whofe native 
Sofrnefs and Gendenefs may render them 
lefs apt for that refiftance of good Coun- 
fet, wherein too many men place their Gal- 
lantry. 

X. I prefume thofe to whom that little Traft 
was at firft defign'd , will be fo willing to relin- 
quifh their Title, that I might without impu- 
tation of Robbery , exchange my Patrons , 
and by a new Dedication fuperfede the labor 
of a new Book. And indeed , fmce what was 
there faid was founded more on the diftinftion 
of Qualities then of Sex , there would not need 
many razures to render it as proper for the one 
as the other ; and I ihall take fo inuch advan- 
tage of it , as to aflure the Female Gentry, that 
they may there finde much of the Duty incum- 
bent oh them , in refpeft of that Rank and 
Condition they hold in the World ; and there- 
foti, thb I ftiall fomtimes make feme reflexi- 
ons 6n it ; yet as to the main , Ifhallthink it 
the "c^ircil courfe', as well for them as my felf, 

to dh^aft them thit^^ 

3. fift\ it ffliy ffecm to have to much of 
' * ' the 
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the Pedant^ to entertain iiew Scholars only 
with the caft or naufe^ted karning pfth^old:; 
and when I remember I >yrite to Ladie^ >, wto 
life to think the newnefs ipf apy thing ja, cpni^- 
derable Addition to its Vfdue; I cpncej^Vi?. my 
felf oblig'd as well in Civillity to tjjj/eir hgmor , 
as charity to their needs , to give then> fome- 
thing which they may own as their pecijiiar. 
And to tender ittiiemore^paUenqhk/i liliaU 
affix it to their Sex;, a^d'^iake itche'^ubjed 
of my pcefent inquiiltie^:; .what in ,rej^f<^ of 
that are the proper and diftind QbligapL^ns; 
under wbj^h;by the affignment of .God. and 

Nature,,- ; ifcyi ^^^ V^mir. . r . . r ■■':, . ., 

-: 4. ir H<rj?i.$ii^^PJ?\igatjpn %o Moral and 

Chrifli^oyertiues is in^ij^/ejf uniyerfal^ and 

jjiot co^Vkd^t^ iaySQf.,erV^nqa , is.nottobe 

'deiiiied b^ > : ^^ in ]M^iAaA,Ppn(iit\i|:ions there 

are oftf ^ Pr-ecfpts., whiclv( dip iiot-€wcl\iiiv>e 

of any^f,:^ [ypx ) morc.pflculiarjLy andcawient-. 

ly kv^fftt f^me partLcuiaf Rapk qrJOj^aer.of 

Men ;- ft) in^jiijjjLaws pf Qo4. ^ndNa^rg*,^ ji^re 

.appe^Kitl^S J^^, diftiti<ftk>|r, ,thi|:,iAill-wifQ 

C.reat65ktebR4k^ p*>t;p^uUax.ProgFJeti^ and 

inclinations into his Creatures , hatji -^.ccord- 
ingly ( dftfign'd f heit a<^u^g r^nd; ii]m.roy ing 
them; i.^d-fMK>vimmhM^ ,'>^hicti ^ijaf^ri i»pt 
in fpe«i#fe*?/i9gPI>fef. 'Cherxp^tiety-mavlee^i 
lefsj- ;y«ti ^shfi.?Gtifi ftilt^ e!ftovgh^t^:;iteund:(omc 
-diyci&ly! ,v fjifih^r; in th^lsiU^ or degree; ot .duty. 

tFfe*;<\tte iilfk^^QmAa^'M in jrjja&paarjrtoil^ 

: / " A i cautibtc 



THE LADIES CALUNG. Part. I. 



caxmofi grren to the Jcets . noc to coofound 
tbc habit of the fevcril Sexes : Dnt. ii- j. 
afkl yet more cleady enlaced in the Precept 
which the Apoftks addfe& to wo-gen. \Tm. 
%. and I ?^. ^. Nav. this is lb granted a 
Truth , that all Ages and NarioRS have made 
ibme difiin^non between Mafoiiiae & Femi- 
nine Vertacs , Nature having not only giveii 
a diftin&on as to die Beauties ot their out- 
ward Form , but alio in their very mold and 
conflitation implanced peculiar a\ptnel?cs and 
Proprieties of Mind , which accordingly va- 
ry die Mcfure of Decency ; that being come- 
ly for the one Sex which often is net { at leaft 
in the lame degree) for the other .•■ It will 
therefore be no abfurd atterat , to- decipher 
thole Excellencies, which are the ^^fkineartd 
proper ornaments of Women : ^^^cb^dio in 
ibm inftances they may perhaps pfov^ coinci- 
dent with thofe of Men ; yet even thofc which 
are edually inclufive of both ,• by tht Divine 
command may have fom additional^ weight 
on the Female fide , in refpeft of Decency, 
Fame , or fome odier ( not despicable) confi- 
deration. . i. en )Mj^r 

f. For the better dircfting Our-prcfcrit 
Inquifition , it will be mod regular , firft to in- 
quire what thofe Vertues are whidi'iaFC uni- 
vcrfally neceflary to Women in dl Ages arid 
circumftances of their lives : fuch which , like 
the firft matter , are j^erequir'd f«t all* forms ; 

which 
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which , like a firm and folid Bafis , muft fupport 
all various Events , all changes of their Condi- 
tion or Relations. And fecondly, we ihaU 
confider them in thofe changes ; track them 
thto the feveral Stages and Periods of Life , 
thro thofe feveral States which create the mofl 
cohfiderable mutations to them ; and in each 
of thofe confider what are the new and pro- 
portionate Acceffions of Duty, 

^, A s in the outward Accommodations of 
X.ife , the things of mofl: daily and indifpenfa- 
h\c ufe deferve the grcatefl Value ; fo m Moral 
or Divine Endowments , the benefit of poflef- 
iing is befl mefured by the mifery of wanting 
them* -This firfl rank therefore ofFemale Vet- 
tacs ORTliich we are to treat of , will have that to 
repbrnmend tliem ; they being fo flriftly ne- 
ccflary , that their abfence is not only a priva- 
tive illy but alfo expofes to a deluge of all 
"poiicive mifchiefs confequent to that priva- 
tion; 

:^^7- This will be found true in all the feve- 
x^fs we are to pafs thro , but in none more emi- 
nently 'then in that we fhall chufe to begin 
with i- the Vertue of modqfty , which may be 
coiflfidered in a double notion , the one as it is 
oppofed to Boldnefs and Indecency , the other 
taLightncfs and . Wantonnefs. In the firfl 
Acccptibn^r^wahas not ill defined it, to be the 
Science of decent Motion , it being that which 
guides and regulates the whole Behavior* 

checks 
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checks and controls all rude exorbitancies , 
and is the great Civilizer of Converfations. 
itisindeed a Y ertue of a general influence; do's 
not only ballaft the mind with fober and hum- 
ble thoughts of ones felf , biit alfo ftecrs every 
part of tne outward frame. It appears in the 
facein calm and meek looks , where it fo im- 
preiTes it felf, that it feems thence to have ac- 
quir'd the name of ShamefacMnels. Certainly , 
(whatever the modern opinion is ) there is 
nothing gives a greater lufter to a Feminine 
Beauty; lo that St. y^a/ii/feems not ill to havt 
t:Qnfuited their Concerns in that Point , when 
he fubftitutes that as a fuppletory Ornament 
to the deckings of Gold and '^ewrltmd coSil/^ Arr 
my ,1. Tim. z. . But I fear this willicaww 
thought too antiquated a drefs , and an Apo- 
ftle be efteemed no competent Judg in tnis 
Science; which is now become fo fclemn a 
thing , that certainly no Academy in the wibcl^ 
can vie numbers with the Students of this My. 
iftery. Yet when they have'ftreind their Art 
to the higheft Pitch, an innocent Modiefty, 
and native fimplicity of Look, ihall eicHpfe 
their Glaring Splendor, ^ and triumph fOVcr 
their Artificial Handfoitnnels l ;on thdjother 
{idcj let a Woman he deckfid'idth alithfi.;^ 
i)fcfiifhments of Art , nay and . care p£ Nature 
'4bo-, yet if Boldnefe botoheitead in her Face , 
rit ililots aU the lines of Bcaiity ,: is likei clcjid 
«ov€r the iSun y '• inawiceptSitlic: vicw> xif altsthat 

was 
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was pthcrwife Amiable and renders its black- 
ricfs the more obfervable , by being plac't 
near fomwhat that was apt to attracit t6c 
eyes. 

8. But Modefty confines not it felf to 
the Face, fhe is there only in fliadow and effi- 
gie : but is in life and motion in the words , 
whence ihe banilhes all Indecency and Rude- 
nefs , allinfolentyaiintings, and fupercilious 
Difdains , and whatever elfe may render a Pcr- 
fon troublefome , of ridiculous to the Compa- 
ny. Nor do's fhe only refine^ the Language , 
but Ihe tunes it too , modulates the tone and 
accent , admits no unhandfome earneftnefs , or 
loudnefs of Difcourfe /the latter whereof was 
thought fo undecent in Carneades , ( tho in his 
public Ledures ) that the Gymnafiarch re- 

{)roved hiin for it. And fure ir it were not al- 
owable in a Philofopher in hisSchole, 'twill 
lefs become a Woman in ordinary converfe; 
and if we corifult Trov. j.ii. and 9. we Ihall 
find loudnefs and clamor, in Women coupled 
with fuch other Epithets , as will furely not 
much recommend it. A womans tongue fhould 
indeed be like the imaginary Mufic of the 
Spheres, fwedl^nd charming , but not to be 
heard at a diftance. 

9. Ai4D as Modefty prefcribes the manner , 
fo it do's alfo the mefure of fpeaking ; reftrains 
all exceffive talkativenefs , a fatilt- incident to 
none but tfae4)old; the monopolizing '6f *Dif- 
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courfe being one of the greateft anfumings 
imaginable , and fo rude an impofing upon the 
company , that there can fcarce be a greater in- 
decency in converfation. This is ingenioully 
cxpreft by our Divine Poet Herbert , 

A Civil Guejl 
Willno mere talk ally then eat all the Feafi. 

He that ingrofles the talk , enforces filence up- 
on the reft , and fo is prefumed to look on them 
only as his Auditors and Pupils , whilft he ma- 
gifterioufly dictates to them: which gave oc- 
cafion to Socrates to fay. It is arrogance tojpeak 
nil, and to.be willing to hear nothing. It is in- 
deed univerfally aif infolent unbecoming 
thing , but moft peculiarly fo in a woman, 

10. The ancient Romans thought it fo 
much fo , that they allowed not th^t Sex to 
ipeak publicly , tho it were in their own necef- 
lary aefcnce ; infomuch that when Amefia 
flood before to plead her own caufe in the Se- 
nate , they lookt on it as fo prodigious a thing , 
that they fent to confult the Oracle what it 
portended to the State. And thothefefirftfe- 
verities were foon loft in the fuccefles of that 
Empire , Valerius Maximus c«bld find but two 
more , whofe either neceility or impudence , 
perfwaded them to rcpete this unhandfom at- 
temt. 

11. And this great indecency of Loquaci- 
ty in Women , I am willing to hope is the rea- 

fon 



^ » 
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foni why that Sex is fo generally charged with 
it; ; not that they are guilty , but that when 
they are , it appears fo unhandfom , as makes it 
the more eminent and remarkable. Whether 
it were from thatungracefulnefs o^ the thing , 
or from the propcnfion Women have to it , I 
Ihall not detcrmin ; but we find the Apo£tle ve- 
ry earneft in his cautions againft it , i Cor. 14. 
35*. He exprefly enjoins Women to ^^^j7/(f«r^ 
in the Church , where he affirms it is a ftiame 
for them to fpeak : and tho this feems only re- 
ftrain d to the Ecclefiaftical AfTemblies y yet 
even fo it reaches home to the gifted Women 
of our Age, who take upon them to be Teach- 
ers; whereas he allowed them nottofpeaj^ iii 
the Church , no not in order to learning , tho a 
more modeft defign then that of teaching. 
But befides this he has a more indefinite pre- 
fcription of filence to Women, i Tim, x. 11. 
L^t women lehrn inJllence:,^tiAzg2xti,v.i%.pd 
be mjilence ; The Apoftle feems to ground the 
Phrafe , riot only on the inferiority of the wo- 
man in regard 01 the cteation and firft fin , y. 
13 , 14. but alfo on the prefumtion that they 
needed inftruftion , towards which filence has 
alwaies bin reckoned an indilpcnfable qua- 
lification^ the intik)duftory precept in all 
Scholes, as that wherein all attention is 
founded. If fome women of our Age think 
they have out-gon that novice ftate the Apo- 
ftle Atpp6£:s/ and want no teaching; \ mufl: 

B crave 
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crave leave to believe , they want that very 
firft Principle which ihould let tliem to learn , 
viz. the knowledge of tlieir own ignorance : 
a fcience which fo grows with ftudy and con- 
iideration, that Socrates after a long life fpent 
in purfuit of wifdom , gave this as the funi of 
his learning , This onfy 1 know , that Iknowno- 
thing. This proficiency feems much wanting 
to our female Talkers , who , in this , fcem to 
confute the common Maxim , and give what 
they have not, by making their ignotance 
vifible to others , tho it be undifcernable to 
themfelvcs : and to fuch we may not unfitly 
apply the Sarcafm of Zeno to a talkative 
Youth ; their ears are fain into their tongue. 

IX. But befides this afluming fortof talk- 
ativenefs, there is another ufually cbareed 
upon the Sex , a meer chatting , pratling hu- 
mor, which maintains it felf at the coft of 
their neighbors, and can never want fup- 
plies as long as there is any body within the 
reach of their obfervation. Tliis I would 
fain hope is moft the vice of the vulgar fort 
of Women, the education of the Nobler 
fettrng them above thofe mean entertain- 
ments. Yet when 'tis remembred that St. 
Taul, I Tim. 5'. 13. makes Tatling the cfFed: 
of Idlen^fs , it may not unreafonably be fear- 
ed, that where there is moft of the Caufe , 
there' will be fome of the Effeft. ^And in- 
deed jt would puzzle one to conjtdurc how 

that 



Sect. I. Of Modefiy. ii 

that round of formal Vifits among Perfons 
of Quality fliould be kept up witnout this. 
That their Vifits fliould be only a dumb Shew , 
none will fufped: among women ; and when 
the unfafliionable themes of houfewifery , Pi- 
ety , &c. are excluded , there will not remain 
many topics of Difcourfe , unlefs this be cal- 
led into fupply . And this indeed is a molV in- 
exhauftible referve , it having fo many fprines 
to feed it , that 'tis fcarce poffible it mould 
fail. And when 'tis farther confidered , how 
apt a minifter it is to Envy, Spleen, Re- 
venge , and other feminine Pailions , we can- 
not fuppofe it can be unacceptable where a- 
ny of tliofe bear fway. But I believe it is 
not more frequently introduced by any thing 
then the vanity of Wit , which has no where 
a more free and exorbitant range then in cen- 
furing and deriding; nay, finds not only 
Exercife but triumph too, vain Perfons fel- 
^dom confidering the Infirmities or Follies of 
others, without fome Complacencies , andaf- 
fuming reflexions on themfelves ; which how 
unagreeable it renders this hberty of talking 
to mat Modefiy we recommend , is obvious 
enough. And would God 'twere only oppo- 
fit to that ; but it is no lefs fo to all the Ob- 
ligations of Jufl:ice and Charity alfo , which 
arc fcarce fo frequently violated by any 
tking , as by this licentioufnefs of the^ tongue. 
13. Thjbri: is yet another vice of it, for 
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which the female Sex has bin generally ac- 
cused ^ and that is ricveiing of fecreps: an in- 
firmity prefum'd fo incident to them , that 
Arljiotle is faid to have made it one of the 
three things he folemnly repented of, that 
he had ever trufted a fecret with a Woman. 
But the greater the prejudice is that they 
lie under in this refpeft, the greater ought to 
be their caution to vindicate not only their 
Perfons but their Sex , from the imputation , 
which is indeed extremely reprochful : this 
blabbing humor being a fymtom of a loofe , 
impotent foul , a kind of incontinence of the 
mind , that can retain nothing committed to 
it ; but as if that alfohadits Diabetic paflion, 
perpetually and almoft infenfibly evacuating 
all. And indeed hovveyer we arc willing to 
appropriate this to the ISex , yet the fault is ow- 
ing only to tliis ill conftitution of the mind , 
which is oft-times no lefs vifible in men ; as 
on the contrary , thofe women who by rea- 
fon and vertue have acquir d a Solidity and 
Firmnefs of mind , are as fure repofitories of 
a fecret, as the moft mafcuHne confident: 
and fuch I have no intent to involve in this 
charge , but rather by propofmg their example 
to the reft , fhevv that nature has put them un- 
der no fatal neceffity of being thus impotent. 
A fecret is no fuch unruly tiling , but it may 
be kept in: they may take the Wife mans 
word for it;, E^kf^iA.xo, Ifthm baft heard 

^* / V Jx^ cf . a word 
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a word ^ let it die with thee ^ and be bold /it will 
not bur ft thee. 

14. Thi s is a piece of daring manlinefs, 
which they may affeft without breach of 
Modefty ; would God they would take it in 
exchange for that virile Boldnefs , which is 
now too comnion among many even of the 
beft Rank. Such a degenerous Age do wc 
now live m , that every thing feems invert- 
ed, even Sexes ; whilft men wU to the Effe- 
minacy and Nicenefs of women , and women 
take up the Confidence , the Boldnefs of men : 
and tlhis too under the notion of good Breed- 
ing. A blufh ( tho formerly reputed the color 
ot Vcrtue') is accounted worie manners tlien 
tho/e things which ought to occafion it, 
and fuch as nothing but the fimplicity of a 
Country Girl can excufe. But the infirmity 
for the moft part proves very corrigible ; a 
few weeks of the Town Difciplinc wears off 
that piece of Rufticity, and advances them 
to a modifh Afliirance. nor is that defign'd 
to terminate in it felf , but it is to carry tnem 
on , till they arrive to a perfect Metamor- 
phofis ; their Gefture , their Language , nay 
ibmtimes their Habit too being aneftedly 
mafculine; fo that what 7"/zaV«j Ipeaks of Z^/- 
tellius in relation to his being a Prince , wc 
may apply to them , and fay , that if others 
didmt remember them to be women ^ themfehes 
^auld eafily forget it. 

15. Yet 
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15:. Yet were this affeftationconfin'd only 
to the more innocent indifferent things, 
'twere more tolerable; but alas it extends 
fartlier, and there are women who think they 
have not made a fufficient efcape from their 
Sex , till they have afTumed the Vices of njen 
too. A fober modeft Dialeft is too effemi- 
nate for them : a bluftrin^ ranting ftyk is ta- 
ken up , and ( to ftiew them proficients iii it ) 
adorn'd with all the Oaths and Imprecations 
their memory or invention can fupply: as 
if they meant to vindicate their fex irom the 
imputation of Timoroufnefs by daring God 
Almighty. 'Tis true indeed , an Oath founds 
gratingly out of whatever mouth , but out of 
a womans it hath fuch an uncouth harihneis, 
that there is no noife on this fide Hell can be 
more amazingly odious ; Yet this is a mufic 
that this difcordant Age hath introduced , no 
former haying I think ever heard it in places 
at all civilix'd. So that the female fwearers 
want that poor ftiadow of excufe the men 
pretend to , it having bin fo far from cufto- 
mary , that the unwontednefs could not but 
force them to fome induftry and pains , e're 
they could acquire the habit . and fet up for 
female Heftors ; aneifay, wherein xhcy have 
bin yery kind to the mafculine , by Ihewing 
the >yorld there can be fpmething worfe. 

1 6- Tis faid there want not fome who 
compleat the demonftration by the other pa- 
rallel 
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rallel quality of Ihrifiking alfo ; a vice dctc- 
{lable in all , but jprodigious in women , who 
put a double violence upon their nature , the 
one in the intemperance, the other in the 
immodefty. And -tho they may take their 
imftiediate copy from men , yet ( to the praife 
of their proficiency ) they out-do their E3C- 
emplar aiid draw near the Original : nothing 
human being ib much beafl as a drunken Wo- 
man; This is evident enough if we look on- 
ly on the mere furface of die crime ; but if 
we dive farther into its inferences and ad- 
Kcrences , the affirmation is yet more irrefra- 
gable. She who is firft a proftitute to Wine , 
willfoenbe to 'Lull alfo: flie has difmift her 
Guards , difcarded all her iuggeftfcns of rea- 
fah, as ^fi^eil as Grace ; . and is at the mercy of 
any, or every -alSailarit. And when we con- 
fidfer how much -fullier the world is of u4Sw- 
mon^ then Joftpbs ; it will not be hard to guefs 
the fate of that womans Chaftity , which has 
no other bottom then that of mens. So that un- 
lefs her vice fecurehervertue, andtheloath- 
fomnefs of the one prevent attemts on theo- 
ther, 'tis fcarce imaginable a woman that 
lofes her iSbbriety iftiould keep her Honefty. 
So that indeed 1 might more properly have 
made this reflexion when I. come to ipeak 
of Modefty in the fecond notion of it , as it 
is opposed to OghtnefsandWantonnefs: but 
it falls not mucli amifs n(Av, to be theintro- 
dudion to it/ i7.Kv» 
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17. And if wc confider Modefty in this 
fenfe , we ihall find it the mod indifpenfabk 
requitite of a woman ; a thing fo eflential and 
naturall to the Sex , that every the leafi die- 
clination from it, is a proportionable rece- 
ding from Woman-hood , but tlie total aban- 
doning it ranks them among Brutes, nayfets 
tliem as far beneath thofe , as an acquir'd vile- 
nefs is below a native. I need make no col- 
ledion of the verdids cither of the Philofo- 
phers or Divined ir\ the caie , it being fo much 
an inftind of nature, that tho too many 
make a Ihift to fupprefs it in themfelves , yet 
they cannot fo darken the notion in others , 
but that an Impudent woman is lookt on as a 
kind of Monfter, a thing diverted and d^ 
jftorted from its proper form. That there is 
indeed a flrange repugnancy to nature , needs 
ho other evidence then the ftrugling, and 
difficulty in the firft violations of Modefly , 
which alwaies begin with regrets and blum- 

. cs , and require a great deal of Self-denial , 
much of vitious Fortitude , to encounter with 
the recoiling^ and upbraidings of their own 
minds. 

18. I make no doubt but this Age ha§ ar- 
rived to as compendious arts of this kind, as 
induftrious vice can fuggeft , and we have 
but too many inftances of early proficients 
in this learning; yet I dare appeal even to 
the forwardefi of them, whether at firft they 

could 
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could not with more eafe have kept their ver- 
tue then loft it. Certainly fuch are the Hor- 
rors and Shames that precede thofe firft 
Guilts , that they muft commit a rape upon 
thcmfelves (force their own reluftancies and 
averfions ) before they can become willing 
proftitutes to others. This their Seducers feem 
well to underftand , and upon that fcore arc 
at the pains of fo many preparatory court- 
ings , fuch expence of prelents too ; as if this 
were fo uncouth a crime , that there were no 
hope to introduce it but by a confederacy of 
fomc more familiar vices , their Pride or Co- 
vetoufnefs. 

19. The beft way therefore to counter- 
mine thofc Stratagems of men, is for women 
to be fufpicioufly vigilant even of the firft 
approches. He that means to defend a Fort 
muft not abandon the Outworks, and ihc 
that will fecure her Chaftity , muft never let 
it come to too clofe a fiege , but repel the 
very firft dnd moft remote infinuations of a 
Temtcr. Therefore when we fpeak of Mo- 
defty in our prefent notion of it , we are not 
to oppofe it only to the grofTet aft of Incon- 
tincncy:^ but to all thofe misbehaviors, which 
either difcover or may create an inclination 
to it ; of which fort is all Lightnefs of car- 
riage, wanton glances, obfcene difcourfe; 
things that fliew a woman fo weary of her 
honor , that the next comer may rcafonably 

C cx^ett 
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expe<% a furrender , and confequently be invi- 
ted to the Ailault. Indeed they are fuch ^ that 
one would rather think them the refult of 
many afts , then merely the Prologue to one ; 
and that nothing but a cuftom of private fin 
could fuppiy impudence enough to do what 
IS fo publicly fcandalous : and where this i$ 
found in thofe of any conftdcrable age , cha- 
rity it felf can fcarce pafs a milder cenfure* 
Yet poffibly in thofe of the youngcft fort^ 
they may at firft be taken up ( as their drefs 
is ) mprely in imitation of others , einbrac'd im- 
plicitly upon the autority of thofe , whofc ex- 
amples govern the modes. When a poor girl, 
who has ftill fo much of a child as to admire 
every thing th»t glitters, fees thcfe things 
jifed by the gay people of the World , *tis no 
wonder if Ihe take thefe as part of their ac- 
cpmplilhments , and upon peril of that formi^ 
dable calamity of being unfafhionable , con^ 
form to them. Which yet do*s not fo fnuch 
extenuate the guilt of thofe few fcduced per- 
fons , ^s it aggravates that of the Seducers , and 
arte (Is the ftrange corruption of the age , that 
thofe things which the lefs hardnpa fbrt of 
proftitutes were formerly afhamed of, fhould 
pow pafs into the frequency aftd avowednefs 
of a f^fhion , become a part of Difcipline and 
Jnflitution of youth; as if vice nowdifdain'd 
to have any punies in its fchole , and there- 
jfpre by a pr^pof^eroiis anticipation, makes 

Its 
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its pupils begin whftrc they wetewbnttoend-; 
initiates them at fir ft into that fhamel^fnefs; 
which was wpnt to be the produft only of a 
loflg habit, what the ettd will be of thefe Pi- 
^eerers in impudence; who thus put their 
vertue on the forlorn hope , is eafy to divine. 
Yet is not this the only ftate of ddriger : they 
who keep their rainks , and tho they dp not 
provoke aflkultS' , yet ftay to receive them i 
tasLj be far enough from fafety; She that 
lends a patient feat to the prailes of her Wit 
or Beauty^ , itxtends at fir ft perhaps only to gra- 
tify het vanity ; blit when ihe is once charmed 
with that Sirens fong, bewicht with that 
Flattery, Ihe infenfibly declines toa kindnefs 
for that perfon that values her fomucfij and 
when the fj^ark fhall be blow'd up by perpe- 
tual remonflrances of Paflion, and perhaps 
little Romantic artifices of pretending to 
die for her, with a thoufand other tricks; 
which luft can fuggefi , 'twill like the Nap-^ 
tha Natiiryifts fpcakc of, in a moment grow 
to an unquenchable flame , to the ruine both 
of her vertue and honor. 

io Let" no woman therefore prefume up- 
on the innocence of her firft intentions ; Ihe 
miy as well , upon confidence of afoundconr 
ititution, enter a peftrhoufe and converfe 
with the plague , whofe contagion do's not 
more fubtilly infinuate it felf , then this fort 
of temtanion^ And 9s in that cafe ihe would 

C % not 
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flor ftaj CD iicfific what woe die 
iSiftaacc, tf which flic might appooch with 
£rteST , bat would -nu as ht tcom it as ihe 
coaUL^ to in his, it no kfs concerns her, to 
renunre her fdi from the podilMlit}' of dan- 
ger, and (how ontithionable ibever it be ) 
to ffot on ibch a irrere Modeftr, that her 
TCty locks ihonld guard her , and difcouragc 
the mofi: impudent aflailant. Tis (aid of^^m- 
Aftrmem^ that the luueJetmmums finding it 
deir intereft to corrupt him with mony^ 
tfaej were yet ib poScVt with the reverence 
of his Tertues ^ that none duril undertake to 
attaque him ; and fure 'twere not impoflible 
for women to arrive at the fame fecurity: 
fuch an autority there is in Vertue , that where 
'tis eminent , 'ds apt to controie all loofe de- 
fires; and he mud not be only luilful but fa- 
crilegious, that attemts to violate iuch a 
Sanitary. 

XI But perhaps that fex may fear » tliat 
by putting on fuch a Striftnefs, they fhall 
lofe the dory of their Beauty , which is now 
eftimated by the number of thofe who court, 
and adore them. To this in the firft place I 
muft fay , that they are miferable Trophies to 
Beauty that mud be built on the ruins of ver- 
tue and honor; and ihe that to boaft the length 
of her hair ihould hang her felf in it , would 
but ad the fame folly In a lower inflance. 

zz. But then fecondly, 'tis a great mif- 

take 
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take to think their Beauty Ihall be lefs prized , 
fince 'tis incident to mens nature to cfteera 
thofe things moft that are at diftance, whereas 
aneafie and cheap defcent begets contemt. ^o 
long as they govern themfelves by the exaft 
rules of Prudence and Modefty , their luftre 
is like the Meridian Sun in its clearnefs, 
which tho lefs apprbchable , is cdlinted more . 
gforious; but wneft they decline from thofe, 
they are like that Sun in a cloud , which tho 
fafelier gazed on is not half fo bright. But 
bcfides'tliefe collateral advantages , *tis cer- 
tain that Modefty gives an immediate and di* 
reft iniprovment to Beauty; for tho men 
for: their own vicious ends wilh them fever'd , 
yet they cannot but think they arc the moft 
amiable when united, and' you ihall hear 
them often commend the afpect of that Mo- 
diefty. , which they would fain circumvent- ^ 
^3 ♦ B u T in the %^ place ,« there is nothing 
but fuch a Refecveiinels that can indeed mafcR. 
their Beauty triumphant. Parly and conqueft " 
are the moft diftant things ; and Ihe that de- ^ 
fccnds to treat with an aflailant , what evcir : 
he may tell her of his being her captive ^ 'tis 
biit in order ta the making her his ; which 
when Ihe once is; there is no ftate of fervi- 
tude half fo wretched , nothing in the world 
beic^ fo flavifWy abjeft as a proftitute wo- 
man. For befides all the intercft of another 
life which ihe bafely refigns , ihefacrificesaU'i 

xVsax 
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due is raknUc ibl tins : her lepoadofi ihe 
poa wlMiilT la ins povcr dor nsdcfaaocfaed 
Dtr, asiiiviudiiswaffe. her ickKznaiioii too. 
Ittbcibadid hare a miod to rcnini id yeitiic ; 
flic dam not fix fear he flioold dnrulgc her 
{anna fkajin^ firom in fo chat. Kke Cafi- 
Bmt^ ibc is enoaed ta tatme evils to fecorc 
Ac paiL Yea ihe fiJij e ds her lefaf not only 
tohtsl^, but to all his humors and £indes, 
nay eren to all thofe who hare bin inftm- 
mental to their ptiTacies. none cf them all 
beinfr to be di^ieas'd for ^sar o£ bl^>faing r 
and when 'ds lemembted, what afoitofcat- 
tei they are, which are die engines in fuch 
affiurs, there can icarcc be any thing more de- 
pforabk then to be within tharlafli. Tistme 
indeed, ibme have found a way to cure dns 
nncafineis by being their own delators , not 
only confeffing but boafting dieir crime, and 
by an impudent owning prevent all accnia- 
tions: yet even this fervesbottoatteftthein- 
tolcrableneis of the former condition , wherr 
this worft of mifchiefs is choie as a refcue. 
Their impatience of bang alwaies in awe, 
makes them take up that refolution for in-«^ 
fame ; which Cefar did for deadi , who faid / 
Twas better to die once then to be alwaies in- 
fcar. And tho this defpefate remedy may 
cure the fear, yet it afcertains the reproch; 
for whereas in the impeachment of others 
tUere is place for^donbt, and chsmty may 

promt 
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promt fome to disbelieve it ^ yet when thejfaft 
is juftified by the offender , the evidence is unr 
control^bie , and withall doubles the infamy. 
For befides that which adheres to the crime , 
there is a diftinA portion due tp the impu- 
dence; yet like the Scorpion it muft cure its 
own Itiiig, and tho it increafcs the otjliquy , 
yet it deadens the fenfe of it. 

X4. But when they have thus lleerd their 
foreheads againft allimpreflions of Shame^they 
are fUU liable to many other painful effects 
pf their fm. What fears of being abandon- 
ed, what jealoufies of rivals do pften tor- 
ture them ? And indeed not without ground : 
for they cannot but know, that the fame 
humor of variety which engaged their Para- 
mors in their love, may do the fame for anp- 
ther , and fo on ; it being as poffible to grafp 
the air , as to confine a wandring luft. Be- 
iides what anxious apprehcnfions have they 
of the approcli of age , which they are fure 
will render them loathed and defpicable , as 
alfo of all intermedial decaies of Beauty? 
How. critically do they examine their glals? 
and every wrinkle that reprefents in their 
face becomes a deep gafll in the heart. But 
if they have at any time the lefure ( or indeed 
the courage ) to look inward, the view is 
yet more dreadful, a deform'd foul , fpoiPdof 
its innocence , and render'd almoft as bru- 
tiih as the fin it has confented to. But tho 

it 
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it be in ibmc leipects lUot the keafis tbatpe- 
rijbetby it is not, it cannot be in that which 
vonkl mod a^ail it : an endids bdi^ it can- 
not lofe , not can it expect any thing firom 
that Dteemincnce of its natute, but aninfini- 
tjT or mifery. This is fuch an amazing con- 
templation, as methinks, were it infifted on , 
ihould allay the hotted blood; no impure 
flames being io fierce as to contefl: with tnofe 
of unquenchable fire. It \^ therefore , tho a 
very impious, yet no unskilful artifice. of 
tfaoie , wno woidd vitiate women in their man- 
ners, to corrupt them in their Principles , and 
by extinguifhing all hopes & fears of another 
World , perfwade them to immerfe boldly in- 
to all the abominations of this. Tis lakl, 
this is now an art of wooing , the modem 
preludium to the bafeil propofals : it feems 
this age dares not truil only to the former 
waies of feducement , fears there will not be 
women enough that will forget die interefts 
of another World ; and therefore is fain to 
iet up a new party of others to disbelieve it 
And I fear that defign has bin too profperous : 
many women are fo much more concerned for 
their bodies dien their fouls , that they are 
contented the one ihould be elevated up- 
on the depreflion and debafement of the o- 
ther ; and whilft with a vain tranfport , they 
can hear their outward form applauded as 
Angelical , or Divine , they can very tamely 

endure 
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endure to have their better part vilified and 
de£>ifed , defined to be only a pUfFof air in their 
noftrils, which will fcatter with their ex- 
piring breath, or in the Atheifts Phrafe^ 
JTifd. 2, 6. vanijh as thefoft air. Whereas they 
ihouLd couiider , that they who preach this 
dod:rine to them , defign it only to infer a 
pernicious ufe. 'Tis Maxim in Politics , that 
thofe counfels are fufpicioufly to be fcan'd^ 
which carry in their front the advifers intereft; 
which dertainly is never more vifitle then in 
this caf6 \ he that once gains this point , never 
needing to conteft for all the reft. For he 
that can perfwade a woman out of her foul, 
wilifoon command her body ; and then what 
was at iitft his intereft , becomes hers at laft; 
and hetwilhes of the mortality of her foul ^ 
arc much^ftronger then 'tis poflible her belief 
of it could be: which confirms abundantly 
my affirmation of the fervile , wretched con- 
dition of luch a perfon. For if we judge that 
a very fevere flavery , which makes people 
de/irous to refign a temporal being , what fliall 
we think df that which provokes them to re- 
nounce^airetcriial ? 

X5'. And now by this gradation of mif- 
chiefs we. niay judge of the deplorable ftate 
of thofe who have abandoned tlicir vertue ; 
wherein I doubt not the corifciences of many 
cismnot only \atteft, butmay improve tlie de- 
rcriptiohi; aiidall I ihaU iayto iuch, is only 

D td 
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to confult tliat bofom monitor ; which till 
they do , all Homilies will be infignificant- 
My dcfigti was not therefore to tell them what 
they too well feel, but only to point 6u)t their 
wrecks as warnings to others. 

i6. Let all thofe therefore who are yet 
untainted , and by being fo , have their Judg* 
mcnts clear and unbyaft , confider fobeirly the 
mifery o£ the other condition , and chat not 
only to applaud , but fecure their own.; and 
when ever the outward pomps and gaudy 
fplendors of a vitiated woman ieem ; like that 
of Cnejus , to boaft their happinefs ; let thfem 
look thro that Fallacy , and anfwier with 
SoJoH » tikif fbq/e only are haffy who arefi at 
their end. Their mod exquifite deckings are 
but like the garlands on a bead defignd for Sa^ 
criiice; their richcil gems are but me" chains, 
not of their ornament but llavery ^ and their 
gorfvoous apparel « like that oi Herod ^ covers 
perhaps a putrid body (for even that dodi 
nor feldom prove their fate ) or however , a 
more putrid foul. They who can thus con- 
fider tnem. will avoid one great fharc; for 
>is not ulwaies fo much the fuft of the fleih , 
as that of the eies which betraies a woman. 
Tis ihc knowTi infirmity of the Sex , to love 
gaiety ^ and a fplendid appearance ^ which 
renders all tcmrations of that foit fo conna- 
tural ro thcm« that thc^e who are notamved 
to 4 morelbbcrcftinatcof diine^, willfcarce 

be 



Sect. I. OfModefiy. 17 

be fccurc. It will therefore be necefTary for 
them to regulate their opinions , and reduce 
all fuch things to their juft value , and then 
they will appear fo trifling , that they can ne- 
ver maintain any competition with the more 
folid interefts ot Vertue and Honor. For tho 
thofe terms feem in this loofe Age to be ex- 
ploded; yet where the things arevifible they 
extort a lecret veneration, even from thow 
who think it their concern publicly to deride 
them : whereas on the other fide a defeftion 
from them expofes to all the contempt imagi- 
nable , renders them defpis'd even by thofe who 
betrai'd them to it , leaves a perpetual blot 
upon their Names , and their Family. For 
in the charafter of a woman , let Wit and 
Beauty , and all female accomplifhments fland 
in the front; yet if wantonnefs bring up the 
rear, the Satyr foon devours the Panejgyric, 
and , as in an Echo , the laft words only will 
reverberate , and her vice will be remembred 
when all the reft will be forgot. But I need 
not declaime upon this theme ; the Son of Sy- 
rach has don it to my hand , in many paffa- 
ges , but efpecially Eccluf. 24, to which I refer 
the Reader. 

%j. What hath bin already faid, is, I 
fuppofe , fufficient to convince every woman 
how much it is her concern to keep her felf 
ftriftly within the bounds of Modefty and 
Vertue. In order to which , there is nothing 

D X more 
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more important then a judicious choice of 
their Company ; I mean not only for men, but 
women alio. Vice is contagious, and this 
efpecially has that word quality of the Plague, 
that is malicious , and would infeft others. 
A woman that knows her felf itandalouss , 
thinks flie is reprocht by the vcrtue of an-: 
other, looks on her as one that is made tore-- 
frove her waies, as it is , JVifd. x. 1 4. and there? 
fore in her own defence drives to level the in- 
equality , not by reforming her felf ( that ftie 
thinks too hard a task ) but by corrupting the 
other. To this end fuch as are willing to 
fcrew themfelvcs into an acquaintance , will 
be officioufly kind , and by all arts of con- 
defcention and obliging , endevor to enfnare 
a woman of reputation into their intimacy, 
And if they fucceed , if they can but once 
entangle her into that cobweb-friejidfhip; they 
then , fpider-like , infufe their venom, never 
leave their vile infinuations till they have 
poifoned and ruined her. But and if on the 
other fide they meet with one of too much 
fagacity to be fo entrapped ; if they cannot 
taint her Innocence , they will endevor to 
blaft her Fame ; reprefent her to the World 
to be what they would have made her , that 
is in the Pfalmifts Phrafe ,y«rA an oneasthenh 
felves^'Vi^. jTC X4. fo that there is no con- 
verfing with them , but with a manifeft pecil 
cither of Vertue or Honpr, which fliould me- 
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thinks be a fufficienf difliiafiye, Tis true , 
'tis not alwaiies in ones power to Ihun the 
mei&ting with fueh perfons , they are too nu- 
merous , and too intruding to be totally avoid- 
ed ; unlefs , as St. ^aul faies, i Cor. j. lo. one 
Jhould go ou%>ofthe World. But all voluntary 
convene fuppofes a choice , and therefore 
every body tiiat will , may refrain that, may 
keep on me utmpft frontiers of civility, with- 
out ever fufTering any approch towards in- 
timacy and familitary. 

x8. And fure were this diftance duly ob- 

fcrvcd, it might be of excellent ufe, a kind of 

Lay-£xcommunicatipn , which might conie 

very feafonably to fupply the want of the Ec- 

cle/iaftic now out-dated. And this feems very 

well to agree with the fenfe of Solon^ the wiie 

-^if^^/f//^» Law-giver, who, befides that hp fhut 

the Templp-dpors againft them , intcrdifted 

them the facred Aflemblies ; made it one of 

his laws , that an Adulterefs ihould not be 

permitted to wear any ornaments, that fo 

they might in their drefs carry the note of 

their infamy. Should we have the like di- 

ftinftion obferved , I fear many of our gaiefl: 

birds would be unplumed : and tho the fame 

be not now an expedient pradicable, yet the 

former is , and might be of very good ufe. 

For befides that already mentionecf of fecu- 

ring the innocent , it might perhaps have a 

good effcft on the guilty, who could not but 
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rtflcft with fome ihame On themfelves , if they 
were thus fingled out and difcriminated ; 
vwhereas whilft they are fuffcred to mix with 
the beft Societies , ( like hurt Deer in an herd ) 
they flatter themfelves they are undifcerna- 
ble. 

x^. But indeed the advantage of this 
courfe is yet more extenfive , and would 
reach the whole Sex , which now feems to lie 
under a general fcandal , for the fault of par- 
ticular perfons. We know any confiderable 
number of fmutty ears calls a blacknefs phthe 
whole field , which yet were they kpart, 
would perhaps not fill a fmall corner of it: 
and in this uncharitable Age , things are apt 
to be denominated not from the greater but 
worfer part; whereas were the precious fe- 
vered from the vile% by fome note of diftin- 
ftion , there might then a more certain efli- 
mate be made : and I cannot be fo fcvere to 
woman-kind , as not to believe the Icandalous 
part would them make but a fmall Ihew , which 
now makes fo great a noife. 

30. Besides this I can fuggeft but one 
way more for women of honor to vindicate 
their Sex , and that is my making their own 
vertue as illuftrious as they can ; and by the 
bright Ihine of that , draw off mens eies from 
the worfer profpeft. And to this there is re- 
quired not only innocency , but prudence ; to 
abftain, as from all real evil , fofrom the ap- 
pearance 
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fearance of it too^ i Thcflf. j.xx. not, by any 
doubtful or fufpicious aftion , to give any 
umbrage for ccnfure ; but as the Apoftle iaies 
in another cafe , x Cor. ii. ii. to cut offocca* 
Jion from them that defirf occafion ; to deny 
themfelves the mbft innocent liberties , when 
any fcandalous inference is like to be deduced 
{rem tfaem. And tho perhaps nor cautioii id 
enough to fecure againit the malicious , and 
the jealous , tho 'tis poflible fbme black mouth; 
may afperfe them ^ yet they have ftill Tlato's 
rcfervc , who being-told of lome who had dc-' 
fam'd bim , ^tis no matter faid be \\ I will live 
fb that none Jhall believe them, if their lives 
be iuch , that they may acquit themfelves ta 
the'/foberaind unprejudiced, they have all the ^ 
fecof icy can be afpir'd to in this^ world ;* jttie 
more > evincing atteflation they muil attend- 
from' the unerring Tribunal hereafter ; where/ 
there* lies a certain appeal for all injured per-^ 
foils who caa calmly wait for it. 

# 
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OfMeeknefs. 

r; TN the next place we itiay rink Meekn^s 
; X as a lieccflary feminine vertue ; this even 
nature feems to teach , wliich abhors mori- 
ftroiities and difproportions ^ and therefore 
bating allotted to wonien a more fmooth and 
foft conipofition of body ^ infers thereby her 
intention , ; thiat the mind fhould correipond 
with it. Forltho the adulterations of art ^ao 
reprefent in the fame Face beauty iii one ipo* 
fttiq^ , and deformity in another ; yet lUlture 
ii more fmcere , and never meant a fetene and 
dear^ forehead fliould be the frontifpice to a 
cloudy tern jpeftuous heart. ^Tis therefore to' 
be wifht they .would take the admonitioii/ 
and whilft they confult their glafles, whether 
to applaud or improve their outward form ^ 
they would caft one look inwards , arid exa- 
mine what fymmetry there is held with a fair 
outfide, whether any ftorm of paitibn darken 
and overcaft their interior beauty, and ufe at 
leaft an equal diligence to refcue that, as they 
would to clear their face from any ftain or 

bfemifll- 
%. But it is not naturej only which fug- 

gefts 
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gefts this but the God of nature too , Meek- 
nefs being not only recommended to all as a 
Chriftian Vertue , but particularly enjoin'dto 
women as a peculiar accomplifhment«>£ their 
Sex, iy^f.3.4- where after the mention of all 
the cxquifite and coftly deckings of art , this 
one ornament ofameekandquietjpiritj is con- 
fronted to them , with this eminent atteftati- 
on, that it is in the fight of God of great price ^ 
and therefore to all who will not enter difpute 
with God , and conteft his judgment , it muft 
be fo too. Now , tho Meeknefs be in it felf 
a fingle entire Vertue , yet it is diverfifi'd, 
according to the fevi^ral faculties of the foul, 
oyer which it has influence; fo that there is a 
Meeknefs of the Underftanding , a Meeknefs 
of the Will , and a Meeknefs otthe AfFeftions: 
all which mud concur to make up the meek 
' and quiet fpirit. 

3. And firft of the Meeknefs of the Un- 
derftanding , it confiftsin a pliablenefs to con- 
viction , and is direftly oppofite to that fullen 
adherence obfprvable in too many ; who judge 
of tenets not by their conformity to truth 
and reafon , but to their prepoflTemons , and 
tenacioufly retained opinions , only becaufe 
they (or fome in whom they confide) have 
once ownM them ; and certainly fuch a temper 
is of all others the moft obftruftive to Wif- 
dom. This puts them upon the chance of a 
Lottery, and what they firft happen to draw v 
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determines them merely upon the privilcdg 
of its precedency : fo that had Mahomet firu 
feiz^d then} , his tenure would have bin as in- 
defefabk as Chrift's now. How great the 
iforce ot fuch prejudices are , we may fee by 
the oppofitions it rais'd againfl Chriflian Dor 
6lrin in grofs at its firfl promulgation; the 
Jews blind zeal for the Traditions of their 
Fathers , engaging them in the murder even 
pf that very Meilias , whom thofe Traditions 
had taught them to exped: , and after in the 
perfecution of that Doftrine which his Re- 
lurreftion had fo irrefragably attefted. And 
to juftify the propriety. of this pbfervatiofl 
to thofe I now write to , *tis exprefly affirmed, 
ji£fs 13 . 50. that they made ufe of the zeal 
pf the female Profelytes for that purpofe. The 
Jews Jiirred up the devout and honorable wo- 
men , and raisd a perfecution againft Paul and 
Barnabas. So thap 'tis no unfeafonable ad^ 
yice of fuch , to be Jfure they fee well theif 
way before they run too fierce a carriere in it* 
otherwife the greateft heat without light do's 
but refemble that of the bottomlefs pit , whcr« 
flames and darknefs do at once cohabit. 

4. B u T whilft I decry this prejudicate flifrr 
nefs , I intend not to plead tor its contrary 
extreme , and recommend a too eafy Flexibi- 
lity , which is a temper of equal , if not more 
ill conftquence then the former. The ad- 
l;if rii|g to one Qpinipn x:an cxpo£e but to one 
'<' ■•■^ '- ^ \ •- ^ ' ^ Cfror, 
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error , but a mind chat lies open to tlic ^f^ 
fluxes of all new tenets , may fucctffivcly'ien*- 
tertain A whole ocean of delufions , and to b^ 
thus yielding , is not a Meeknefs> butfervile- 
nefs 6f Underftanding: Indeed 'tis fo great 
a V7caktiefs of mind , that the Apoftk hnks 
it fomewhat below the impotence of women, 
and refembles it to that ot children , Efh. 4. 
14. Yet it feems the folly of fome women had 
Icveird them with children irt this matter: 
for th& farnie Apofile takes notice of fuch^ to 
whom is he gives the Epithet oifilfy-^io the 
ktter parrot the Charad6r fpfcaksthem in- 
torrigihly fp , ever learmng^^and never able td 
came to the knowledg of the truth ^ t Tim. 3 . 6. 
a defcrlptidn which if we dompare wifli. our 
times i we^ muft think prophetic. For how 
many inftances hath this age given us of wo- 
hien fo led captive; who being either affe^ed 
with thfc novelty , or feduccd by the pretended 
Tjtd of a new teacher , have given up their un- 
detilandings to him : and.for a while this* ftrong 
man has kept poffeflion, but when a (Ironger 
then he hath come , it has fared as with him in 
tiic Gofpel , a louder Zeal or a newer l>d<5irine. 
(1 fooii divides his fpoils ; and that by f<ir«fe of 
the very fartie principle on which he fet up , 
which Within a while undermines the? latter 
alfo, and fo fucceffivdy, till the pdof profe- 
lytciias biri hurried thro all the maTies of Wild 
trror, and at laft perhaps ^ like a paktite diftrd- 

E X ftea 
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&td by too much variety) ihe fixes upon 
chat which at firft ihe moll decried. This 
has bin cventuailv true in fome , who fetdng 
out in die fierceudeteflarionof Popetv, have 
waodred fo long like the blinded Syrians ^ 
X fLinfs 6. lo. that thev have at laft found 
themtelves in the midu of Samaria i bv an 
infenfible circular morion bin brought about 
to that Religion , from which alone they de^ 
iign'd to fly. So licle do itching ears know 
whither they may be carried: and indeed the 
ear when infeded with that prurient humor , 
may vie Mifchiefs with the tongue * which 
St. James tells us Chap. 3. 25. is ( tho a little 
member ) a world ofmqMtty. 

5. Tis therefore the mod important con- 
cern of all , to fortify that fo available part} 
but 'tis efpecially' fo of women , not only in 
refpe(% of that natural imbecillity , which 
renders them liable to feducement ; but alfo 
becaule the opinion of their being fo , makes 
them particularly aim'd at by fcducers. For 
OS he who is to put off adulterated wares , will 
chufe the moft unwary chapmen ; fo thefe So* 
phifticators of Divinity defire the moft un- 
difccrning auditors. And truly that fo ma- 
ny of that Sex are fo , I do not fo much im*- 
pute to any natural defeft , as to the loofc 
notions they have of Religion ; of which they 
have perhaps fame general confufed appre- 
h^nfiotis ^ but hav^ fo li(de penetrated the 

depth 
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depth of it , that they know not why they 
arc, Chriftians rather then Turks , why of the 
Cliiirch of England father then that of Rwie. 
or Geneva. And while they are thus unfixt, 
and have no better principle then Cuilom 
and compliance ; they nave nothing to anfwet 
to any tne ^rofleft deceit that can be obtrud* 
ed upon them, r which for ought they know 
orhayeconfider'dmaybe as true as anything 
xiey formerly profcft. Now when any one 
in this condition ihall be affaulted , not only 
by the repeted importunities of falfe teach- 
ers , but alfo by ingeminated threatnings of 
hell, and damnation ; fhe is like one awaked 
by the outcry of fire , knd in that amaze will 
he apt to run where ever the firil difcoverer 
of her danger ihall lead her. 

6^ i I ifaaU therefore moil earneftly re* 

commend it as the bed Antidote againit the. 

poifon of ;novelr Doftrins, to examine well 

the grounds of the old. For .want of this it 

isthatourChurchhasbinexpofed to fo many 

[ ^-ivolous. cavils , it being too incident to the 

\ pervcrfc Pride <tf human nature,, to fpeak e- 

^1 vil of things we underfland not. And had 

y\ our fhe-zealots ifirft confulted fome fober 

guides , and from them underftood upon what 

grounds the Practice as well as Do(%rine of 

our Church was founded , they could not fo 

cafiW have bin carried away ly every wind of 

^mrin > as the Apoftle phrafes it i.Efb.^ 14^ 

7. Indsxd 
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\- 7. iKD^Ei? this is no 'more then common 
juilice exacts » which forbuls the condemnr 
|ng even the. vileft malefador uhheardi: (and 
unheard and act underftood);\^e in this. cafe 
terms equivalent) yet lure theycwfemeithing 
inore to that Cliurch from whofe minilhy 
themfeives mult confefs to hive derived their 
Chrifl:ianit}r;, 4^ whofe bofhm ,: they have bin 
cherifht , and confequently may plead a mo- 
thers right in. them. So tiiatlinlefspoireffion, 
which tprtifies civil rights i,^ deftroies.thtf Ec- 
ciefiaftic ; ihe mtay challenge befides thait na- 
tural juftice !( which i$ the comnioii due of 
Humanityc) aiparehtal refpciB: and reveirelice^ 
a debt which: is (ure very : ill anfwered by 
thofc who calk off lier obedieince before they 
have at all confidcred what it is fbecom- 
inands. And M- the abdicating a child be 
a thing fo unnatural , as heeds fome very 
important caufe to juftify it ;' the renouncing 
Df a Parentmufl require a reafon as far tran^ 
icending that a!s the guilt db's,if it be caufelefg : 
ahdfuch itimifl: inevitably be in all,-vl/hofor 
want of due/examination^ iuffer themfehres 
to be led into groundlefs prejuckces and dif^ 
^ulbs. - 

8. To prevent that guilt and a multitude 
of others which fpring from it , I 'muft again 
tfcpcte my Prppofal , that women of Quality 
X who are prdUmed to want neither Parts 
j^r iealutec fof icf) would glittie look into the 
u : ' '"^ .t in^de 
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infidc c£ the Rcligloii they profefs : if it be 
a true one, 'twill bear the infpeftion , truth 
never fhunning the light; if it be not, the 
difcavery cannot be tpo early. And indee4 
among, the mair^ remgirkable imprefles of 
truth our Church bears , this is one, that fhe 
do'snot blindfold her Profelytes , leaves them 
the ufe of their discerning Faculty , and do's 
not by obtruding upon them an implicit be^ 
hcf , force them to lay down their Reaibn 
when they take up their Faith. ' And now 
why jhould not Ladies fpend a few of their 
many idle hours in this inquifition , I mean y 
not to embark themfelves in a maze of con^ 
troyerfies , but only to difcern thofe plain 
rounds of Truth on which our Church 
uilds ; which if well di gelled , will prove a 
better Amulet againft delufion then the read- 
ing whole TVwi^j' of difputations , more apt to 
diftra<% then fortify their underftandings. 
And had they thus don , had their minds bin 
ballafted by fober principles , fo many of 
them had never made up the triumphs of fo 
many and fo various feducers. And tho to 
fuch this advertifement may conie too late 
( like afliftance after a defeat) yet it may be a 
feafonable caution to others : and to thofe I 
offer it, as that very temper wherein confifts 
that rational Meeknefs of the Underftand- 
ing I would recommend tb them , which is 
equally violated by a blind ObftiQacy , or ad 
blind a Flexibility. ^. fk 
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9, ASeco3(d ibrt of MDeknc& is that of 
die Will. 3iiicii lies in its mft fiibordiiiati- 
om, aad fi^niifaoa co a mocc fiqncmc Anco- 
my^ wiudi ia DiriiK cnnes is the Will of 
Go<l ; in Namnd or Mocsi , rig;hr Rcafbo; 
and in honiaa Confticiincas , me commaiid 
of Sapctiofs. And fo long as the will governs 
ic fclf bv tfacfe in tbeir idpediTC Odeis, 
ittraosgreiTesiiocdicMeckndric^ 
But experience atcefts » diat the Will is now 
in its depnnranon an impedous Faculty , apt 
to caft off that fubjection to which it was 
deiign'd, and act independently £rom diofe 
motives which ihould influence it. This God 
knows is too common ioallAges, all Condi- 
tions, and Sexes: but the Feminine lies mote 
efpecialiy under an ill name for it. Whe- 
ther that have grown from the low opimoa 
conceived of their Reafon , lefs able to main- 
tain its Empire , or fipm the multipli'd habi* 
tual inftances themfelves have given of unruly 
Wills , I fhall not undertake to determine; 
but either way 'tis , I am fure , fo great a rc- 
proch as they fhould be very induftrious to 
wipe off. And truly I know nothing moic 
incentive to that endeavor, then the having a 
right eftimate of the Happinefs as well as Vcr- 
tue of a governable Will. How calmly do 
thofe glide thro all ( even the roughcft ) e- 
vcnts ; that can but maftcr that fhibborn Fa- 
culty ? A will refign'd tp Gods , how do's it 

enervate 
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enervate and enfeeble any calamity ; Nay in- 
ieed it triumphs over it , and by that con- 
(undion with him that ordains it , may be 
(aid to command even what it fufFers. Twas 
I Philofophical Maxim , that a Wife moral 
nan could not be injured , could not be mi- 
erable. Butfure 'tis much more true of him , 
p^^ho has that divine Wifdom of Chriftian re- 
fignation , that twills and inwraps all his choi- 
ces with God's , and is neither at the pains 
lor hazards of his own eleftions ; but is fe- 
:uire , that unlefs Omnifcience can be decei- 
ved , or Omnipotence defeated , he Ihall have 
(vhat is really beft for him. 

ID. Proportionable ( tho not equal ) 
o this , is the happinefs of a Will regulated 
y Redbn in things within its Sphere : 'tis 
he dignity of human Nature , and that which 
iiflinguifhes it from that of Beafts. Yea , e- 
^cn thofe grow more contemtible in their 
unds , the farther they are removed from it. 
rhe ftupid (hirdinefs of an Afs has rendered 
it Proverbial for folly , when the tradlablenefs 
rf other Animals has temted fome to lift them 
atnong Rationals. Befides reafon affords 
fomthing of a Bafis and Foundation for the 
Will to bottom on. He that governs him- 
fdf by Reafon ( that being ftill the fame) 
will a<% equally and confonant to himfelf; 
but he that do's a thing this moment, only 
becaufe he will, may the next have as weigh- 

F ty 
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ty an argument to do fom thing quite contra- 
ry; and fo may fpend his whole time in unra- 
vdling his Spaers webs , as the Prophet right- 
ly calls the vain defigns of fuch brutilli men, 
ifay^G. 5". Not to fpeak of the recoilings and 
upbraidings of the rational faculties , which 
ijire the uneafie attendants of thofe who refift 
its more dire A admonitions ; there is nothing ; 
expofes to more fecular ruins. An ungover- 
nable Will is the moft precipitous thing ima- 
ginable, and hke the Divel in the Swine, - 
hurries headlong to de(tru(ftion ; and yet de^^ 
prives one of mat poor refervc , that faint 
comfort of the miferable , Pity ; which will * 
not be fo much invited by the mifery , as a- 
verted by that wilfulnefs which caufcd it. Nay 
indeed , fo little can fuch perfons expeft the 
companion of otliers , that 'twill be hard fdr 
thent to afford themfelves their own; the 
confcioufnefs diat their calamities are but the 
ijdues of their own perverfnefs , being apt to 
difpoie them more to hate then pity. And 
this is no fmall accumulation of wretchcdnefs i , 
when a man fuffers not only direftly; but ; 
at the rebound too ; reinfliAs his miferies up^ 
on himfelf by a grating reflexion on his own 
madnefs^ Yea , fo great an aggravation is it , 
that even Hell it felf is enhanced and com* 
pleatod by it ; all the torments tibicrel^eihg edg^ 
e4 and iharpned by the woful ijemiembrance ^ 
that they might once have bin atbided; 
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II. In the laft place a Will duly fubmif- 
fivc to lawful Superiors , is not only an amia-^ 
ble thing in the eics of others , but exceeding- 
ly happy to ones felf ; 'tis the parent of peace 
and order , both public and private ; a bleiling 
fo confiderable , as is very cheaply bought 
with a httle receding from ones own will or 
humor : whereas the contrary temper is the 
fyrin^ and original of infinit confunons , the 
grand incencSary which fets Kingdoms > 
Churches , Families , in combuflion ; a flat 
contradiAion not only to the word , but c- 
yen the works of God ; a kind of Anticrea- 
tive power, which reduces things to that 
Chaos from whence God drew them. Our 
■: age has given us too many and too pregnant 
\ inflances of its mifchievous " effefts , which 
[ may ferve to enhance the value of that go- 
\ yernablc malleable temper I now recommend 
Xnd as a will thus refig'ndto Reafonand Juft 
Autority, is a felicity all rational natures 
ihoiild afpire to ; fo efpecially the feminine 
Sex , whofe paffions being naturally the more 
impetuous, ought to be the more ftriftly 
guarded , and kept under the fevere difciplinc 
of Reafon : for where 'tis otherwife , where 
awoman has no guide but her Will, and her 
Will is nothing* but her Humor , the event is 
furc to be fatal to her felf, and often to o- 
thersalfo. 
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IX. Anp the hazard of this renders that 
other reftraint of the will , I mean that of o- 
bedience to fuperiors a very happy impofiti- 
on; tho perhaps 'tis not alwaies thought fo: 
for thofe who refiift the government of Rea- 
fon , are not very apt to fubmit to that of 
Autority. Yet fure God and nature do at- 
teft the particular expediency of this to wo- 
men , by haying placed that Sex in a degree 
of inferiority to the other. Nay farther 'tis 
obfervable , that as there are but three Hates 
of life , thro which they can regularly pafs , 
"viz. Virginity, Mariage, and Widow-hood; 
two of mem are ftates of Subjeftion, the 
fir ft to the parent , thefecond to the husband, 
and the third , as it is cafual , whether ever 
they arrive to -it or no, fo if they do, we 
find it by God himfelf reckoned as a conditi- 
on the moft defolate and deplorable. If I 
fhould fay this happens upon that very fcorc 
that they are left to their own guidance , the 
fad wracks of many would too much juftify 
the glofs : but however it evinces , that God 
fets not the fame value upon their being ma- 
fterlefs , which fome of them do , whilft he 
reckons them moft miferable , when they arc 
moft at liberty. 

13. And iince Gods aflignatiori has thus 
determined fubjeftion to be the womens lot , 
there needs no other argument of its fitnefs 9 
or for their acquiefcence. Therefore when 
^ ' evcc 
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ever they oppofe it , the contumacy flics 
higher then the immediate Superior, and 
reaches God himfelf.* And I am apt to think 
there would not many of that timorous Sex 
dare fo far , were it not for fome falfe pun- 
fliUioes of honor , which ( like thofe among 
our Duellifts ) have impofed themfclyes. Th^ 
reprefent Meeknefs and Submiilion as a fiUy 
iheepilh quality , unfit for women of breeding 
and fpirit: whilft an imperious obftinacy 
pades for noblenefs and greatnefs of mind. 
But alas they are wofully miftaken in their 
notion of a great fpirit, which confills in 
fcoming to do unworthy and vile things, and 
couragioufly encountering the adverfe events 
^o£liic^ not in fpurning a duty, or feeking to 
pull themfelves from that Sphere where the 
divine Wifdom hath placed tnem. No iure , 
(hibbornefs is the mark only of a great ilo* 
mac i not of ar great mind ; and the cruelty of 
; a coward may as well denominate him vali- 
1' ant , as the ungovernablenefs of a woman can 
[ (peak her generous. 

I 14. In this I prefume I fpeak the common 
I fcnfc of all , for what value foever they put up- 
\ on themfelves , nothing renders them lefs acr 
ceptable to others ; an imperious woman being 
a plague to her relatives , and a derifion to 
ftrangers , yea and a torment to her felf : every 
the lead contradiftion (which a meekperfon 
would pafs over infenfibly ) inflaming fuch an 

unruly 
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proper kind. Now nature liath befriended 
women with a more cool and temperate con- 
ftitution, put lefs of fire , and confequently 
of choler , in their compofitions ; fo that their 
fheats of that kind are adventitious and pre^ 
ternaturai, raifd often by fancy or pride, 
and fo both look more unhandfomly , and have 
lefs of pretence to veil and cover them. Be- 
.(id^s women have a native feeblenefs , unable 
to back and affcrt their angers with any effc- 
.^ve force, which may aomoniih them 'twas 
never intended they ihould let loofe to that 
pafllion , which nature feems by that very in- 
ability to have interdided them. But when 
they do it , they render themfelves at once 
defpifed and abhorr d ; nothing being* more 
xidiculoufly hatefid , then an impotent rage. 

17. But as the moft feeble infed may 
fomtimes difturb , tho not much hurt us , io 
there is one feminine weapon which as 'tis al^ 
w^ies ready , fo proves often troublefom, I 
mean the Tongue , which ,^ tho in its loudeft 
clamors can naturally invade nothing but the 
car , yet even that is a moleftation. The bark- 
ing of a dog, tho we are^fecure he cannot 
t>ite, is a grating unpleafant found, and while 
women feek that way to vent their rage , they 
^tt but a fort of fpeaking brutes , and ihould 
conflder whether that do not reflejfl more 
iPOfitempt upon themfelves , then their moft 
^ktileiit reproches can fix upon others. 
^j. :r. 18. But 
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18. But fome things have had the luck 
to acquire a formidablenefs no body knows 
how: and fore there is no greater inftance of 
it then in this cafe. A clamorous woman is 
lookt on , tho not with reverence , yet with 
much dread ; and we often find things don 
to prevent or appeafe her ftorms , which 
would be denied to the calm and rational 
defires of a meeker perfon. And perhaps fuch 
fuccefles have not bin. a little acceflbry to the 
fomenting the humor : yet fure it gives them 
little caufe of triumph , when they confider 
how odious it makes them, how unfit (yea 
intolerable) for human fociety. Let them take 
the verdift of Solomon , who declares it better 
to dwell in a comer of a houfetop^ then with a 
hrawfmgwomanin a wide houfe , Prov. ^S-^^- 
Nor do^s the fon of Sirak fpeak lefs fharply 
tho more ironically , Eccluj. x6. 27, Jl loud 
crying woman and afcold^ jhall be fought out 
to drive away the enemy. And tho he taxes 
the feminine vices impartially enough , yet 
there is fcatce any of them which ne more 
often and more fevcrely brands , then this of 
unquietnefs.. It feems 'twas a thing general- 
ly lookt on as very infufFerable ; as appears 
A by Socrates , who when he defign*d to difci- 
jij pline himfelf to perfeft patience and tolc- 
i-e lance , knew no better way of exercife , then 
lit ^^ S^^ d ihrew to his wife , an excellence that 
may perhaps again recommend a woman » 
i-x G when 
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when we fall to an Age of Philofophers ; but 
at prefent 'twill be hard for any of our Xan- 
' fijfes to £in4 a Socrates ; and therefore tha< 
quality is as deilru<^ive to their interefls in 
getting husbands, as it is to tliQ husbands 
quiet when he is got. But I prefume I heed 
not declaim , further againil this fault , which 
I fuppofe cannot be frequent among that rank 
of women to whom this Tracft is intended ; 
for if neither moral nor divine Confiderations 
have prevented it , yet probably civility and 
a gentile education hath : a fcold being a crea^ 
cure to be lookt for only in Stalls and Mar- 
kets , not among perfons of quality. Yet if 
there be any that nave defcended to fo fordid 
a praftice ^ they have fo far degraded thcm- 
felves , that they are not to wonder if others 
fub(lra(^ that refoeft , which upon other ac-? 
counts they mightdemand 

19. And to fuch I fhould recommend the 
ufual method of Phific , which is to cure by 
revulfion : let that iharp humor which fo ha- 
i>itually flows to the tongue , be taught a 
little to recoil , and work inward ; and in? 
ftead of reviling others , difcipline and cor- 
reft themfelves : let them upbraid their own 
madnefs , that to gratify an impotent , nay a 
mo& painful paflion , have degenerated from 
what their nature, their qualities , rfieiredur 
cation , defign'd them. And if they can thus 
^verfe th^ix difpleafiires , 'twill not only fe- 

cure 
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cure others from all their indecent aflaults , 
but it will at kft cxtinguifh them. For An* 
ger is corrofive , and if it be kept only to feed 
upon its felf, muft be itsowndevourer; if it 
be permitted to fetch no forrage from with- 
out , nor to nourifli it felf with lufpicions and 
furmiies of others , nor to make any Tallies at 
the tongue , it cannot long hold out. 

xo. And how much they will herein con- 
fiilt their intereft and their reputation too , 
th6v may be taught by Solomon , who makes 
it tne diftinftive fign ofafooUJhwoman^ to be 
clamorous y Prov.9. 13. whereas when he gives 
the charaAer of his Excellent woman , he 
links Wifdom and Gentlenefs together , She 
ofeneth her mouth with wifdom , and in her 
tongue is the law of kindnefs ^ Prov. xi. ^6, 
If this verdift may be admitted ( as fure it 
ought, whether we confidcr his wifdome , of 
^ dear bought experience in women ) it will 
confute the common plea of querulous fpirits , 
who think , to feem infenfible of any the leaft 
. provocation is to appear filly and ftupid ; tho 
\ truly if it were fo , 'twould be full as eligible as 
to^ppear mad and raving , as they commonly 
do in the tranfport of their fury. 

XI. T o conclude , Meeknefs is fo amiable , 
fo indearing a quality, and fo peculiarly em- 
bellilhing to women , that did they but all 
confider it with half the attention tliey do . 
rheir more trivial exteriot ornaments , 'twould 

G X certainly 
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certainly be taken up as the univerfal mode , 
in all the feveral variations of it , this Se<ftion 
has prefentecL 



SECT. III. 

Of ComfaJJion. 

I. /^^ F near Affinity to the Vertuc of 
II Meeknefs , is that of Mercy and 
Compaflion , which indeed can fcarce 
thrive in any place where the former hath not 
prepared the foil : Anger and Obftinacy being 
like that rough Eaft-wind which brought the 
Egyptian Locufts , Exod. i o . 1 3 . to eat up every 
green thing in the Land. A mind harraffcd 
with its own impatiency , is not at leafure to 
obferve , much lefs to condole the calamities 
of others. But as a calm and clear day be- 
friends us with a more diftinft Prolped: of 
diftant Objefts , fo when all is quiet and fe- 
rene within us , we can then look about us , 
and difcern what exigencies of others invite 
our pities. 

X. I need not fay much to raife an eftimate 
of this Vertue , fince 'tis fo eflential to our 
Nature ^ fo interwoven in the compofition of 
Humanity that we find in Scripture phrafe ; 
Compailion is generally feated in the moil: 

inward 
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inward fenfible part our frame , and bowels« 
So Col. 3 . IX. ^ut on therefore bowels ofmerc% 
and Thil. t, i. Bowels and mercies. So that a 
' cruel ruthlefs perfon unmans himfelf ,, and is 
by tlie common vote of mankind to be lifted 
among brutes ; nay , not among the better , 
but only the more hateful, noxious foyt of 
them. 

3. But yet this is more unnatural in the 
female Sex , which being of fofter mold , is 
more pliant and y eilding to the impreffions of 
pity , and by the ftrength of fancy redoubles 
the horror of any fad objeA. Yea fo remark- 
able is this tendernefs , that God , when he 
would moft magnify his own compaffion , il- 
Iuftrate$ it by tliat of women , as the higheft 
humane inftance. Indeed fuch a propcnflon 
have women to commiferation , that they arc 
ufually taxed with an excefs in it ; ib that 
any imprudent lenity is Proverbially called ^ 
A womanifli Pity : and therefore it may be 
thought an impertinence to exhort them to 
that which they can fcarce avoid. But to this 
I anfwer , firft , that in this degenerous Age , 
'tis no news to fee people violate their inftin^s, 
as well as their duties, and be worfe then 
their nature inclines them , many fins beini 
committed even againft. the grain , and witi 
violence to conftitution. 

4. Yet fecondly , 'tis not a mecr melt- 
ing of the eies , or ycrning of the bowels I 

defign 
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defign to recommend : Alas , their tears will 
hot be drink to a thirfty foul , nor will Ihi-^ 
vering at his nakednefs clothe hini. This is 
fuch an infignificant mercy as St. James de- 
fcribes , fayii^ to a brother or fifter , be ye 
warmed , be Refilled , but mt giving them things 
needfallto the body, c. x. i5. Indeed , ihe that 
weeps over thofe diftrefles ihe will not relieve , 
might have bin fit to be ent;r*d in the lift of 
the mourning women imohg the Jews ftnd 
Heathens , wlio were hired to riiake up the 
tragic Pomp of Funerals with their mercena- 
ry lorrow , but had no real concern in that 
lofs they feemed to bewail. Tis therefore a 
inore aaive fort of Compaflion to which I 
would invite them ; and yet for methods lake 
i fliall confider it under two diftinft Heads, 
Giving and Forgiving. 

5-. B Y Giving , in this place , I mean not a 
general liberality (tho that prudently bound- 
ed , in an Excellence well becoming Perfons 
of Fortune ) but only fuch a Giving as ter- 
minates upon the needy ,x and is applied to 
luccour their indigencies. To give to thofc 
from whom they may expeft returns, may 
be a defign , but at the beft can be but gene- 
pofity and franknefs of humor. Tis only then 
mercy ( as Chf ift himfelf has defined it) when 
it is to thofe from whom tliey can hope [for m^ 
again. 

6* And 
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6. And in this vertue women have in for- 
mer Ages eminently excelled : yea, fo eflcn- 
tial was it, that we find Solomon ^ougt not 
their charai^er compleat without it , but num^ 
bers it among the properties of his Vertuous 
woman, Trov.^i, xo. Sheftretcheih forth her 
hand to the poor y and reacheth her hand to the 
needy. And it is a little obfervable , that af^ 
ter he has defcrib'd her Induftry and Dili- 
gence for the 4cauiring of Wealth, this is 
Kt in the front of her disburfements as the 
principal ufe ihe made of it; and preceeds her 
providing Scarlet for her Houfhold , or fine 
Linnen and Purple for her felf , v. ii. xz. 
The application is very obvious , and admonir 
ihcs all that own the fame Title of Vertuous 
Women, to prefer the neceflities of others 
before their own fuperfluities and delicacies. 
Nay , if they look further , and confider who 
it is that is perfonated in the poor, that begs 
in every needy diftrefled fuppliant , and that ^ 
will finally own every aft of mercy as don to 
himfelf, methinks they fhouldfomtimes think' 
lit to facrifice even their moft moderate en- 
joiments to their charity , be alhamed to fef vc 
themfelves before their Savior, or let him 
fland naked and hungry , whilft they arefola^ 
cing with that which would relieve him. 

7. B u T how then fhall they anfwer it , who 
fufifer him to be fupplanted , not by their needs, 
but cxcefles ; who fo have devoted their hearts 

and 
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and purfes to vanity and luxury , that they 
have neither will nor power to fuccor the 
wants of others ? How unequal and difpropor- 
tionate is it , that thofe who ftudy to fling away 
mony upon themfelves , cannot be temted by 
any importi&nity and diftrefs , to drop an alms 
to the poor ? What a prcpofterous fight is it 
to fee a Lady , whofe gay Attire gives her the 
glittering ot the Sun , yet have nothing of its 
other properties , never to cheer any drooping, 
languiihing creature by her influence? Tis 
the councel of the fon of Sirac , not to give 
%hepoor any occafion to curfe thee. Eccluf. 4. j. 
JBut fure fuch perfons do it , if the poor hap- 
pen not to have more Charity then they ex- 
emplify to them. For when they fliall find 
fiicn hard hearts under fuch foft raiment, fee 
them bellow {o much upon the deckine^ their 
own bodies , and dp nothing towards me ne- 
cefTary fupport of theirs ; 'tis a Ihrew'd trial 
of their Meekncfs. Poverty is apt of its felf 
to imbitter the fpirit , and needs not fuch an 
additional temptation. 

8. Nay farther, when a poor llarving 
wretch Ihall look upon one of thefe gay crea- 
tures , and fee that any one of the baubles , 
the loofefl appendage of her drefs , a fan , a 
busk , perhaps a black patch, bears a price that 
would warm his emty bowels ; will he not have 
fliarp incitations not only to execrate her 
pride , and his own poverty, but conlequen*- 

ly 
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ly to repine at the unequal diftribution o£ 
Providence , and add fin to liis mifery ? The 
denial therefore of an alms may be a double 
cruelty , to the foul as well as to the body. 
Tis laid of Z^wrr/i^^-r ^ that a chafed bird fly- 
ing • to his bofom , he refcued it with much 
fatisfaiftion , faying > He had not bettaied a 
fuppliant ; but this is ih that cafe revers'd , and 
in a higher inflance ; for what can be more 
the betraying of a fuppliant , then inftead of 
fupplying his wants , to rob him of his inno- 
cence , and be his fnare in lieu of his refuge % 
This is a confideration I wiih more deeply im- 
preft upon the women of this Age : and truly 
tis their concern it fhould be fo , for fmce at 
the lad day the inquefl: ihall be fo particular 
upon this very thing , 'tis but neceflary tliey 
fliould examine how they are fitted to pa& 
that teft. 

9. Let them therefore keep a preparatory 
audit within their own breafr, tefleft upon 
the expences of their vanity , what the deli* 
cacy ot their food , what the richnefs and va- 
riety of their clothes ^ nay what the meer hy* 
pocrifies of their drefs ♦ in falfe haire, and com- 
plexions has cofl them , to which they may al-» 
fo add the charge of their recreations and di- 
vertifements , thofe coftly arts of chafing away 
that time , which they will one day wilh to 
recall. Let them I fay compute all this, and 
then confront to it the account of their Gha- 

H rity, 
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rity , and I much fear the latter will with many 
df them be comparatively as undifcernablc , 
as Socrates founa Alcibiades*s Lands in the 
Map of the whole World; be fo perfeftly 
over-whelm'd , that it will appear little in their 
own fight, and nothing in Gods. 

lo. For if the poor Widows mite ac- 

auired a value meerly from her poverty , that 
ie had no more; by the rule of contraries we 
may conclude, how defpicable the fcanty 
oblations of the rich are in Gods account. If 
even their liberality who gave'much, was out- 
vied by a farthing, Mar. 11.41. to what point 
of diminution mud their niggardly offerings , 
who give little , be reduc d f efpeci^y wjien 
they Ihall be compared with the numerous afld 
coftly facrifices they made to pride andluxu- 

SNay I wifli fome were not guilty of more 
en the difproportion , even the total omif 
fion of Charity, that in a multitude of Tay- 
lors bills cannot produce the account of one 
Garment for the poor , that amidft the delica- 
cies of their own diet ( nay perhaps of their 
dogs too ) never order'd fo much as the crumbs 
of their Table to any hungry Lazarus. But 
let all fuch remember , that there .will come 
ia time , when one oiTabitha^s coats , AB^. ^9. 
will be ^f more value then all their richeft 
Wardrobes , tho they could number Gowns 
with Lucuilus^s Cloaks, which the Roman Story 
reports to be 5^000 ; and<hat when their luxuri- 
ous 
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ous £are fhould only feaft the worms , and 
render them paflive in that Epicurifm they a- 
fted before , they will wiih they had made the 
bellies of the poor their refeaory , and by 
feeding them nourifhed themfelves to immor* 
tality. 

II. Let this I fay be ferioufly remembred 
now , leaft hereafter they fall under the fame 
exprobrafing remembrance with the rich man 
in the Qofpel , Luke xtf. xj Remember that 
thou in thy life time receive dft thy good things ^ 
and Lazarus that which was evil\ but now he 
is comfirted jand thou art tormented. A Text 
which St. Gregory profefles was ever founds 
ing in his ears , and made him look with fu- 
fpicion & dread upon that grandeur to which 
he was a.dYanced , a3 fearing it might be de- 
iign'd as his iinal reward. With wnat terror 
then ma)r^thofe look upon their prefent good 
things, who by ingroffing them wholly to 
themfelves , own them as uieir entire portion 
and implicitly difclaim their fhare of the 
future ? For to that none muft pretend , who 
receive their tranfitory goods under any othet 
notion, then that ot a Steward or Faftor: 
as we may fee \n the parable of the Talents , 
where thofe that had the reward of the five 
and ten Cities , were ncx. fuch as had confumed 
their Talents upon their own riot and ex- 
cefTes , but fuch as had induftrioufly emploied 
them according to the defisn of their Lord. 

^ fix And 
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And if it there fared fo ill with the meer un- 
profitable fcrvant , who had hoarded up his 
Tjilcnt, what Ihall become of thofe, who 
fquander away theirs , and can give no ac- 
count either of ufe or principle ? 

l^. Were thefe confiderations duly laid 
to heart , we might hope to fee fome of the 
Primitive Charity revive , when women of the 
Higheft rank converted their Ornaments and 
coftly Deckings into cloathings for thepoor , 
and thought no retinue fo delireablc , lo ho- 
norable as a train of Alms-folks. Butlfpcak 
improperly , when I make the poor their at- 
tendance , for indeed they rather attended the 
poor , did not only order the fupply of thdr 
wants , but were themfelves their miniftcrs , 
waited about their fick beds , dreft their moft 
loathfom ulcers ; and defcended to all the moft 
ftrvil? offices about them. 

jj. But thefe were fuch heights, fiich 
tr^nfcendencies of mercy , as required a deep- 
er foundation of Humility then will now bc 
often met with ; yet let me take the occafion 
to fay , that it may be a goo4 managery of a 
charity to aft ( as far as they can ) perfonally 
in it. For befides that it prevents fome a- 
bufes and fravds , which deputed Agents may 
fomtimes be temted to, they ps^ God a 
<louble tribute in it of theirperfons, aswejlas 
their fortunes. Next they bring themfelves 
jinto acquaintance with the poor, and by that 

me^n^ 
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:ans correft tliofe contemts and nice dif* 
ihs , which their own profperity is too apt 
create. Further yet , they excite their own 
mpaffion , which oeing a rpotionof the fen* 
ive part of the mind, cannot be ftirr'dj fa 
«ftually by any thing , as by the prefence of 
c objeft; the moft pathetic tragicall dcfcri- 
ion of a diftrefs, being not able toaff^ftiis 
ilf fo mucii as ofle ocular demonftrationi 
aftly 'tis an apt means to encrCafe their thank- 
dnefs to Almighty God , whofe bounty to 
lemfelves muft needs make a deeper impreffi- 
n, when 'tis compared with the tieceflitous 
ondition of others- For things are beft illu- 
hated by their contraries , and 'tis too pbfer- 
aj^lc in our depraved nature, that we value not 
bingS by their real pofitive worth, but com- 
aratively as they excel others , nor ever make 
right eitimatc of what we enjoy , till our own 
r others wants inftruft us. 

14. Upon all thefe confiderations it may 
e, a very becoming ufeful circumftancp in 
iy charitable ministry to be themfelves the 
lots ; and to that end -twill be a very cpm- 
lendable induftry ; to qualify themfelves to 
? helpful to the poor on as many inftanccs ais 
ley can ; not only opening their purfes , but 
Ijpenfatories too , providing medicines for 
ich as either by difeafe , or cafualty want. 
lat fort of rclieh A charity which I doubt 

not praftifed by many , and I wiiH it were 
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by more , that our nicer Dames who fhidy 
only Cofmetics for themfelves , would change 
the Scene , and inflead of repairing or dif- 
guifing their own complexions , (hidy the re* 
liauration of their decrepit patients limbs. 
And fure.tho it be a lefs fafhionable, 'tis much a 
better fight to fee a Lady binding up a fore , 
then painting her face; and ihe will cafta 
much fweeter favor in Gods noflrils» widi 
the fmeil of unguent and balfoms , then with 
the moft exquinte odors and perfumes. For 
(ince God profefles , IJa. i . that that very iih 
cenfe which was defign'd as a part of his wor- 
fhip was ad abomination to him , becaufe not 
accompanied with the Ai^s of Mercy, we can- 
not think he will better like of thofe , which 
have no higher aim then delicacy and {tOr 
fuality. 

15. But befides this part of mercy in 
Giving, there is another, that of Forgiving, 
which may happen to be.of a larger extent 
then the former : for whpreas that was con- 
fined to the poor , this has no fuch limits ^ but 
as it is poflible to be injured by perfonspf all 
r^nks , fo this pardoning mercy is to reach e- 
qually with that poflibility . This is that part 
of Charity which we peculiarly call Clemen- 
cy , a Vertue which not only Chriftianity but 
Morality recommends. Tne Ancient Ro- 
mans had it in fuch veneration, that they 
numbered it not only among Vermes but Dei- 
ties 
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tics , and built a Temple. And they were 
fomewhat towards the right in it, for it was, 
dio not God , yet fo eminent an attribute of 
his , that nothing can more affimilate man un« 
to him. 

16 There are many Heroic a<fts of this 
idnd to be met with among the vertuous Hea- 
thens. Lycurgus not only iot^zs^ Alexander 
who ilruck out his eye, but entertained 
hiiff^ in his houfe, and by his gentile admo-. 
nitions reclaimed him from his former vitious 
Ufe. Arifiides being after fignal fervices, 
and without crime , unjuftly baniihed by his 
-Gitixcns , was fo far from afting , or imprcca- 
tine againft them , that at his departure from 
Athens he folemnly praied the Gods; that 
they might never by any trouble or diftrefe 
be forced to recall him. So Vhocion being 
unjuftly condemned , left it as a folemn charge 
to his fon ThocaSy that he fhould never re- 
vcngehim. A multitude of the like examples 
mignt be produced , but we need not borrow 
light from their faint Tapers , when we have 
the Sun-beams , I mean the Sun of Righteouf- 
nefs , our blefled Savior ; who , as he has re- 
commended this grace by his precept , fo he 
has fignally exemplified it to us in his Pra- 
ftice ; the whole defign of his defcent to earth 
being only to refcue his enemies from deftru- 
ftion. And as every part of his life , fo the 
lafl Scene of it was particularly adapted to 

this 
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this end, and his expiring Breath expended in 
mediating for his cruciners; Father forgive 
them , Luk. 2.3. 34. And this copy of his was 
tranfcribed by his firft followers , the Primi- 
tive Chriftians in their fevered Martyrdoms 
praying for their perfecutors. 

Thus we are , in the Apoftles Phrafe , 
compared about with a cloud of witnejfes ^ Heb. 
IX. I. of eminent examples , which ought to 
have a. forcible influence upon all, but me- 
thinks ihould not fail to have it on that Sex, 
whofe native tendernefs predifpofes them to 
the Vertue , and who need but fwim with the 
ilream of their own inclinations. How can 
we think that their melting eies fliould ever 
fparkle fire , or delight in fpeftacles of cruel- 
ty? that their flexible tender hearts fhould 
turn into Steel or Adamant, be uncapable of 
all imprcflions of pity ? Yet God knows fuch 
changes have too often bin feen : women 
have not only put off that foftnefs .peculiar^ 
to them , but the common Inftinft of Hu- 
manity, and have exceeded not only favagc 
men, but beafls in cruelty. There have bin too 
frequent inftances of the implacable malice, 
and infatiable cruelties of women. I need not 
call in the aid of Poetic fiftion, and tell them 
of Clytemnejfra , Medea , or the Belides , with 
hundreds of others , celebrated as inftances of 
Heroic wickednef^ There are examples e- 
aough in more authentic Stories, The Ro- 
man 
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man Tullia , the Pcrfian Taryfatis , and that 
we may not pafs by the facred Annals , Jexeb el 
and jitbalia. I forbear to multiply examples of 
this kind , of which all *ages have produced 
fome fo eminent , as liave rendered it a com- 
mon obfervation , that no cruelty exceeds 
that of an exafperated woman. And it is not 
much to be wonder'd at , fince nothing can 
be fo ill in its priftine ftate , ^^as that which de- 
generates from a better. No enmity we know 
K) bitter as that of alienated friends ; no fuch 
perfecution as that of Apoftates , and propor- 
tionably no fuch fwity as that of a perverted 
mildnels. So that the Poets were not much 
out, who as they reprcfented the Graces un- 
der the figures of women ,■ fo they did the Fu- 
ries too. And fince *tis in their eledion 
which part they will afl: , they ought to be 
very jealous over themfelves. The declina- 
tions to any vice are gradual, fometimes at 
firfl: fcarce difcernable ; and probably the 
greateft monfters of cruelty ; would at the be- 
ginning have . . detefted thofc- inhumanities 
which afterwards they aded with greedinefs.. 
1 8. It concerns them therefore to ward 
thofe beginnings whofe end may be fo fatal. 
She that is quick in apprehending an aflfront , 
perhaps will not be fo quick in difmifling that 
apprehenfion ; and if it be permitted to (lay, 
'twill quickly improve : twenty little circum- 
fiances ihall be fuborn^4& fbment^t with new 

I fufpi* 
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fufpicions , till at laft it grow to a quarrel, from 
thence to hatred » from that to malice , and 
from that to revenge : and when that black 
palfion has overfpread the mind , like an E- 
gyptian darkneis it admits no gleam of Reafon 
or Religion , but hurries the enrag'd blind- 
fold to their own ruin often as well as others. 

19. Let none think this only a fancy or 
fcheme of Difcourfe : there have bin too ma- 
ny tragical experiments of its truth. How 
many men have bin mortally engaged upon 
no weightier original then the fpleen of a wo« 
man ? me frantic notion of honor among our 
Duelifb fitly correfponding with the as fran- 
tic impulfes of feminine revenge » and any i- 
maginary injury ( or perhaps but jufl: imputa- 
tion) to the Lady, obliging her Gallant to 
rufh upon the moft real fm and danger. A 
madneis fomthing beyond that which the 
Romances defcribe of Knight Errantry : for 
that generally is for the relief of diftrefTed 
Dam^Ub , but this is only to humor the too 

?rofperous ones, the infolent.and the proud. 
!*ho& therefore that have obferved the com- 
mon occaiions of Duels » have not unfit- 
ly divided them between Wine and Wo- 
Qien ; it being hard to fay which is the moft 
intoxicautiag and befotting. The fon of Sy- 
r^cpuplw them together, Ec€kf.i9'i'.WiHe 
OMd fVomeMmlhMke fnen fif under fiandingfaU 
auay. JJ^taamy mo4»:B examples of this 

i mifchicf. 
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mifchief , as they fhould ftrike an extreme ter^^ 
ror into thofe Women who have bin any way 
acceflbry to the death , or but danger of any 
man ; fo are they juft matter of caution to ali» 
fo to regulate their Paffions , that they never 
come within diflance of implacability ; for 
if once they arrive there , themfelves can give 
no flop. 

10. In order to tliis , 'twill be well to con- 

fider at the firfl: incitation , what the real 

ground is : perhaps fomtimes they are angry 

(as the Galatians were at St. Tatdy Gal. 4. \o.) 

at thofe that tell them the truth ; fome fcanda* 

lotts, or at leaft fufpicious, behaviour may 

have engaged a friend to admoniih them ; ( an 

office that has fomtimes proved very fatal: 

thofe commonly that have moft guilt having 

left patience to hear of it. ) And if this be 

f the cafe , 'tis the greateft injuftice in the world 

to make that a quarrel which is really an ob* 

lotion : and therefore inftead of maligning 

twir Monitor , they ought to thank and re* 

verencehim. Nay , tho ue accufation be not 

with that candid aefign , but be meant as a re- 

proch ; yet if it be true , it ihould not exdte 

a^nger at their accufers , but remorfe , and re* 

formation in themfelves. 

ai. It was the faying of a Wife man ; that 
he profited more by his enem^ies then his 
friends; becaufe they would tell him more 
roundly o£:tus faults. And this is excellently 

i X improved 
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improved by V bit arch in his Traft Of the be- 
wjits to be reafd from Enemies : fo that even a 
malicious accufation may be a kindnefs , and 
confequently ought not to be repaid with an 
injury. Butfuppofe, in the laft place, that 
the afperfion be nor only unkind , but untrue, 
it will not even then be fafe to let loofe to 
their indignation. Firft , in refpeft of Pru- 
dence , an angry vindication ferving the dc- 
fign of the enemy , and helping to fpread the 
calunany ; whereas a wife negleft anddiffem- 
bling do's often ftifle and fupprefs it. Second- 
ly in refpeft of duty , for all that own them- 
ielves Chriftians , muft confefs they are un- 
der an obligation to forgive , and hot to it- 
venge. Now if tliey intend to pay a real o- 
bedience to this Precept , 'twill be the mote 
eafie , the fooner they fet to it. He that fees 
his houfe on fire , will not dally with the flame, 
much lefs blow , or extend it , refolving to 
quench it at laft. And anger is as little to be 
trufted , which if oncethroughly kindled , will 
fcarce dxpire but with the deftruftibn of the j 
fubje<^ it works on. 

2,a. Let therefore the difobli^'d not loolt" 
back iipon the injirty , but forward' to thofe 
mifchiefs which too iharp a refehthient may- 
betray fhem to t let them co'nfiUer , thiat the 
b6^iAg of their blo6d may '^fiiiatly-^aufe tlvS" 
effafibil of anothers ,* and wrafk' -nStty f^^^^ \ii^^ 
to ihuyder. If they' ^oiiid do tliiS;* to iiiftejad* 
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of diofe magnifyiiig optics wherein they view 

the wrong , make ufe of the other end of the 

jicrlpeftive ^ to difcern the difmal. event at 

dijflance ; it would fure fright them from any 

nearer aproch, would keep thenv within 

thofc bounds which their duty prefcribes 

them, and thereby acquaint; diem with a 

nmeh • greater , and more ingenuous plefufe 

then- their highefl: reveng? can give theili. I 

mean that of forgiving injuries , and obligi|ie 

tk injurious. This is. a pfej(int6 fo pute ana 

fcfift'd , fo noble and heroic,' 'that uone but 

rational natures are capable oF it; wHereaS^ 

that of Spight and Revenge ( if it can be 

^ called a plefure ) is a mere beftial one ; every 

the moft contemtible animal can be angry 

i when 'tis molefted , and endeavor to return 

the mifchief 

[ X5* It fhould therefore , methinks, bean 
cafy determination , whether to embrace that 
Clemency and Compaffion which we fee ex- 
emplified in the wifeft and beft of men , nay 
in the omnifcierit , immortal God ; or that 
fivage fiercenefs of the ignobleft creatures. 
This is certain , that no woman would be con- 
tent to afliime the outward form of any of 
thofe: why then fhould they fubjeft their 
lobler^rt , the mind , to fuch a transforma- 
ion ? For as there are no monfters fo de- 
c>rmed, as thofe which are compounded of 
lan and beaft; fo among them all, nothing 

can 
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call be more unnatural , more odious , then 
a woman-Tiger. I conclude all with the ad- 
vice of Solomon^ Trov. 17. 14. The beginmng 
rfftrife is as when one letteth out water: there- 
fore leave off contention before it bemedledwitk 
When once a breach is made upon the fpi- 
tit Btrinmioderate anger , all the confequent 
mifcniefs will flow in, like a rapidilream, when 
the banks are broken down ; nor is there an? 
way to prevent it but by. keeping the moumu 
entire , preferving that Tendernefs and Com- 
paifion, which God and Nature do equally in* 
force and reconmiend. 
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SECT. IV. 

Of Affability, 

i,TN the next place we may reckon AfTa- 
Ibility and Courtefie ; which as it is ami- 
able in ail , fo it is fingularly fo in women of 
Quality, and more univerially neceflary in 
diem then in the other Sex. For men have 
often charges and emploiments which do ju-^ 
ftify, nay perhaps require fomwhat of ftcrn* 
^ nels and aufterity ; but women ordinarily have 
few or no occafions of it , and thofe who have 
veil digefted the former Leftures of Meeknefe 
andCompaffion, wiU not be apt to put it on 
unneceflarily. Now Affability may be confi- 
'dered either as a mere human Accomplifli- 
; ment, or as a divine Vertue ; in either notion 
I 't is commendable , but 'tis the latter that gives 
I it the higheft Excellence and Perfeftion. 
I 1. To begin with the firfl: notion of it, we 
( may make an eftimate of its worth by its Caufe 
I and by its Effefts. For its Caufe , it derives it 
; ietf either from a native candor and generofity 
ll of mind , or from a noble and ingenuous Edu- 
? cation , or fomthing jointly from both ; and 
I thele are as good Originals as aiiv thing mere-^ 
t ly moral can flow from. And t»at thefe are' 

indeed 
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indeed its fources , common experience will 
atteft : thofc of the greatefl Minds , and beft 
Extractions , being ufually mod condefcend- 
ing and obliging ; whereas thofe of moll ab- 
jec^t Spirits and birth , are the mod: infulting 
and imperious. Alexander the Great , tho ter- 
rible in the field , yet was of a gentle , complai- 
fant convcrfation , familiarly treating thofe a- 
bout him : yet Crijpinus , Narciffus , mmflndU 
us, and other enfranchifed bondsmen , we find 
infolently tramphng on the Roman Senators 
and Confuls. 'Tis tliercfore.a great error £qP; 
Perfons of Honor, to think they acquire a re-* 
verence by putting on a fuperciiious gravity, 
looking coily and difdainfully upon all about 
them; 'tis fo far from that, that it gives a /in 
fpicion , that 'tis but a pageantry of greatnefs ij 
fome muihrom newly fprung up , that ftands fa; 
ftifT, and fwellsfo much. But inftead of teadi-^ 
ing others to keep their diftance , this £ifl:idioiis»| 
dilaain invites th^m to a clofer infpedion , that 
if there be any flaw either in their life or birth , 
^twillbefure to be difcovercd, there being no.j 
fuch prying inquifitor as curiofity , when 'tis 
cgg'd on by a; lenfe of contemt. 

3- On the other fide , if wc confider th« cf- 
fe^s of Courtefie , they are quite contrary ; it 
endears to all , and often kee|)S up a B^eputati-' 
otirin A>ight of any blemilhes: a kind iookpt» 
word itoxoi a Superior is ftraogely charming , 

a^^ inf^jftf^Uj fte»ls amyt m^ns iiearts from 

them. 
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them: This the Wife man refers to Ecclef. 1 8; 
16. when he prefers a word before a Gift; 
And 'tis TlutarcBs obfervation oiCleomenei 
Kiiig bi Sfarta, that when the Grecians com^ 
(yftred his AfFabiUty andeafinefsof Accefswith 
die fuUen {late and pride of the Princes; they 
were fo enamored with it , that they judged 
&im otlly worthy to be a King. And as there 
is HO certainer , fo alfo no chestper way of gain-^ 
iiig love : a friendly falutatioh is as eafie as a 
fit)wn Or reptoch : and that kindnefs may be 
preferv^d by them , which if once forfeited i 
will not at a far greateif price be recovered* 

af Besides^ when human vicillltudes are 
confidered , it may be a point of Prudence too i 
the gteateft Perfons may fomtimei waht affi- 
ibnce from the meaneft ; nay fonitimes thd 
iace of affairs is quitCfchanged , and the wheel 
irf Fortune turns tncralo weft that were upper* 
moft^ and proportionably elevates the mean- 
eft- Tis wifdom therefore fo to treat all , . as td 
kave no impreflions of unkindilefs , finee none 
tsibdefpicable , but may poflibly at one time or 
Jther have an opportunity to retaliate., r Twas 
iherefof e a prudent , as well as an equitable re* 
biution of the Emperor , who faid lie would fo 
entertain the addrefles of his Subjefts , as , if h6 
i^cte a Subjeft, he would wiih the Prince 
liotild erttertiin him * a rule very worthy to 
^vay all Perfons of Honor in their enter courfe 
'itli others. And fmce even among PerfonS 

K uk 
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in Command there are degrees , and ihe V9 
is fttperior to one , is inferior to another ; 
have a ready way to compare the civility 
pay , with that they expcft. Let therefore 
who meets \iith a cold, negleAfulTreati 
from any above her , examin her own re 
ments ; and then refled » that if ihe give 
like to thoie below her , they will doub 
have the fame fenfe; and therefore let he 
folve never to offer what ihe fo much did 
to bear : and Ihe that do s thus , that makes 1 
inferences, will convert an injury into a 
nefit ; civili2e her felf by the rudenefs o 
diers , and make that ill nurture her owt 
fcipline. 

5*. But hitherto we confider Affability 
ly in its ethnic drefs , as it is a human orham 
'twill appear yet more enamoring upon 3 
cond view ^ when we look on it as bearii^ 
imprefs of the San<^hiary, as a divine Vei 
And that it is capable of being fo , we have 
autotity of St. ^aul^ who infcrts it in the h 
ber of thofe Chriftian Graces which he tec 
mends to his Roman Profelytes ; Ctmdeji 
to them of hw eft ate ^ Rom. ix. i6. And i 
we may the better difcem its value, 'tis oblei 
ble that he links it with the moll eminent A 
tue of HumiHty ; for it immediatly follows 
Precept of Be not high minded. Indeed 'tis 
only joined with it as a Friend or Allie , but 
dyed from it ^ its ftock and Principle , : 

c(?rtai 
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certainly a more divine extraiftion it cannot 
have. Humility being the yilPha^ndOmegao£ 
Vermes, that which laies the foundation (with- 
out which the moft towring Strufturc will but 
cruih it felf with its o\vn weight ( and that 
which perfe(5^s and confummates the building 
alfo , lecures and crowns all other Graces ; 
- which when they are moft verdant and flouri- 
ihing , are like jonas his gourd » that may af- 
ford feme ihadow and refrefhment for a while , 
but are apt to breed that worm which will de- 
ftroy them. When once they are fmitten with 
Pride , thifty inftantly fade and wither ; fo necef 
faty is Humility both for the acquiring and 
conferving all that is good in us. 

6. We may therefore conclude i thatCoUr- 
tefie , and Obligingnefs of behavior which pro- 
ceeds thence , is in tefpeft of its fpririgando^ 
tisinal, infinitly to be pteferr'd before that, 
which defccnds from flo higher ftock then na^ 
tural ot prudential motives. Aild fincie 'tis na- 
tural for ev^ry produftidn to have feme fimi- 
litude to it which produces it j we Ihall find it 
lie lefs excellent in refpe<3: of its propertied 
then its defceiit. I fliall inftance Only in two ^ 
Sincerity and Conftancy^ 

7. F o R the firfk , as far as Affkbility partakes 
of Humility , it muft of Sincerity alfo ; th^t be^ 
ing a yejrtue wfciofc v^ry elements are plainnefe 
and {impliciry ; for as it has no defigns which 
waat a cover , fo it needs none of thofe fUbtle- 

-- = " K ^ ties 
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tie$ and fimulation^ , thofe pretences and arti- 
fices rcguifite to thofe that do. TisthePrc- 
cept of the Apoftle , Thtl. %. 3 , Inhwlinefscf 
Pfind let each ejieem others better then himfelj: 
whpre we fee 'tis th? nature of a lowly mind to 
t:r4nsfer that efteem to others which he fub- 
ftrafts from himfelf : now where fuch an €• 
ileem is planted in the heart , it verifies all tke 
expfeflipns and outward fignificatipns of rc- 
fpC(^ , and ren4ers the greatefl cpndefcendons 
( wljigh to an infolent humor may ieem extra- 
vagant and aff^c^ed ) real and unfeigned. 

l|. O N the contrary , that Courtefie which 
derive^ no higher then from meerhwpaiifpnn-; 
ciples , is not much to be confi4^d JQ. Tis t|ic 
Pi al m i ft s affirmation that all men are liars : and 
therefore there is more then a polfibility of d^-; 
ceit in their faireft fhews. Somtimcs we know 
fmootb and piaufible addrefTes have bin der 
figned as the ftale to vil^ ^nd trecherous prs^r 
Alices, The extraordinary blandifhments ati4 
endearing behavior qf Apfolam to the people, 
was only to Jieal their hearts ^ zn^ advance his 
intended rebellion, lij^/^. 15'. and 2)^w^ tells 
us of fome , whofe w6rdsarefofter then butter , 
hiving war in the heart ; whoje fiuprds were 
Jmootber then oil, andyet were very /words ^ Pfaf. 
5'^- ij. and God knows this Age has not fq 
much improved in finccrity , that wc fliould 
think the famQ Scenes afe not daily a6led ov??^ 
among us. - 

5 9uT 
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9. But befidcs all the blacker projefts of 
xhis kind , whicji nothing but the event can de- 
left, there is a Jower lort of this trechery, 
which is vifible , nay fo avowed , that it is qnc 
of the moft common fubjefts of mirth and en- 
tertainment ; I mean that of fcoifing and deri- 
fion , a thing too frequent among all , but I fear 
I may fay very peculiarly among Ladies , thpft 
Sit leaft of the modifli fort , their very civijitjes 
& icareflcs being often deflgn'd to gain matter 
of fcorn and laughter. Mutual vifits we know 
jre an jexpreflion of.refpeft, and fhould flow 
&Qm a real kindnefs , put if thofe now in ufc 
be fifted , how few will be found of tliat make ? 
.They are at the beft formal , a tribute rather 
paid to cuflom the friendlhip , and many go 
to fee thofe , for whbm they are perfedly in- 
difFereot whether they find them alive or dead , 
Well one fick. Nay very often they are worfe 
ttentl^^us , defign'd only to make obfervations , 

^\ to bolt out iomthing ridiculous wherewith 

to ijpoit themfelves as foon as tliey are gon ; 

9114 Ici^ft the inqueft ihould return with a non 

I ikventus , . they will accept of the flighted dif- 

poveries ; the leafl; mifplacing of a word , nay 

of a hair fliall b9 theme enough for a Cor 

medy. 

10. But if a poor Country Gentlewoman 
fall within their circuit , what a fl:ock of mirth 
do s flie afford them , how curiofly do they 
gnatomife ^very part pf her dreis , her meen , 

her 
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herdiale(^? nay perhaps to improve the Scene 
will recommend yet greater abiurdides to her 
under the notion ot the Mode , that fo ihe 
may be the more ample fubjeft of their fcom. 
Such vifits as thefe , are but infidioUs intnifi- 
ons of a (py rather then the good office of a 
neighbor; and when 'tis remembred how great 
a portion of fome womens time is fpent in 
this kind of diverfion, we muft conclude there 
have a multitude of z&s gon to make up the 
habit. I wifli they would fetioufly rcfleft on 
it , and unravel that injurious mirth by a pe- 
nitential fadnefs , and either fpend their time 
better then in vifiting / of elfe dircft their vi- 
fits to better purpofcs. And this they would 
certainly do , if they would exchange thcif 
mere popular civilities ( that kind of paidtand 
varnifh in manners ) for that true Chriftiaii 
condefcention , which admits of no deceit, 
but is as tranfparent as ^rujits wiiht his houTc 
Ihould be ; that has no fecret femes and ipriogSi 
to move the eies or Tongue a contraiy way 
from the heart ^ but is in reality all thatitprc^ 
tends to be. 

II. A fecpnd propriety of it is Conftancy^ 
for as it is true to others , fo it is to its fell; 
'tis founded on the folideft of Vertues , andiJ 
not fubjeft tp thofe light and giddy unccrt 
taintics; that the vulgar civiUtips are. For, 

hethatoutofi^difefteem of his proper worth, 
has/placed iiitfrftlf in d ^ate :df mferiori ty; 

wilt 
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will think it not an arbitrary matter , but] a 

I'uil debt to pay a refpedl to diofe he thinks 
lis betters ; and an humble mind will in every 
body find fomthing or other to prefer to him* 
felf. So that he acts upon a fixt principle, and 
is not in daimer of thole contradidions in his 
manners , which fhali render him one day fweet 
andaflable, an another fowre and morole. But 
fuch mutations are frequently incident to thofe 
who are fwaied by other motives ; fomtimes an 
intereft changes , and then the moft fawninj 
Sycophant can tranfplant his flatteries ani 
court a new Patron , yea many times to the 
defpight and vilifying of the old. 

II. SoMTiMES again, fortune may change; 
a man may fall from a profperous to an adverfe 
ftate , and then thofe who were prodigal of 
their civilities whilft he needed nothing elfe, 
will withdraw even thofe from him, lead: 
they fliould incoutage him to demand fom- 
thing more. An experiment of this Job made 
in his friends ( or rather flatterers ) whom 
he fitly compares to winter brooks, run- 
nii^ over when not needed , but quite dry 
when they are. 

13, But the mott frequent change is that 
of fancy and humor , which has a much more 
general fway then .reafon and judgment. This 
is fo obfervable in this vulgar rable , that of^ 
ten in an inftaftt they will fliift paflions^ 
and hate this hour what they doted on the 

■^ laft. 
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laft. Of this all popular ftates have afforded 
many coftly experiments, but we need not 
;o farther then the facred Story , where we 
ihd the Acclamations and Hofdnnahs of the 
multitude. Quickly converted into, crucify 
him, crucify him. This levity of mind lias bin 
obferved lo incident to women , that *tis be- 
doriie almoft prover?bial; for by how muck 
theit pafTions dre more violent , they are com- 
monly the lefs laflirtg: and as they arc rcc- 
kon'ci among thofe colder bodies that are par- 
ticularly influenced by the Moon, fo they^ 
feem to bear a great refemblance to her iim 
her viciflitudes and changes ; yet ftill with a- 
greater dcgrefe bf uncertainty ; fot fhe iti all 
her revolutions obferves fome conflant pc-» 
riods ; and we can tell irt her wain when ihe 
will be at full ; fo that fhe has a kind of cct- 
tainty even in her planetary errors ; but what 
Ephemerides can be framed for fome womeris 
humors? xyhd can tell how long the prefeiit 
will laft ? and what will be the next that Will 
fucceed ? * 

14. I need not bring inflartces of their in- 
conllance from that common place of paffio- 
nate widows, who have let a new love fail 
cy.en , through thofe floods of tears where-; 
wifh they bewailed the o|4 : for (befides that 
that is a caft \vherein poffibly they may find 
maitter enough for retorti6n ) it is. here a lit- 
tf§^ wide froiii my purpofe, Which defigns no 
*' •'" farther 
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farther inquifition then into their ordinary 
cottverfation , wherein that love of variety 
which is fo remaifkablc in their habit , their 
diet , theit diverfions , extends it felf often to 
their company , their friendfhips alfo and con- 
verfe. Thofe intimacies which they che- 
riftit lately , quickly grow defpicable , and at 
la^ haufcous , and confequently their beha- 
ve ior falls frorti kind 4nd civil, to cold and dif-^ 
dainful. I doubt not this has often bin pro- 
ved by many of thoffe humble companions ^ 
which cfficioufly attend them , who cannot aU 
Waies fix themlelves , no not by thofe flateries 
that firft introduced them ; fome new Comet 
perhaps has better refined the Art , and do's the 
fame thine more acutely and ingenioufly , and 
then the Old one is to be turned off as too grofs 
a Sycophant ; or if they have bin fd happy as 
to light upon fom of a more generous temper ^ 
who inftead of a fervile compliance with their 
humof , arid high charafterS of their worth , 
entertain them with the true images of them^ 
felves , and endevor to make what others on^ 
Jyfpeakthem, this is that unpardonable crime 
which forfeits ail degrees of favor, aftddo^s not 
only avert, but incenfe. A faithful Monitor 
is as unacceptable as a true Lodking-glafs to a 
deformed perfon, which at the beft will be fet 
afide , and elcapes well if not broken ; and 
while great perfons difpence their favors or 
their frowns by fuchperverfe mefufe as thefe, 

L they 
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they will be furc to do it unjuftly as well as 
unconftantly. 

15-. I am far from making this anuniverfal 
charge , I know there are women of the higheft 
quality , that guide themfelves by other rules , 
that are deaf to all the fong oi Syrens , and have 
the prudence to value a feafonable reproof be- 
fore the moft extravagant Panegyric ; but this 
is owing to that humility which I am now re- 
commending, witliout which 'tisasimpoffiblc 
forgreatnels to be proof againft flattery , as it 
is for a Pinnace with fpreading fails , and a vi- 
olent guft of wind , to fail fteddily without 
batlafl. And the frequent want of this is it, 
which makes it no lets frequent to fee thofc 
uneveneflles .and inequalities in behavior 
thofe partialities in difpenfmg even the com- 
moneft civilities which I have now reprefcnt- 
ed. 

x6. And fure 'tis none of the meanefl at- 
tributes due to that excellent vertue of humili- 
ty , that it can thus fix and poife the mind , cure 
thofe vertigoes and giddy humors, incident to 
thofe who are mounted aloft; and above all, 
that it is a fure Antidote againft the moft infi- 
nuating poifon of flattery , a holy fpel or amu- 
let againft the venemdt aParifite, which the 
Philofopher juftly calls the worft of tame 
bcafts , as a Detraftor is of wild : He being in- 
deed a kind of Vulture, in the way of feizure, 
no Icfs then ravine , who firft picks out the eies 

of 
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of that which he defigns to prey upon ; fuffer- 
ingnot the pcrfon concerned to fee any thinj 
or that deftrudlion which he is to feel. An< 
certainly none of the ominous Birds , no night 
Raven or fcrech-Owl can abode half fo dif- 
mally as thefe domeftic Birds of prey, which 
are not only prefages , but inftruments of ruinc 
whcrcfoever they naunt. 

17. 'Tis therefore the univerfal concern 
of thofe that are great and profperous , to chafe 
them away , as Abraham aid tne Fowles from 
his Sacrifice , Gen. 15. ii. but yet more pecu- 
liarly fo of thofe to whom fortune has given a 
iudden rife , and unexpefted grandeur , thay 
being of all others the moft obnoxious to this 
fort of Harpies. The furprizes of profperity 

. do no lefs difturb the judgment then thofe of 
adverfity: and as one wno is in an inftant 

'\ fnacht up to fome high Tower , is fo amazed to 
fee him felf there , that he has no juft niefure of 
the altitude , but thinks every thing farther be- 
low him then it is : fo they that afeend to great- 
nefs by fwift and rapid motions , have their 
heads 10 turned that they are apt to overvalu it , 
& to look with contemt on thofe whom before 
perhaps thty thought worth their envy. And 
€>n a mind thus prepared , flattery may make 
iany impteflion , it fubornina even Providence 
as a witnefs on its fide , ana inferring from the 
Dignities obtained , the tranfcending merit of 
the obtainer^ A piece of Soplurary which 

L X tie 
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the flighteft obfcrver may eafily confute, all 
Ages giving inftances of thofe whofe Vices 
have preferred them , and by a (Irange Chymi* 
llry have extrafted Honor out of infamous 
afts. Yet to a mind poflcft witli its ownad^ 
miration » this ihail pafs for a demonftration* 
So trechcrous a thing is Pride , that it combines 
with all who defign to cheat us : and indeed 
'tis not only an acceflary , but the princip^; 
none being in danger by others flatteries, who 
are not firft feduced^by their own, 

18. It will therefore be a point of Wifdoni 
for all Perfons of Honor to encreafe their .cau- 
tion with their fortune , and as they multiply 
their Retinues without , fo efpecially to in* 
force their Guard within , that they become 
not flaves to their own Greatncfs, fix not 
themfelves in fuch a pofture of State , as to be- 
come immoveable to all the offices of Huma- 
nity and Civility , nor think that their admit 
fion to Greatnefs is upon- the fame terms oh 
which the Jews were wont to receive their 
Profelyteis , that they mufl: renounce all their 
former relations , but to remember that thcjr 
differ no more from others , then as a counter 
fet in.the place of thoufands or hundreds , do^P 
from one fet in the place of tens or units. A 
little tranfpofition may quite alter the cafe ; or 
however, when they are all takonoffthe fc(»c 
they: ate then indilcrimitiatly nimbled toge- 
ther f ap^ QtkC hais 00 pjrecedenc;^ of another , 

'-•: . ' ■ . either 
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cither in pUcc or value. So undifcernible 
will be the difference between the grcateft 
Queen , and the meaneft Servant ; when Death 
that great Leveller , ftiall have mixt them ; 
there will be no inquifition in the Grave who 
came embalmed, or perfumed thither ; and 
as a Learned man faies , the Ulcers of Laza- 
rus will make as good duft as the paint of y^- 
zebel. 

19. But I Ihall be thoueht to have out- 
run: my Subjeft, or inftead of that amiable 
Image of Affability, and univerfal Obliging- 
nefs , the great Ornament of Life , to introduce 
the grim figure of Death, that fuUen Exe- 
' cutioner, whom ho Gift, no praiers An 
I moUify. Yet I cannot yield it wholly im- 
L pertinent; for as its final ftroke cures, all 
the infirmities. of the body , fo the fore-fight 
' and contemplation of it is ias much a Catho- 
licon for all the maladies of the mind ; efpe- 
daily that of infolence and difdain. For fure 
they cannot much pride tliemfelvesinanyex- 
jaltation , that remember tliey muft finally fall 
into the duft: nor arrogantly defpife others , 
who confider tliat themfelves ihall one day be 
injulted over by worms and infefts. Such men- 
tal defccnts into, the vault or charnel-houfe , 
are the beft difciplines for tlic.demeanor ino- 
4cher places, according to the adjnonition of 
the Wife man , Remember they endy and thou 
\fbait never do anfifi* 

SECT, 
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SECT. V. 

Of Piety. 

I. T ASTLY , To compleat and en 
JL/all other Excellencies, nothing it 
proper , fo neceflary as Piety and Devot 
This is the fait which feafons all Sacrifi( 
yea , the Altar which fanftifies the Gift ; 
good ( how fplendid foever in the figh 
man ) being acceptable to God , till it be i 
cdnfecrated, and have this feal of the I 
duary upon it. This is a Vertue truly 
vine as well in its original as its end ; for \ 
conies from Heaven, (is an afflation of 
blefled Spirit ) fo it tends thither alfo , and 
ther raifes its Votaries. This is it which 
limates and fpiritualizes Humanity , defec 
and refines it from all the dregs of moi 
ty, and fo wings our earthly lumpiihnat 
that we can foar aloft to the region of Spi 
and by its raptures make fome effay of 
ilatc of feparation , even while we arelii 
to the body. This is it which combines i 
with God , that we have the fame intereft 
iame choices i nay it do's in a fort comn 
cate and enteriphange proprieties with 1 
the All-power£ud God feems impotent and 
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blc to refift its influence , whilft it invefts'us 
ceble wretches in a kindofOmnipoten€y» by 
ngaging him for us who can do all things. 

z. N o vr this Piety may be confidered ci- 
ber in a larger , or more limited fenfe : in the 
Drmer 'tis as wide as the whole fcheme of Du- 
y , not confined to any one aft , but extend- 
d to all the commands of God, For as the 
inimal fpirit difRifes its felJF into all the moft 
iiflant menlbres of the body ; fo this more vi- 
[al Principle has as univerial an influence on 
che mind , ftamps that with fuch an admirati* 
on and reverence of God , fuch a love and 
complacency in him , that every aft is ( at lead 
habitually ) deflgn'd to obey and glorifie him. 

3 . I N the more limited fenfe , Piety is ta- 
ken for our more impiediate intercoune with 
God in things purely divine , as Adorations , 
Praiers, Afpirations, and all pantings and brea- 
things of the foul after him ; and in this noti- 
on 'tis more particularly called Devotion. 
And this is comprehended in the other , as a 
part in the whole; nay indeed, asaneffeftin 
its caufe ; for where Piety has not firft formed 
wd modeled the foul , there can be no true 
Devotion. External forms of it there may be , 
but that is but ceremony and pageantry , the 
noft fubmiflive proftrations are there but like 
:hat of T)agon before the Ark , the fall of a 
ivelefs trunk ; the moft elevated eies but k 
und of convulfive motion ; and the moft ri- 
gid 
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f;id mortifications , but like the cuttings and 
auncings of Baals Pricfts. Of this the very 
Heathen had fome notion , and therefore ia 
their worlhips had many preparatory ceremo- 
nies of luflration, and purifying, as being 
confcious of the incongruity , that unholy 
Perfons Ihould be admitted to Sacred things. 
And accordingly J^e^rr^/rw has excellently (I 
had almoft faid Evangelically ) defined, tbi 
be ft "xay of worjhlfping God , to be the doin^ 
what he commands. Indeed without this , oirf 
Devotion is meer ftratagem and defign , we in- 
voke God as we ufe to cajole men , only to 
ferve a prefent turn ; and of fuch difingcj* 
nuous addrefles , 'tis eafie to read the event , oi 
if we cannot, Solomon will inftrudus, Trtn^ 
15-. 8. the T raters cfthe wicked are anaboni^ 
nation to the Lord. ^ 

4. To treat of the feveral branches of Picf' 
ty in the firft notion ,, is not agreeable to thi 
intended brevity of this Treatife ; nor necef* 
fary, becaufe there are fo many diilinftTrafts. 
extant on that Subjed; yet I Ihall the more 
clofely to adapt it to my female Readers , ob- 
ferve the propriety of it to women , not only 
as it is their greareft ornament and advantage, 
but efpecially as they have fomwhat more of 
predifpofition towards it in their native tem- 
per. Gods Laws which are the rule of Piety , 
have this common with mens, that they arc 
inforced upon us by the propofals both of pu- 

niflimcnts 
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nifliments and rewards , by that means engage- 
iBg two of our moft fenfiblepaffions , Fear and 
Love ; and the female Sex being eminent for 
the pungency of both thefe , they arc confc- 
quently the better prepared for die impreflions 
of Religion. 

• 5. T H I s is fo much acknowledged , that 
our mafculine Atheifts make an ill ufe of it , 
and are willing to think that Religion owsits 
force only to the impotence of the fubjedl on 
which it works , that 'tis only an impofition 
upon the eafie credulity of women , and ar^ 
content to allow them the inclofure of it; 
: wherein, tho they fufiiciently fliew their con- 
\ temt of Piety , yet they unawares give a greater 
[.honor to that Sex then they intend, whilft they 
I • confefs it more capable of an aflimilation to 
the fupreme Goodnefs , and of the renewal of 
Gods Image (for to that all Piety is defign'd ) 
thfn their own. And therefore women have 
Sq little reafon to be afliamed , that they ought 
to glory in the conceffion , and grateiully to 
celebrate the goodnefs of God to them , who , 
as he brings light out of darknefs , fo converts 
their natural infirmities into a means of afpi- 
ritual ftrength , makes the impotencies and de- 
fers of their nature fubfervient to the opera- 
tion of Grace; and by confecrating their very 
Paffions , makes even thofe Gibeonitj&s fervice- 
abU to the Tabernacle.. But then 'tis to be 
remcmbred , that the greater is th^^? obligation 

M to 
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to comply with this defigti of Gods , to let thdr 
paflions run in the channel he has cut for them; 
lo to confine their Fear and Love to fpiritual 
Obje(^ , that they make no inordinate erupti- 
ons to any thing elfe , all their eftimations of 
things dreadful or defirable , to give ftill the 
juft deference to that which is eternal. 

6. And, as Women in general have this 
advantage towards Piety , and obligation to it 
fo particularly thofe of Quality , wno we may 
fuppofe to have g(?nerally a more early inftinir 
tion and inftruftion in it then thofe of a mea- 
ner rank : and befides , have afterwards more 
opportunities of being built up in the knpwr 
ledg of their duty , and ( by the help o£ an in- 
genuous education ) clearer apprehenfions to 
difcernit; and when they do fo , have greater 
obligations to perform it , both in refpcft of 
God , of others , and themfelyes. 

7. I N refpeft of God they have the great* 
eft tie of gratitude , not only for the common 
mercies which they partake with the reft of 
mankind , but for thofe peculiar , by which they 
ai^e differenced from otners; of which, if they 
want a juft value , let them ask themfelves how 
willing they would be to part with them ; how 
Ihe that =hi»s fed delicatly , would like to be dc- 
folate in the ftreet , 0r Jhe that has bin brought 
up in Scarlet, to embrace the dunghil. Lam. 4. 
5r. aftd iaccordihg to the averfion they find 
CO iUchachdog^, let th$m efttmate their pre- 

fcnt 






k 



r 

r 

i 



i 



'm\ 



Iect. V; Offitty. 9i 

f 

bflt chjoiment ; and the thanJkfuUiefS it e!^- 
As. 

8. Secondly, in regard of othets , their Pic* 
y xbackt with their fecular advantages , may 
)e of more extenfive benefit ; they have ma- 
ly opportunities of doing gobd by theit in- 
luence on others; or it rib way elfe, yet 
:he fplendor of their example , will by thd 
emifiehcy of their conditioiis ihirie ( as a light 
On fome high Tower ) mote perfpicuouify i 
knd guide many irito the fame path of Vtrtue- 
And cettainly 'tis no fmall obligation that 
lies on them in this refpe A ; ftir God ^ whd 
Mips nothing \<^ithout an end wdrthy of his 
Wifdom , can never be thought to have ieleft- 
cd fome perfoiis as the objefts of his bounty ^ 
ihcrely that they may fwill and glut them- 
felves with feniual plefures. No doiibtlefs, 
Be who is the great Mafter of the Univef fe ^ 
difpofes all things for comriion benefit ; iind 
therefore , if he hav6 placed fome iii an high- 
er Orb then others , it is that they may hive 
an aufpicious influence on thofe below them ; 
ind if they fail m this , tkey are no longer 
Stars but Con^ets , things of omiiious and iin- 
Jiicky abode to all iboiit them. I might en- 
large on this fubjeft , but haviiig don it al- 
ready in the Gehtlemans Callipg , I fuppofc 
it unnecefiary , fince that part is equally adapt- 
ed to both Sexes. 

M i 0. \A 
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9. I n the laft place , they have all obliga- 
tion to Piety , in refpeft of themfelves , and 
that in two confiderations ; the firft of thcii 
prefent danger ; the fecond, of their final ac- 
count. For their danger ; 'tis evident they 
do not more out-number their inferiors in any 
thing then in the opportunities , nay folicita- 
tions to fin. Wealth and Honor have manv 
fnares , and which is worfe , do often difpolc 
the mind to fuch a heedlefs fecurity, that 
it takes no care to avoid them: and as in the 
body , the difeafes of repletion are far more 
numerous then thofe of emptinefs , fo the mini 
is oftner vitiated by affluence andprofperity, 
then by indigence and adverfity. It becomes 
therefore thofe who are fo furroundedwithc- 
nemies, to forti fie themfelves : and that they 
can no way do , but by a fincere Piety , that 
whole armor of God which the Apoftle de- 
fcribes , Efh. 6. 13.^ which alone they m(^ 
repel all the darts of temptations ; nay not only 
ward the blow , but wreft the weapon out of 
Satans hand , fo that when he urges to them 
the opportunities / the impunity which their 
wealtn and greatnefs gives them to be bad, 
they may retort this Argument , and by a 
wholfomer inference coUeft thence their 
great obligation to be good , and that not 
only upon the fcore or gratitude ( tho that 
were enough to an ingenious foul ) but in the 
fecond place of intereft alfo , in refpe6l of that 

account 
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account they muft finally give. For tho God 
be not an unjuftexaftor to reap where he has 
not fown , yet he is not fo ncghgently pro- 
. fiife as to do that which no prudent man will 
do, fcatter his goods promifcuoufly , without 
taking notice where they fall ; but as he dif- 

gnces all things by a particular providence , 
^ he do's it^:o a particular end , and will exaft 
I as particular an account how that end has bin 
j complied with. 

10. It is a fmart exprobration of God to 
\Ifrael, Ez£k.i6, 17, 18, 19. that flic had fa- 
^ crilegioufly emploied his 7?/i;^r //»^/^^/^, hii 
' oil, his flower and hony which he had given her ^ 
in the fervice of her Idols , by which as we may 
• fee he takes notice how we difpofe of our 
•temporal poflcflions, fo it fliews us how the 
-cnditement will proceed againft all thofc 
who fo pervert their ufe. With what confu- 
'fion muft they appear at the great Audit , who 
can give no other account of their rcceits , 
but that they confumed them upon their lufts , 
Waged war againft "God with his own trefure , 
and bin as well thieves as rebels ? What a Lu- 
cifcrian fall will they have from their honors ; 
who have endevored to undermine Gods? 
thought themfelves too great tp pay him ho- 
mage, and by their profane and vicious 
example , induced a contemt of him ? In fliort , 
what a retaliation tof inverfions will there 
then be? thofe that have turned Gods grace 

into 
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into waoroimcfs » converted his bounty 
the fiiel of their pride and luxury , fhall 
have their glory tum'd into ihame , their 
and exceiles into the want of a drop of 
ter , and fhall retain nothing of their g 
nefs , but the guilt ; the grating remembi 
of having abufed thofe temporal blefli 
which if well managed might have rec( 
them into everlafting habitations. Hov 
ceflary then is it for all who have recei\ 
much upon account , to be often refledlin 
it , examining what charges the great o' 
has impofed upon fo ample an income ? ' 
God requires of them for whom he hath 
fomuch? And this is particularly the bu{ 
of Piety , which in all the fore-mentionc 
ipefts , is as the ufefuUeft , fo the noblej 
complifhment of greatnefs. 

II. And fuch it hath bin accountec 
this profane Age of ours, which has rem 
all the boundaries of the former , reverft 
the inftinds of nature , and will not lea^ 
fo much of Religion as had the very woi 
Heathens. For how erroneous foever 
were in the choice of their Deities, the 
waies honored and reverenc'd thofe 
chofe, committed mod of their enorn 
in obedience, not in aCront to them : die 
aflign them votaries,as Jeroboam did his Pi 
of the meaneft of the people , but tho 
themfelves dignified by their fcrvice , ai 

ft 
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fleemcd it an infamy not to be pious. But 
alas, 'we now adaies make other eftimates ; 

' JCeligion is fo abjeft , fo contemtible a thing , 
as is thought fit to influence none that are 
great either in parts or quality : and therefore , 

- tho too many are willing to appropriate it to 

f£^ women, upon t:he firft account, ostheGoJfel 

^ is the foolifhnefs of preaching y i Cor. i. ii. yet 
they make exceptions upon the latter, and 
" pre not willing to afford it any of the nobler 
Profely tes even of that Sex. 

IX. I doubt not there arc many Leftures 
wad to' fuch , to fortify them againft all im- 
treflions of Piety , to raze out the coi^imon 
Motion of a God , and in order to that to de- 
^pofe his Vicegerent within them , difcard their 
eonfcience , that unmannerly inmate , which 
is ftill fpeaking what they have no mind to 
^icar, and will be apt fom times to queftion 
%eir grand principle , and tell them they have 
fouls. And truly 'tis no wonder if the abet- 

VI. ^*^s of Atheifm take this courfe ; for fince they 
have no fohd foundation of truth or reafon, 
*tis but neceflary they fupport their Party by 
Autority ; the countenance and applaulc of 
<jreat Perfons : and God knows they have too 
much fucceeded in the defign. But in the 
mean time what fecurity do tney give for the 

^- truth of their pretentions ? We know 'tis ftill 
required* of thofe that will praftice upon other 

^ peoples concerns, that they putincautionto 

" fecure 
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fccurc the owner from dammage. But alas whai 
gage can they give for a foul ; who can con 
trive a form ot Indemnity where that is th( 
thing hazarded? 

13. 'T I s cafie indeed for one of thefe A 
podles of Satapi , to tell a Lady that flic hai 
notliing to do but to indulge to her plefure 
that 'tis this extremeft folly to be frighted fron 
a prcfcnt cnjoiment , by a fear of I know noi 
wnat future fmart; that God, and Sin, am 
Hell, are but names, certain Mormos am 
Bug-bears conjur'd up by Divines , to work( 
upon her fear , and abufe her credulity. This 
and much more of this kind may be faid ; am 
I doubt often is ; but all this while the que- 
flion is bcgg'd and a flrong affirmation muil 
pafs for proof: for I defy all the Doftors ol 
Athcifm to make any dcmonftration of theii 
'J'cnct; and yet tho they pretend to no Dfr 
nionfl ration thcmfelves , Religion muft be 
condemned merely for the want of it: thai 
is, for n^'t making fpiritual things liable td 
fcnfc. for dillinguilhing between Belief ali^ 
Nriciuc; which is indeed for doing the moll 
rtMronahlc ihing in the world, w^. there 
lUMlin^^ every object to the trial of its pro 
per fiunlry . and they who fufpeft it upoi 
ihtii ihioiuu. may by the fame kind of Logic 
w rdn^lc us out of all our fenfes . may per 
IwniU* us wo hear nothing becaufc the ei 
illlivCriK \v>\ ibun Js , chat we call not , becauf 

th 
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t ear underflatids not gulls and fapors 4 and 
on the reft; 

14. And yet this is the bottom of thofe 
guments which the great pretenders of Rea- 
I make againft Rehgion ; and in the meati 
le tave fo httle ingenuity as to exclame on 
I light creduhty ot fools and women , that 
ibrace the diftates bf faith , whilft at the 
nc inftant they exaft a more implicit aflcnt 
their negative Articles, i their no Religion; 
ftrange magifterial confidence fo to impofe 
this Age , what is fo univerfally contradi- 
)ry to all former , and to the cbiiinlon verdift 
mankind. For 'tis obfervable thro all the 
cccflions of men , that there were never any 
:iety , any coUedive body of Atheiftsi A fm- 
5 one might perhaps be here & there be found 
is we fee fomtimes monfters or miihaperl 
ths ) but for the generality they had alwaies 
:h inftinfts of a Deity , , that they never 
Dught they ran far enough from Atheifm 5 
t rather chofe to multiply their Xjods , to 
^c too many then none at all : nay were apt 
defcend to the adoration of things below 
jmfelves , rather then to renounce the power 
3ye them. By which we may fee that the 
riiori of a God is the ftioft indelible chara- 
r , of natural Reafdn ; and therefore what- 
It pretence our Atheifts make to ratiocina-^ 
n and deep difcourfe , it is none of that pri- 
irive fundamental reafon coetaneous with 

N 6tir 
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our humanity; but is indeed a reafon fit only 
for thofe , who own themfelves like the beails 
that perilh. 

If. But admit we could be more bounti- 
ful to them , and allow their opinion an equal 
probability with our Faith , yet even this could 
never jumfie any body in point of prudence, 
that fhould adhere to them. Common difcre* 
tion teaches us, that where twopropofitioas 
have an equal appearance of truth , there is no 
rational inducement to prefer one before the 
other , till we have examined the confequen- 
ceSv ^nd find fomthing in the one which may 
over-poife and outweigh the contrary. Now j 
in all things that concern praftice , there arc 
no motives fo confiderable either to invite or 
avert , as Advantage or Danger. 

16. Let us apply this to the prefent cafe, 
and examine thepretenfions of the Atheiftand 
the Chriflian in both refpcfts. Butfirftwearc 
to remember, that both Advantage and Dan- 
ger are to be viewed under a double notion 
either as prefent or as future. The former is 
the Atheifts moft proper fubjeft , and indeed 
all that he can pertinently fpeak to, who profef- 
fes himfelf only a man of this world. Here he 
will tell us that the disbelief of God and ano- 
ther life , is the great enfranchifer of mankind , 
fets us at liberty from that thraldom , thofe 
Bonds wherewith our fuperflitious fear had 
fetter'd us ; that it fuperfedes all thofe nice and 

perplexing 
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perplexing inquiries of lawful apd unlawful , 
ind reduces all our inquifitions only to this 
>ne , how we Ihall mod pleafc our felvcs. The 
rlu tton need not put a knife to his throat , but 
s only to put an edg upon his palate. The 
Irutikard need not refrain his cups , but only 
ake care that they be filled with the mod de- 
icious liquor. The wanton need not pull out 
lis cie , but only contrive to poflefs that which 
:efflts him to defire ; and in a word none of our 
ippetites need be reflrain'd , but fatisfied. And 
[bis uncontroul'd licentioufnefs , this brutifh 
liberty, is t\\dX. Jutmnum bonum , thatfupreme 
happinefs which they propofe to themfelves , 
and to which they invite others. 

17. O N the other fide the Chriftian is not 
without his clame to a prefent advantage , tho 
of a far differing nature : he is not fo prepofte- 
tous as to think it a preferment to fink below 
his kind ; to afpire to an aflimilation with mere 
animals , whicn is the utmoft the former a- 
mounts to , but he propofes to himfelf the fa- 
dsfaftion of a man; thofe delights which may 
jntertain his Reafon, not his Senfe, which 
:onfifl in the reftitude of a well-inform'd Mind. 
Hfis Religion is the perfefteft Scheme of Mo- 
ality , and makes him a Philofopher without 
he help of Scholes : it teaches him the art of 
ibduing his appetites , calming his paifions , 
nd in a word makes him Lord of himfelf ; and 
y that gives him all the plefures which refult 
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from fuch a foveraignty. Nor is he totally 
void even of the plefures of fenfe , which in ma- 
ny inftances are greater to him then to thofc 
that mpft court them. Temperance cooks his 
courfeft diet to a greater guft, then all their 
ftudied mixtures; Chaftity makes one lawful 
embrace more grateful to him , then all the 
naufeating variety of their unbounded lufts; 
and Contentment fwells his mite into a Talent, 
makes him richer then the Indies would do if 
he defired beyond them , Mor is it a contemr 
tible benefit , that his Moderation gives him art 
immunity from thofe fenfitive pains which oft 
bring up the rear of inordinate fenfual plefures* 
So tliat his condition even fet in the worft 
light , in that very particular wherein the A- 
theift moft triumphs over him , is not fo deplo*- 
rable as'tis reprefented. 

i8. But if it were, he has plefures thai 
would infinitly overwhelm that fmart, and 
that not only in his reafon ( as hath bin faii 
before ) but in his more fublime diviner part, 
fuch irradiations from above, fuch antcpafts 
of his future blifs , fuch acquiefccnce in a 
calm and ferene confcience , as is very cheapo 
ly bought with all he can fufFer here. I know 
the profane laugh at thefe things as Chime-: 
ra's and the illufions of a prepofefiedfancyj 
( and truly if they were fo , they might yet 
come in balance with many of their plefures 
which are as much owing to opinion and it 

maginatioQ 
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magination : ) but if we confider what flip- 
ports they have given under the heavieftpref- 
lures , how they enabled the primitive Mar- 
TS not only to fuffer , but even to court all 

It is formidable to humane nature , we can- 
not think that a mere phantaftic imaginary 
joy could deceive the fenfe of fuch ieal , fuch 
acute torments. And tho in this great de- 
clination of Zeal , there be perhaps few that 
can pretend to thofe higher degrees of fpiritu- 
al raptures , yet certainly were the votes of all 
devout perfons collefted, they would all conr» 
cur in this teftimony , that even in the com- 
mon offices of Piety , the ordinary difcharge 
of a good Confcience , there is an infinitly 
greater complacence , a higher guft andrelilh 
'then in all the plefures of Senfe. Put of this 
the mod irrefragable witneflcs are thofe who 
from great voluptuaries have turned devotes ; ^ 
and I dare appeal to their experience , whe- 
ther of the two ftates is the moft plefant. I 
wifli thofe who will not believe this on other 
words , would themfel ves make the trial , and 
till they do fo they are notoriouily unjuft to 
pronounce that a fiftion, of whofe reality 
they refufe to make proof. 

19. B Y what hath bin faid , fome eftimate 
may be made which bids faireft ( the Atheift 
or Chriftian ) as to prefent temporal felicity : 
hut alas what an allay , what a damp is it to fe- 
licity to fay 'tis temporal 5 yet we may give it 
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a term below that , and fay 'ds momentary. 
For fince our life is fo , nettling that depends 
on that can be otherwife, and yet in this 
(hallow bottom the irrehgious embark their 
all. For, as to all future advantage , 'tis their - 
Principle to difclame it , they difcern no r^ .; 
"VDardfor blamelefs fmls ^ Wifd.x.xx. So that 
in this particular the Chriftian do*s not com- 
pare with, but triumph over them. Bit 
huKt'S that if his earthly houfi of this tabema* 
cle be dijfohed^ he hath a biuldingof God i im 
Hou/e not made with hands , etemalin the Heon 
vens^ x Cor. 5. i. That when he parts with 
his life , he do's not reiign his happinefs , but 
ihall receive it infinitly improved both in d^ 
gree and duration. And now certainly 'tis vi* 
fible enough which opinion propofes the fair* 
er hopes , and confequently which ( fuppo- 
fmg but an equal probability of truth ) is the 
moft inviting. 

xo. But fome fpirits there are fo igno- 
ble , that the moft glorious Prize cannot aoi- 
mate them, that like a fwine, themufclesof 
whofe eies , they fay , permit him not to look 
upward , is not concerned in all the felicities 
above , but would at a venture refign his Ihare 
in thofe , fo he may fecurely enjoy his hufk 
and drafE But yet even thofe who arc un- 
capable of the more generous refentments, 
may be apt enough to the more fervile ; and 
danger may fright , tho glory cannot allure 

them. 
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ita. It concerns fuch therefore to com"* 
ce the mifchiefs which each Opinion threa* 
IS to their oppofites , and from thence make 
eftimate which is fifeft to be chofen. And 
re let the Atheift himfelf caft up the ac* 
int of the dangers confoquent to Chriftia* 
y , and it can all amount but to this , the 
privation ( or rather moderation ) of fome 
:fent fenfual plefures , or the incurring of 
ne prefent fenfitive pains; the former in 
\ daily exercife of Temperance , and Mor- 
cation; the latter, ( more rarely and oftnet 
purpofe then aft ) the fuffering for righte* 
Ineis fake. And both thefe the Chriftian 
ances , nay out-weighs by two more im- 
rtant prefent hazards on the other lide. To 
5 former he oppofes the danger of being en- 
Fed to the brutifh part of a mans felt , a 
ng fo deplorable even in the judgement of 
manity , that all writers of Ethics have uni- 
mly declared no fervility to be fo fordid 
i intolerable , as that of the vicious man to 
paflions and Lufts. To the latter, he con- 
nts the mifchief of being a (lave to every 
n elfe, for fuch he certainly is, whom the 
r of fuffering can baffle out of any thing 
thinks juft and honeft. For if all the men 
:he World could fucccffively have the pow- 
to afflift him, they would alfo have to 
nmand and rule him; and what can be 
re abjed: , more below the dignity of hu-^- 
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man nature, then to have a fpiritalwaies pie- 
pared for fuch a fcr>'itude ? Befides even the 
utmoft fufTering which Chriflianity can at 
any time require , is outvied daily by the dF- 
fects of Luxury and Rage ; and Tor one thai: 
has opportunity to be a Martyr for his God, 
thoufands become fo to their Vices. 

21. If from the prefent we look forward 
to future dangers , the Atheift muft here be 
perfectly filent ; he cannot fay that the Cbri* 
(lian after this life ihall be in any worfe e* 
(late then himfelf , fince he concludes they 
ihall both be the fame nothing, but die 
Chriftian threatens him with a more difmal 
flate. He allows him indeed a being , yeaafl 
eternal one ; but it is only fuch as qualifies him 
for a mifcry as eternal ; the worm that never 
dies, the fire unquenchable , where all the cx- 
cefTes of his fhort Plefures ihall be avenged 
with more exceffive , endlefs Torments : nis 
fenfcs which were there the only Organs of his 
felicity , ihall tlien be ( tho not the only ) the ve- 
ry fenfiblc mediums of his wretchednefs; and 
tnat Confcicrtce which he here fufpended from 
its office , ihall then take out its arrears , and re^^ 
turn all its ilifled admonitions in perpetual 
horrors , and defperate upbraidings. I need 
not now fure ask on which fide the greater 
danger lies. 

XX. To conclude , the refult of all is , that 
ihp tranfitory Plefures of the Atheiftare over- 

poifed 
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poifed even by the prefent Satisfactions of the 
Pious- And the Eternity of unbounded , un- 
conceivable joies he expefts hereafter, comes 
in ex abundanii , havifig nothing on the other 
fide that offers at a competition with it. And 
It the very fame rate ot Proportion we have 
feen the dangers alfo are fo , tliat we can eafi Jy 
compute the utmoft mifchief our Chriftianity 
can do us, if it Ihould be falfe; but the dammagc 
of the other is ineftimable , both for the penal- 
ty of Lofs and Senfe. I may now appeal to 
common Prudence to Judg ot the vaft inequa- 
lity , and to pronounce , that fure there had 
need be fome great evidence of truth on the 
Atheifls fide , to preponderate all thefe difad- 
vantages. Indeed , nothing much below a 
demonftpation can Juftify the choice of fo 
dangerous Principles ; I am fure an equal pro- 
bability can never do it , where the danger is 
fo unequal; and were the vcrieft Atheift con- 
fulted in a fecular cafe of the like circuni- 
ftances , he would certainly pronounce him a 
mad man that ihould make luch an eleftion, 
How defperate a phrenfy then is it to do it , 
without lo much as that equal probability : 
lay indeed , without any probability at all ? 
\.nd yet this madnefs fets up for the moappoly 
lot of Wit only , but Rcafon too ; and by 
onfidence and clamor; feeks to run down 
hofe Arguments it can never confute. 
0(3 . I may be thought here to have made 
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too long a digreflion from my Proper Subje A, 
but cannot confefs it fo ; for fince m^ prefent 
bufmcfs is tp recommend Piety , I can 
no W4y do that fo effedually as by ihewing 
its confonancy to right reaion , efoecially 
confidering the bufie induftry nowuledtoret 
prefent it under another form , and to alienate 
lirom it thofe perfons , whofp Greatnefs may 
give it any luftre or repute in the World; oi 
which fojrt I fuppofe there arc few more frcr 

Silently attaqued then Women of Quality, 
lat converfe among thofe who call thcm-r 
fclves the Wits of the Age ; who living in fo 
jnfei^ious an air , had need of fome antidotes 
about them ; and if what I have now offered , 
appear not forcible enough , ( for it pretends 
not to the tithe of what may be faia on the 
Subjeft) yet it may at lead do them this fer? 
vice , to put them in mind of what they need, 
|ind fend them tp the fuller difpenfatories of 
others. 

Z4. And that is the thing I ihould catr 
ncftly beg of them , that they would be fojuft 
to their own intereft, as not to combine with 
fcducers againft themfelves ; but if they have 
bin fo unhappy as to lend one ear unto them , 
yet at lead not to give up both to be forced in 
aflaviihfubmiiTionto their di6hites, but hear 
what may be faid on the other fide. And fore 
*tis but a low compofition for God thus to S- 
y ide with Satan s yet 'tis that of which his Er 

miflari^ 
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nidaries are fo jealous 4 that 'tis one of thciif 
;rand Maxims , thar none who profefles Divi-* 
lity is to be advifed with ; and therefore hf 
ill Arts they are to be rendred either ridicu-^ 
ous , or fufpefted ; to which methinks may be? 
tpplied that Fable ( wKidh T)emofthenes onct 
ccited to the Athenians , when Alexander de- 
nanded of them to deliver Up their Orators ) 
>f the Wolves and the Sheep , who coming tp 
I Treaty ^ the jfirft Article of the Wdlvcs was i 
iiat the iheep ihould give tip their iiiaftives 
i^hich guarded them : the refemblance is too 
:>byious to need a minute application. 

15'. But this is liianifeftly td reveirfc alt 
former Rules , and to truft a man rather in any 
Faculty then his owrt, and would never hav^ 
j;)revailed in any thing but wher6 the foul id 
concerned ^ that poor aefpkable thing < where- 
On alone we think fit to make experiments. 
*Tisfure, that if any ihould difpute theif titld 
to an earthly Pofleflioil , they would not fp 
tamely refign it , nor would truft their owil 
felves in its defence , but wbuld confult theit 
ibleft Lawyers , and by them , {ift out every 
circuniftance that might eftabiifli their clame. 
tVhy fhould they then fufFer themfelves to be 
:alk'd out of an Heavenly inheritance , with- 
)ut fo mUch as once proppfina their doUbt j 
:o thofe whofe ftudy and profeflion it is to re- 
blve them ? But as in all other ills , fo in this i 
irevcntion is better then cure ; and therefore 

O 0^ to 
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to thofe that are yet untainted ^ the fccureft 
courfe will be to ftop their ears againfl all pro* 
fane infinuations ; and to ufe thofe who temt 
them to be difloial to their God , that fpiritual 
adultery , as they ihould to thofe who folicic 
them to the carnal , not fo much as to enter 
parly , buth with the greateft indignation de- 
teft and rejeft them. 'Tis the faying of the 
Wife man , Trov. xy. X3. that an angry couth 
tenance driveth away a back-biting tongue. And 
certainly , would Great Perfons look fevercly 
on fuch defamers of Religion , they would 
live fome check to that impudence of pro* 
fanenefs wliich has given it fuch a vogue in die 
World. 

xtf. And fure this is much theit Duty ta 
do ^ if they own any relation to that God 
who is fo difhonorea. They would think it 
a very difingenuous thing to fit by to hear a 
Friend or Benefaftor reviled , and exprefs 
no difplefure ; and is God fo friendlefs a- 
mong them > that only his traduccrs and blaf^ 
phemers can be patiently heard ? Among the 
Jews , at the hearing of any blafphemy , they 
rent their clothes; but I fear we have fome 
of our nice Dames that would be much more 
concerned at a rip in their garment , then at 
the rending and violating Gods Sacred Name ; 1 
and could more patiently behold the total \ 
fubverfion of ReHgion , then the diforder or ! 
mifplacing a lock or riband. But 'tis to be 

hoped 
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hoped there are not many fo impious ; and 
thofe that are not , will furely think them- 
fclves obliged with all their power , to difcoun* 
tcnance all the Fiutors of irreligion , whether 
they be the folemn fedater fort * that would ar- 
gue i or the jollier , that would rally them out of 
dieir Faith* 

17 But when they have thus provided 
againft the affaults of others , and fecured 
tne fpeculative part of ReHgion , they have 
•only eftablilhed a Judicatory againft them- 
-fclves, ftored up matter of Conviftion and 
"Accufation , if they anfwer it not in the pra- 
Ace* i mtift therefore after this long excur- 
^on , return to my firft Point , and befeech 
*hcm ferioufly to weigh the obligatidns they 
iave to Piety in the general notion of it; as it 
t!)omprehcnds all the duties of a Chriftian life ; 
«f wnich as I intend not to fpeak particular- 
ly; fo I know not where to find a better fum- 
mary , then that which St. James has drawn up, 
Qap. I. verf. 27. Ture Relinon and undefiled 
htfore God even the Father is this , to vi/itthefa- 
tber/e/s and widows in their offliBion^andto keef 
bimfelf unjpotted jrom the worlds 

i8. B UT befides this general , there is ( as 
I faid before ) another more reftrained notion 
of Piety , as it relates to our more immediat 
ciitercourfe with God in divine Ordinances 
tad Worlhip ; in which refpeft it commonly 
paiTes under the name of Devotion , and thus 

cotiddcc'd 
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confider'd it has a great propriety to tliefe 
male Sex. For Devotion as a tender Planti' 
that will fcarce root in ftifF or rocky ground^i 
but requires a fupple gentle foil; andtherefo; 
the feminine foftnefs and pliablenefs is t 
apt and proper for it. And accordingly ther 
have bin very eminent growths of it in 
Sex. I need not heap up examples of fo 
Ages , but rather penwade this to le^ve fo 
at lead to the following , and the more 
fiderable the perfons ate^ the mote conf| 
cuous will be the example , which feems 
more to adapt it to thofe I now fpeak 
Devotion in a Cloifler is as reclufe as the V 
tary , a light rather under a buihel then 
a candeiftic : and in an obfcure Cottage 'i 
cither not obferved, or elfe thought to 
but the effeA of deflitution and fecular wants 
a referve rather then a choice : but when th 
who are in the eie of the world , the moft 
minent Aftors on the Theater of human life 
fhall chufe the part of a Saint , when thofi 
who want none of the divertifments or bl 
difhments of earth , fhall have their conv 
fation in Heaven , this recommends it to tM] 
Spcftators* as the true and greateft objdJ 
of human choice ; fince 'tis chofen by thofe 
who know the utmofl pretence of all its com-, 
pctitors. 

xp. N o R is devotion only more excellcnf 
in them in regard of its effe^s, but 'tis alfo 

more 
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« ncccflary in re^eft of their obligationi 
votion is an abftrjiftion from the World , 
) therefore cannot in any eminent degrees 
ppgftifed by thofe whofe neceflities or bu- 
lis do much entangle them in it. So that 
m fttch , a far lels proportion will be ac« 
ited , then frpm thofe , whofe plenty and 
b give them no other want but that of em- 
liment. And certainly if there be any , of 
cm that can truly be faid. Women of 
ility are the perfons : for they in this refpeft 
:eed even men of the like ranH; for the men 
often engaged in public emploiments^ 
I mull lend moft of their time to the ufe of 
icrs ; or however all have the care of their 
n privat affairs ; the managery of their for- 
ics to employ them. But of women the 
iioft that is ordinarily required , is but a lit- 
cafie infpeftion within their own walls* 
: overfight of a few children , andfervants , 
i even from this how many are by their 
idition of life exemted? and how many 
re do by their nicenefs and delicacy exemt 
mfelves ? And furely fo perfeft a vacancy 
aeither happy nor fate. And therefore God 
o projects we fliould be both , never de- 
n'd it for any of mankind : but where he 
cs fo much liberty from fecular , he expeAs 
rearer diligence in fpiritual emploiments. 
30. And indeed 'tis an amazing thing to 
r> that any into whom he has breathed the 



iix THE LADIES CALLING, Part. I 

breath of life , on whom he hath ftampedthc 
image of his own eternity, can think thofe , 
immortal fouls were given them only to fervc I 
the mean and abjeft ufes of their corruptible j 
bodies , ( for which the foul of the dulled A- j 
nimal would have don as well ; ) that eating 
and drinking , fleep and recreations , whica ! 
are only ufefuU to the fupporting us in this | 
world , are the only things for which we vvcrq 
fcnt hither- And yet if we may mefure thei! 
opinions by tlicir praftice , this leems to be the 

fierfwafion of many of our female Gentry , who 
ook upon it as a degrading , a kind of attain* 
der of their blood , to do any thing but pleafc 
their fenfes. An error fure of the moil per- 
nicious confequence imaginable. We know 
a Lady of plelure is in one fenfe a very fcanda- 
loiis Epithet , and truly *tis no very laudably 
one in the other ; nay which is worfe , they are 
often coincident , and fall in with each other. 
She whofe fole univerfal aim is plcfure , will ' 
not think her felf much out of the road , in the 
purfuit of any particular, And flie that thinks ; 
ihe lives for no other purpofe , will fo often bo j 
at a lofs for innocent plefure , tliat ihe is almoft 
under a necefiity to call in the nocent , to fervo 
the very end ( as ihe fuppofes ) of her beii^. 
Bat indeed were they lure, to confine them^ 
felvcs to Ibch as are harmlefs in their kin4 , yet 
the cxcefs of them renders them (inful , and 
the doting purfuit denominates them hvirs 
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Plejures more then lovers of God ^ d Charaftcr 
bkck , that the Apoftlc compleats his Cata-» 
;ucof the word of vices of the worft times 
:hMt^ I Tim. 3. 4. 

\%. It is therefore the gr6at goodnefs of 
id to defign arefcueforthofevvhofeconditi-^ 
cxpofes them to that danger , and by exaft- 
r a liberal expence of time in their devotion ^ 
rett them from laviihing both it and their 
lis together. Neither do^s he by thisdefeat 
;ir aim of a pleafant life , but rather affifl it t 
whereas feraual delights are vagrant, and 
ift be chafed through a hundred turnings & 
Id Mazes , the fpiritual are fixt , andoiie may 
vaies know wnere to find them- Howot* 
I are the voluptuous in pain to know which 
ilure to chufe ? like a furfeited ftomac , the 
later variety is fet before it , the more it nau- 
ts all. What difficulties hath a Lady many 
ics to rcfolve whether an after-noon Ihall 
fpent at Court , or at the Theater? whether 
dancing or at cards, in giving or receiving 
fits, as not knowing which will beftpleafc 
: ? But flie that knows the dielights of Devo- ^ 
n, i^^novtrs withal titat there is no other fit 
come in c6mpetition with it; andfo is not 
IraAed in her choice,- nor needs go farther 
:n her Clofet for ^t mod agreeable enter- 
[iment:> I know this will found a little in- 
dible to ' thofe t\m< kni>w no other ufe of 
>fet8 , then as a Gonfcrvatory of gauds and 
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baubles; that afpire to no plefure there above 
that of children , the playing with Piftured and 
Pupets that adorn it. Nor indeed do I-^ pre- 
tend that fuch fhall find thofe fatisfadliotis I 
ipeak of. Thofe whofe errand is to Beelze- 
bub the God of flies , mufl not ^xpeA to be 
treated by the God of IJraeL An ingenious 
man will fcorn to obtrude himfelf on thofe 
who defire not his company ^ and fure God 
will not make himfelf more chekp. Thofe 
that will meet him in their Clofets , muft come 
with that defign , refort thither as to an Orato- 
ry; nay more then fo , they mUft'come frci 
quently. Spiritual joies knoW not the way 
to a place where they are not often invi-. 
ted : and as men ittk not for each other in 
places where they feldom or never come , but 
where they daily frequent ; fo Gad contrives ,^ 
not to meet us in that place where wc appear 
rarely and accidentally , but where we uiually« 
refort. ' 

32. I fhall not need to brancliQjut devotion 
into the feveral parts, that being dou already 
in a multitude of other Treatifcsv of -which,! 
if they plcafe to confute any oriei^ cthey cannot 
want a Direftory for theit: Worflwp ,; whether 
private or public. : Only let mfe obferve the 
order and connexion of thofe two ♦J that they: 
are neither to be fever'd i ;nor yet fo bcrranp^ 
prepofteroufly. The ; ntivat mufl: .not * juffllc' 
out the public » forGodexpedshislbleBmhor-'' 

mage 
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mage: and their htidling it upinprivat, as it 
may give men ground to fufpea they pay 
none at all , fo neither God nor man can col- 
iecft any thing better from it , then that tliey 
arc aiham'd of the Deity they pretend to ferve. 
On the other fide, the public muft as little 
fwallov^ up the privat , and where it do's , there 
may be a juft doubt of its fincerity. Many 
attraftives there may be to Church befides 
that of Piety , and indeed where that is really 
the motive , it teaches fo much reverence to 
that awful prefence they are to approch : as not 
to come without fome preparation. What fo- 
licitude , what critical nicenefs will a Lady 
have for her drefs , whenlhe is to appear at a 
folemn meeting at Court ? and fliall me taike no 
care how ford idly, liow undecently fhe appear 
when the King of Kings gives audien<ie ? Shall 
many hours , daies , nay perhaps weeks , be 
taken up in contriving for the one, and Ihall 
there never be a minute allotted for the other ? 
This fure were very unequal , and yet this is 
the cafe where the devotion of the Clofet do's 
not prepare for that of the Church. If the 
mind be not firft tuned there, it will beveiy 
ill qualified for that harmony of Souls , which 
is the only thing God regards in our public of- 
fices. So that were there no other ufe of 
privat Devotion , but as it relates to the pub- 
lic , that were enough to fpeak the neceffity 
of it. 

P X 33- BwT 
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33. But indeed 'tis not only a needful 
preparative to that facred commerce , but to 
our civil. The World is but a larger fort of 
Peft-houfe , in every corner of it we meet with 
infectious airs , and thofe that converfe in it 
had need of this antidote. How many tem- 
tations do's every place , every hour , every in- 
terview , prefent to the ihocking even of that 
moral integrity which a fober Heathen would 
judg fit to preferve , much more of that ftrift 
Piety our Chriftianity exafts ? 

34. Twas the obfervation that (Driven 
made of himfelf , that the day in which hefo 
ihamefully fell by facrificing to Idols , hie 
had ventured out in the morning before be 
had compleated his ufual Praiers ; the Devil 
finding him fo unarmed ,took advantaffc to 
aflault him , as knowing he had then but a 
fingle impotent man to wreftle with, who 
had forfeited , by not invoking , the protC'* 
ftion of God. And indeed , fmce praier is the 
moft powerful exorcifm to ejeft him ; we may 
well conclude, the omiflion of it is a likely 
means to invite him : for if God have not the 
prepofl^flion , if we do not by hearty praier 
liirrender our Souls to him in die morning , 
they are then all the day after like that emty 
houfe mentioned in the Gofpel , a fit recep- 
tacle for as many evil fpirits as pleafe to in- 
habit there. Nor are thefc fpiritual the on- 
ly dangers that attciad us , we ar^ liable to a^ 
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lultitude of fecular ones alfo : our perfons ; 
>ur Fortunes, or Reputations, every thing 
irherein we can receive a benefit , renders us 
qually capable of a prejudice. What multi- 
udes of accidents are there to which we he 
)pen , and nothing to guard us from them but 
:ne Divine Providence ? which if we negleft 
:o folicit , we are fure very unworthy of its de- 
fence. And this is a confideration thatmethinks 
Ihould bring even the moftfenfual perfons up- 
on their knees: for tho too many may be 
found that defpife the former danger , and can 
contentedly enough expofe their Souls , yet 
fuch are ufually thfe moft tender of their tem- 
ppral concerns ^ it being commonly the excef- 
five love of thofe which makes them negleft 
the other. She that fears nor the fall into fin , 
will yet fear the tumbling into a precipice , and 
tho ihe care not for the fpotting of her inno- 
cence , would be very loth any accident jhould 
blemifli her Face , diiparage her Fame , or im- 
poveriih her Fortune , . and yet from any or all 
of thefe fhe is utterly unable to guard her felf. 
So that if Piety will not , yet intereft methinks 
(hould render her an homager to that omnipo- 
:ent Power , from whenc^ alone flic can derive 
ler fafety. 

3 5'. And now methinks a Duty that is 
hus bound on with the cords of a man , with 
iuman as well as Divine perfwafives*, ihould 
lOt ^afily be fliaken oC ,1 wiih I could fay 

It 



n8 THE LADIES CALLING. Part. I. 

it never is , but I fear there are fome of thofc 
I now fpeak to , who negleft it in ^ight of all 
thefe inducements ; who tho they can pretend 
nothing ferious enough to own the name of 
bufinels , do yet fufFer a fuccefiion of I know 
not what impertinencies to divert them. And 
indeed , were the expence of fome Ladies jdaies 
calculated , we fhould find every hour fo full 
of emtinefs , fo over-laden with vanities , that 
'tis fcarce imaginable where an office of devo- 
tion ihould croud in. 

36v The morning is divided between flecp 
and drefling ; nor would the morning fuffice^ 
but that they are fain to make a new compu- 
tation to mefure it , not b v the Sun , but by 
their time of dining , whicn is often as late as 
the (lationary hours of the Primitive Fafts, 
tho upon a far differing motive. The after- 
noons being by this means reduced , are toD 
ihort for thofe many divertifments that a- 
wait them , and muft therefore borrow as 
much of the night as they lent to the morn^ 
ing. And when the mere fatigue of pl^ 
fores fends a Lady to her reft , 'tis not ima- 
ginable that flie will permit Devotion to 
induce a yet greater and more difagreea- 
ble laflitude , fo the whole round of her 
time feems -to-be a kind of Magic Circle, 
wherein notliing that is holy muft appear. 
And indeed, /tis one of the higheft ftrata- 
gemsof Siitdh thus to foi^ftal their time ; and 
:, by 
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3y a pcqjetual fupply of diveriions , inienfibly 
fteal from them the opportunities of Divine 
Offices; an artifice by which I prefume he 
prevails on fome , who would ftartlc at his 
grofler and more apparent temtatibns. '? 

: 3 7. , N o R needs he more then tliefuoceis of 
jhis project; for if this habitualnegkftof Pie«» 
ty Ihould not finally end. in great iaind criminal 
commiflions ( as 'tis -naturally very apt to do ) 
yet his intpreft is fuificiently fecuf ed by fudi a 
cuftomary omiflion ^ which amounts to no left 
then the living vUithoutrGod in theW&rM: a ftate 
fohopelefs , that when the Apt>ftle recoUeftstb 
the i^A^^^j- the^wtechednefs of their Gtm^ 
Iftfe State, hedosit in'thofevttywords^ Ej^h^ 
>.ii..And fure,' thofe that livefoiinderChrii 
ftianity , are not in :a better ^ but worfe c6ndi» 
tion , by how much conterat erf. iGod is more 
Unpardonable then igiiorance.- < Jr ' ' *"f 

.38. It therefore ^afinitly concerns thdfe 
who are in danger of Jo fatal afnai^, tolo6fe 
jbout them , and 6ndevor to couriterniifte Sa-^ 
tan, and be as inittflrious to fecure their du-' 
tyi V :as he is to fiipplant it ; and ia^ this pur- 
pofc ,. one of the ufefulleft expcdicrtts I know ; 
is to be afore-hand with him:; l;ineaii»^taif 
make their Devotions the firft :bfufuiefs of the 
day; by /which \ inteiid notonJ^tKofe Eja* 
cnlations: wherewith li^e all Ihcnoididpen ouij^ 
ciesi, but their moft fet and fGdlellinrPraiers$• 
a pradliceib 'highly ^dcpedieii^ltoitiidperfo'i^ 
li ' fore- 
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fore-mentioned, that it falls little fhort of tie- 
ceflary ; and that upon feveral reafons. 

39. FiKsr, in relation to one of the 
grfeat ends' of Morning Praier, which is to 
iupplicate the guidance and protection of 
God for the whole day. Now if this be not 
don till fome Ladies Ehreilings be finiihed, 
'twill be half a mockery , a moftprepofterous 
re4uefl, as to the greateft part of the day, 
which will bcpaft before; and befides the alh 
fardity , there is danger in it;, for all the pre- 
ceding time is as it were out-lawed by it , put 
from under .the Divine Protcftion. . Alas, 
sore , God's fafeguards to bex)nly meridional, 
tb fhine.iout only with the noon-day Suti? 
Do they fuppofc SataH keeps their hours, 
and ftirs not abroad till; the after-noon f that 
there is ho danger either of corporal or ipi- 
ritual mifchiefs before that time of the day? 
Certainly ; ' if the noife of the harp afuL the vd 
which Ifatah mentions.,': Chaf,^. ix^ do not 
drown it, they may oftenhear a moritxingas 
well -as evening Pafling*BclL With how ma-* 
ny others diQ;s Uie Qlafs of Life run our \ whilft 
t;l\ey are m- their Lookiiig glaffes ? How many 
bodies are ^^imed and. wounded in the time 
tjifey. ar^i>C)ffimirtmff and decking theirs'? And 
'mho niadk thhxi^ffm^.frmn otbets ; i / Cof . 4.7 ? 
©r what^tbfmid ; have theV inthe fafety otow 
i|i<wient,i;fayfe;lvhat tfiey owe to God'fS Pro-' 
leidence ?.. -Add jwhat raaonaLcKpjekftairi6a can 
-sv : they 
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they have of that, when they .do not invoke 
it? 

40. Nor are the fpiritual dangers lefs , but 
rather much more , and they muft be very 
flight obfcrvers of themfelves , if they do not 
diicern that fnares may be laid for them in 
their rccefTes in their Chambers , as well as in 
places of the moft public refort. Indeed , were 
there no other then what relates to their drefs , 
and curiofity thereof, it were enough to evi- 
dence their danger ; fcarce any part of that 
but carrying a tenitation in it : to Pride , if it 
hit right , and pleafe their fanfie : to Anger 
and Vexation , if it do not. They had need 
therefore to put on their armor before their 
ornaments , by a prepofleffion of Praier and 
Meditation to fecure their vitals , left by an in- 
ternal death of Grace , their bodies ( in their 
utmoft lufter) prove but the painted Sepulchers 
of their fouls. 

41. In the fccond place, this appears re- 
quiftt in oppofition to the indecency and in- 
congruity of the contrary. How inverted an 
cftimate do they make ot things that poftpone 
the intereft ot their fouls , to the meaneft 
member of their bodies , pay a fupererogating 
attendance to the one , before the other comes 
at all into their care. But what is yet worfe , 
how vile a contumely is offered to the Ma- 
jefty of God , who is ufed as they do their 
dunning Creditors , pofted^ off with an excufe 
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of no leifure yet to fpeak with him ; whilftin 
the mean time all the faftors for their vanity 
can have ready accefs and full audience. God 
muft wait till their Tailer , their Shoo-maker 
pleafe to difmifs them , and ait the belt , can be 
allowed ©nly to bring up th6 rear of a whol^ 
fhole of Artificers. 

4x. But thirdly , 'tis very doubtfull whether 
he ihall obtain fo much from them ; for it may 
often happen that he fliall be quite precluded, 
fo numerous are the parts of a modifli equi? 
page , and fo exaft a fymmetry is required i^ 
the whole , that 'tis the bufmefs of many hours 
to compleat it ; wh?n, as 'twas faid of the Ro- 
man Ladies , a cquncil muft be called about th( 
placing of an hair that fits irregularly , when 
one thing after another fliall bp tried , anda- 
gain rejefted , as not exadl , or not becoming: 
time all the while infenfibly fteals away , and 
tho that will not ftay for them , yet dinner 
doth , and then their bellies begin to murmur | 
to pay any longer attendance on their backs, 
and ciam<^ the next turn ; and between thefe 
two competitors , *tis odds Devotion will be 
quite excluded , or reduced only to a Grace 
before meat : ( and well if that, confidering 
how unfaihionable even this is grown ) in the 
niean time, what a wretched improvidence is 
it , tQ reduce the one necefTary bufinefs of the 
day to fuch unccf taifltiej , nay almoft to a cer- 
Witt 4ifi3^poi»tment ? 

43- Yet 
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43 . Y £ T fuppofe this hazard were only 
ttiagihary , ana a Lady were infallible fure 
Lot to lofe the time for nerPtaiers ; yet in the 
oiiirth place , fhe will be likely by fuch preceed-* 
ng diverfions to lofe mudh ot her Zeal in them^ 
b that if they be faid at all , they will fcarce be 
kid in a due manner. There is alas fuch 1 f e* 
mgnancy in out nature to any thing fpiritual ^ 
hat we cannot clofe therewith in an inftant j 
Jut as a betlummed froien body Will need 
bme rubbing and chafing before it can be fic 
'or motion ; fo oiir more frozen fouls require 
'Ottie previous incitation before they can with 
trty vigor exert themfelves in Devotion Now 
«re the drefling tinte ( I mean fuch a dteflSng 
IS we now fuppofe ) is not very propet for fudh 
preparation. Tis , on the contrary ^ extreme 
ipt to indilppfe and unfit them ; for when the 
Snfie is poffeft With fo many little Imagoes of" 
Inanity , they will not eafily be ejefted. That 
tanging faculty is , God knows , too apt td 
bring in even the remoteft diverfions; but 
Ivhen it has fuch a (lock ready at hand , ho\V 
ivill it pour them in Upon the mind , to the 
greit allaying ^ if not utter extiriguilhirig of 
Devotion ? 

44, When all thefe ConfideratioftS are 
put together , 'twill fure appear vvholfbni coun* 
tel, that fuch perfons ihould not trtift fo im^ 
)ortant a Duty to fo many' cafualtics , but in 
:he firft place fecureatimeforthat, repair to 

Q. X theijf 
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their Oratory before their dreffing-room , and 
by an early confecration of themfelyes to God, 
defeat Satans clame , and difcourage his at- 
temts for the reft of the day. We know there 
is a natural efficacy in a good beginning to- 
wards the producing a good ending: but in 
Spiritual things the. influence is \tt greater, 
becaufe it draws in Auxiliares from above, 
and engages the yet farther affiftances of , 
Grace. Upon w^hich account I am apt to be- 
lieve , that where this duty is fincerely and fer- 
vently performed in the morning , it will not 
totally be neglei^ed in the fueceeding parts of 
the day. Twill be eafie to difcern the fame 
obligation, the fame advantage of clofingthe 
day with God , that there was to begin it,; and 
when thoie two boundaries are fecured^ when 
thofe are look'd upon as ftrid: duty , and con- 
ftantly obferved , 'tis not unlikely but their 
Piety may grow generous , and with ^avid 
Y/ai. ^j. 17. add to the evening and morning a. 
noon-day office ; for where Devotion is real , 'tis 
apt to be progreffive ; and the more we con- 
verfe with God , the ftiore we fliall defire to <lo 
fo. Thus we fee how this little cloud , like that 
of Elijah , I King. 18. 44. m^y over-Jpreadthi 
Heavens , and this handful of fir ft- fruits may 
hallow the whole day. 

45 . N A Y i ndeed, when it has advanced thus 
far , 'twill p robably go farther ; 't will not keep 
it felf only onj the defenfive part , but invade 

its 
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its oppofites , get daily ground of thofe vani- 
ties by which it was before oppreft. For wheni 
a Lady has in her Clofet walht her cheeks with 
penitential Tears, fhe cannot fure when flic 
comes out , think them prepared for the varnifli 
of the paint and fucus. When flie has atten- 
tively examined her Confcience , that impar- 
tial mirror , and there difcern*d all the blemi- 
flies of her nobler part , flie will fure , with fom- 
what a more cold concern , confult her Look- 
ing-glafs. And when flie has by pious vows and 
rdolutions put on the Lordjefiis Chrift , Rom. 
13. 14. 'twill be impoflibie for her to be very 
anxioufly careful about her garments. This 
devout temper of her mind will by a holy Af- 
ger-demain ftiuffle the Romances out of her 
hand , and fubftitute Oracles of Truth ; will 
not let her dream away her time in phantaftic 
fcenes , and elaborate nothing, but promt her ta 
he all diligence to make her callingandeleBim 
%re. In a word , when flie once underftands 
what it is to fpend one hour devoutly , flie will 
endeavor to refcue all the refl: from trifles "^sA 
impertinent entertainments ; &. employ them 
to purpofes more worthy the great endof h^i; 
being. Thus may flie almpft infenflbly win4 
ter felf out of the fnare , difintangle her fcl£ 
from thofe temtations wherewith fhe was^ pn-, 
Wrapt ; and by having her heart fo fet at, M^ 
herty^ may run the waies of Gods Commandment s.^ 
Pfal. 119. 
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46. But priyac Devotion, the of excel- 
lent effe^l , cannot commute for the omiiTion j 
of public; nor indeed can it long maintain ! 
its vigor , unlefs fomtimes cheriihed by the i 
Warmth of Chriftian Aflcmblies ; and it God 
pleife to vifit them in their Clofets , they art 
even by their own Laws of Civility obliged 
to return his Vifits , and attend him in nis 
Houfe. I fear too many adapt the inflance in 
the formality too , and come as unconcernedly 
to him as they do to one another. 'Tistrue* 
thofe that pay him a cordial Reverence at 
home , will certainly do it at the Church , and 
therefore by the little we fee performed by 
fome there , we may doubt God fees as little in 
their Retirements. But what fpeak I of an 
Jieairty Reverence , when 'tis vifible that theref 
§re thofe that pay none at all ? How rare i 
fight is it for fom Ladies to appear at Church? 
How many times ( I had almoft faid hundreds) 
^o we fee their Coaches (land at the Play-; 
febufe, for once at Gods? They feem toowil 
Ao^diftindliohof daies, unlefs it be, that Sun* 
day fe their rhoft vacant feafon to take Phyfid , 
6* to lie ai-bed"; and if fuch do ever come to 
^hirfch , Devotion is like to be the leaft part 
m theit errand; fome new Garment perhaps 
of jy^efs is tb be Ihewed , and that thought the 
p^efe wKefre the mpft criticiat Judges of thoft 
uMB^' will ht mbft at Icfuretrcrobfervethem ; 
or if they come not to teach new Fafhions, fi 
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piay be they come to learn , and fiich Docu- 
ments will be furer to be put in praftice , then 
any ivi the Sermon. Poflibly they expeft to 
fee fome Friend or Acquaintance there , and as 
if Chrift were to beferved ( as he was born ) in 
^ Inn, make his Houfe the common rendez- 
Youz in which to meet their AfTociates. If 
diey have any more ingenious attraftives ; 'tis 
^commonly that of curiofity , to hear fome new 
\ f elebratpd Preacher , and that rather for his 
Rhetoric then his Divinity ; and this Motive 
( the the bell of the fet ) is but like that which 
' prevaird with thofe Jews St. John mentions , 
•who came to Jefus that they might fee Lazarus^ 
i John IX. 

• 47. I fliall not rank among thefe Motives , 
that of Hypocrifie and feeming Holinefs , for 
from that all the reft do acquit them. Indeed 
'tis the only fm which this Age has feemed to 
fcform , and that too only byway oiAntiferir 
fiajis not by the Vertue , but the Iniquity of 
the Times. Religion is grown fo unfafhionable, 
fo contemtible , that none can now be temted 
to put on fo ridiculous a diiauife. And altho 
as to, fingle perfons I confell Hypocrifie one 
of the deepeft Guilts , fuch as has a peculiar 
portion aflign d it by Chrift in the place of 
torment, matth. %^. fi. yet as to Communi- 
ties , I cannot but think it better to have a 
Face of Religion then Profanefs. The cx-^ 
imple of the former may work beyond its fdf , 
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and the form of Godlinefs infome, may pro- 
duce the power of it in others ; but a pattern 
of Profanenefs, the farther it operates, the 
worfe , and all the progrefs it can make , is 
from one wickednefs to another, fo'thatlfeat 
as St. Bernard wiilit for his Feaver again^ fo 
the Church may ere long for her Hypo- 
crites. 

48. But to recal my felf from 'this digreffi- 
on, let us a little enquire how thofe whom 
the fore-mention d Motives brine to Church » 
behave themfelves there ; and uiat is indeed 
with great Conformity to the ends of their 
coming, their errand is not to be Suppliants,' 
neither do they put themfelves in the pofturc : 
kneeling is impertinent for them who mean 
not to pray, but as the Apoflle defcribesthc 
Idolatrous fervice oi ^tljraelttes ^ TheyfaU 
down to eat and drink and rofe up to pl^^ fo 
thefe fit down to talk and laugh with their 
Pew-fellows , and rife up to gape and look 
about them. When they fliould be confeffiog 
their Sins to Almighty God , they are apolp- |t 
gizing ( perhaps ) to one another for the 0- 
miffion of a ceremonious Vifit , or fome other 
breach of civility ; when they Ihould be obfero 
ing the goings of God in the Sanctuary , Pfalm tfS 
they are inquirinjr when this Lady came t^ 
Town , or when that goes out ; nay , perhaps 
the Theater is brought into the Temple , uic 
laft Play they faw is r^colleded , and Quotati- 
ons 
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ons enough brought thence to vie with the 
Preadhen . 'Tis impbiiiMe. to redeon up all 
their Topics of difcourfe , nay it were fcanda* 
l6us for oiie that reproves them to pretend to 
know , by how many Impertinendei ( to fay 
no worfe ) they protane that Holy Place and 
Time. ; ■ 

49. ^B u T : that Ail^fecing Eye in whole pte- 
fence they are , keeps: an exa<ft account , and 
will charge them not otdy with the principle 
but the produft ; not only with their own Ir- 
reverences , but with thofe which by their 
example or incouragement they have occafi- 
on*d in others ; nay farther, even with that 
icandal that redounds to Chriftianity by it*^ 
For when one that is to chufe:. a Religion > ' 
Ihall read thcPreceptsof?^?^^^^^,: enjoin-: 
ing , that the Gods miift not be wocfliipt in paf- 
fingby, as .it were accidentally ♦ bjdt with the 

Sreateft folemnity and intention ; when they 
lall confider the care oiNHma in inilituting 
Officers , who at Sacrifices , and all Divine Ser-* 
vices , ihould call upon the People to keep fi- 
lencc and advert to Devotion ; or but the pra- 
aice of.the ^Td[tntMahmetans^.yi\xoi^ttmit 
none to fit in their AfoyrAw , noritiipuaywith* 
out proftration.. When. I fay this i^conftdered ^ 
and .compar'd with thfcrfcandalous /indecency 
obfewable in our Churches, he Ifr ill certainly 
exclude €Hriftianity iirbm aU C(tJnif>mtion irt 
bigi choice V noir allo^iihat xkt niinleof a Re* 
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ligion > /whofe very Worihip appears fo pro^ 
fane, and whofe Votaxies mock the God mey 
pretend to ferve. 

yo. Ybt how feverefoever the charge mav 
lie againft fome , I am far from incimung all 
under it. I know there are many Ladies whofe 
examples are reproches to the other Sex « that 
help to fill our Congregations when Gentle^ 
men defert them, and to whom fom times wc 
alone owe that our Churches are not f urniihed 
like the Feaft in the Parable, Luke [14^ ai. meoe- 
ly out oihigh waxes and hedges with tbefoormi 
the maimed\ the hak and the blind i yst fome 
even of thefe may be Histble to fbme irregu- 
larity, which may be the efFcd of inadvertemy 
or mifperfwaiion , tdu) not of contemtorpro* 

fanenefs. '^i 

yi. A Kb fir ft, 'tis oblervable in fame who 
come cotliibintly ^ that yet they cpme not ear- 
ly, foth^t a^confiderablefxartbfPr^iersispaft 
j^re they enter the Church. This ifirft cauics 
fome diAurb'ance to others , the fucceifivcen- 
try of new comers keeping the Coiignegation 
in a continual motion aila agitation > which 
how unagreeable it is to JDevbtion , .Huma a 
Heathert'Prince may teach us, who^as ^htarcb 
tells lis ;4rookiaparticular xrare , th^iu the time 
of Diviiie Wormip , libkiiocking ^ th^pfiog^ot 
other noiie fiiould be heard ; as welliknowirig 
how much the operaridns^tif ttbefIii0eUe6)r.are 

obftruSied^ by any tfaing'cbat impQituocs- the 
•' Senfes. 
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Senfes. What would we have faid , fliould he 
have come into one of our City Congregati- 
ons , where often during^ the whole time of 
. Praier , the clapping of Pew-doors do's out- 
noife the Reader ? 

5z. But befides the indecency of the thing , 
and the interruption it gives to others, 'tis ve- 
ry injurious to themielf es ; a kind of par- 
tial excoinmunication of dieir own inmd- 
ing , which excludes them from a part of the 
Divine Offices , and from that part too which 
is of the moft univcrfal Concern , I mean the 
Confeffion of Sins , which the wifdom of our ' 
Church has fitly placed in the begimiing of 
her Service , as the neceflary IntroduAion to 
all the reft. For confidering how obnoxious 
we are all to the wrath and vengeance of God , 
our firft buftnefs is to deprecate that by an 
humble confedion of our guilt. Would any 
Malefaftor that had forfeited his life to Ju- 
ftice , come boldly to his Prince , and with- 
out takiiig notice of liis Crimes , importune 
him to beftow the greateft Favors and Digni- 
ties upon him ? Yet 'tis the very fame abrupt 
impudence in us, to fupplicate the I>ivine 
Majefty , before we attemt to attpoe him ; to 
ask good things from him , before we have ac- 
knowledged tne ill we have don againil him. 
And to fuch God may juftly make fuch a re- 
turn as tAnguftus did tO: one that had enter- 
tained him much below his jGreatnefs ; I knew 
^ R X "not 
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not before that we were iuch familiars. 

53. It will much better become them to 
anticipate the time , to wait at thefoftsofbis 
doers ^ Prov. 8. 31. and contrive to be there be- 
fore the Service begins , that fo by previous rcr 
collei^on they may put their minds in a fit 
pofture of addrefs at the public Audience: 
which ( by the way ) fpeaks it to be no very laur 
dable cuftom which almoft univerlally pre^ 
vails , that thofe few who do come early , fpend 
the interval before Service in talking with one 
another , by which they do not only lofe the 
advantage of that time for preparation ; but 
convert i; into the dircft contrary , do thereby 
aftuaily unfit and indifpofe themfelves. Goa 
knows our hearts , even in their mod compot 
ied temper, are to apt to create diverfions; 
we need not dart Game for them to chafe , and 
by prefacing our praier with fecular difcourfe , 
make a gap for the fkme thoughts. to return 
upon us in them. Befides, relation to this 
place , it has a fpice of Profanenefs , 'tis the 
bringing the Moabite and the Ammonite into 
the Temple , SDeut. X3 . 3 . a kind of Invafion 
on Gods propriety , by introducing our world- 
ly concehis^ divertifements into the Houfc 
which is^^ called by- His Name , folemnly de- 
dicated to him, and tiierefore dedicated that 
it might be His peculiar. So that with a lit- 
tle yariatioh, we ni^ to iuch apply the ex- 
poflulatoi^'repsoof oi the ApoiUe to the Cth 

- * rinthians^ 
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rinthians^ i Cor. 11. ix. what\ have.yenot 
houfes to talk and converfe m, w dejhife yethe 
Church of God'i But this is , I coiifefs , a rc^ 
proof that will not reach to many, there be^i 
mg fo few of the better fort that come, early 
enough to talk before Service , and as for thok 
V^ho talk at it , we have already rankt them 
under another Clajjis. Yet give me leave to 
add , th^t thofe £a^l not much fhort of that 
degree of profanenefs , who come late only 
becaufe they are loth to rife , or to abate any 
thing of the curiofity of their Drefs. For fhe 
l;hat prefers her floth or her vanity before 
Oods Service , is like ( how decently foever flic 
behave her felf ) to give but an unfignificdnt 
attendance at it. > 

54. But I guefs this may in many proceed 
from another caufe , which tho lefs in their in-^ 
tcntion , is not fo in refpeft either of its un-r 
reafonabienefs , or its effeds ; and that is an un^ 
equal eftimatetheyniake of the parts of Gods 
Service. This laft Age has brought in fuch 
a partiality for Preaching , that Praier feems 
comparatively {^kit Sarah to Hagar^ defpi* 
cable in their Eyes : fo that if they can but 
come time enough to the Sermon , they think 
they have difcharged their weightier part of 
the Law , and of their own duty. This tftift 
perfwafion, tho it have too generally diffirfed 
it felf thro both Sexes, yet Tcetns to havftbio 
v«ry efpecially imbd]ted by the Female. . And 

befides 
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bcfides the evidence that Sunday gives » the 
week-daies afford no lefs. Let there be a Le- 
Aure , the at the remoteft part of the Town, 
what hurrying is there to it ; But let the Bell 
tole never fo loud for the Canonical hours of 
Common Praier , 'twill not call the neareftof 
the Neighboiiiood. I fpeak not of thofe wlio 
are at defiance with our Service , and have 
lifted themfelves in feparate Congreganons 
(for 1 intend not to trace them thro their wild 
mazes ) but of thofe whoyet own our Church , 
and objeA not to its Omces » but only have 
iuflered their valu for them to be infenfibly un- 
dermined by their greater zeal for Preaching. 
God fure intends an Harmony in all Saotd 
Ordinances, and would not have them fetuup 
a party againft each other , but mutually affift 
each others operation upon us. Thus Praier 
difpofes us to receive benefit by Preachii^, 
and Preaching teaches us how to pray aright; 
and God grant we may loi^ enjoy the pubHc 
opportunities of both. Yet fince this Age has 
brought them to a competition , I muft take 
leave to (ay , that if we come impartially to 
weigh Praier and Preaching , the balance will 
incline another way then it feems with many 
to do , and we ffaalt find Praier the more efifen* 
tial part of Religion. 

4f, The end of Preaching is twofold, 
eimef to ceach us what we know not , or to 
cimkc us ro pradicc whan we already know ; 
-' V . now 
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now in relation to the firft of thefe etlils i 
I fuppofe there is a wide difference between 
Preaching at the firft prmntilgatioti o£ the 
Golpel , and now. 'Twas thea- the only way 
of reveling to the World the whole ihyftery 
of our Salvation ; fo that i^e Apofkles infe^ 
fence was then irrefragable , thrwjhaUtheybe* 
iirm OH him of whom they have not beard ,. and 
hofmjhail they hear without a Treacher ? KoxAi 
xc' 14. • But where Chriftianity is plant%d:» 
aoH rhc" New Teftament received ; we havd 
therein the whole DoArine of ChriD: ; . aaiy! 
!C99e haVe not only the matter; but the very 
form e^ diofe Sermons which Chrift and his 
Apiofties Preached ; fo that uidefs we thinly 
diem not fuffide»tly gifted, we xannotil^uo 
lickiiowiadg we have m them ample inil}7Ur«: 
ftibti both for Faitii and Manners ; enouj^h ^^ 
as the Apoftle fpeaks, to mah'MS wife tdti 
Safvatimy % Tim. 9. 15*. And thb reading 
df thofe being a confiderable part of jqaid 
Churches Service;,: we have tKeMooib gemitne: 
Preaching even! before the Hinifter afcefids^ 
:he Pulpit. Beddes for the help of thofewbofe 
^iMith or incapacity dtfables thenri from makA 
[ng'collei^ions themie for themfeii^es v <rari 
C^hutich ihas epitomizM the moift necdGfacyl 
>oicits0ff belief $itdPtei<%ice in idieiCMechifiii ;. 
i6t (;zs the R<Mlia^) to-preduder iheir las^' 
dkeir&^ii-ch , hut cbfupply them in tlie interims 
ciilithey are qualified i^r it; andbythatead^ 

itt- 
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lA^fion of Chriftian Principles, to fecurc 
them of that knowledg which is fimply necdf- 
fiiry to their Salvation. 
" 5r6. Novp^ furc, to people in this ftate, 
Preaching is not offo abfolute rieceflity in re* 
foe<^ of milruflion » as it was for thore who 
from Heathenifm and Idolatry were to be 
brought firft to the Knowledg ^ and then to 
the Faith of Chrift. We feem therefore now 
mote generally concern d in the other end of 
Preaching , the exciting us to praAice ; Sot 
. alas , there are few of us who ftumble on fin for 
want of light , but eitlier thro heedlefnefs , and 
want of looking before us , or elfeby awiliul 
piroftratioh of our felves to it ; fo that we often 
need to be roufed out of our negligence , to be 
frighted out of our fiubbornefs , and by a 
dofe application of thofe Truths we eimei 
forget, orfupprefs, be animated to our Duty. 
And for this puq>ofe Preaching is doubtleis4)f ., 
excellent ufe; and the naufeating of it fhews I 
a very fick conftitution of mind ; yetfure Ac I 
over-greedy defite may be a Difeafe alfb. He 
chat eats more then he canconcoA, does not 
ib much aflift as opprefs nature ; and thofe that 
mn from Sermon to Sermon \ that allow them^' 
iirlvcs no time to chew» much lefs toidigeft 
what they hear , will fooner confound taeir 
brains then lietter theic hvxs. Nay , it oft 
betraies thcii> to a very pernicious debifioav it 
diverts them:fiK)in many oftliepraf^calparci 
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of Piety, and yet gives them a confidence 
that tliey are extraordinarily Pious ; and by 
their belief that Religion cpnfifts principally 
in hearing , makes them forget to try them- 
felves by that more infallib^ teft of doing 
Gods will. So that whereas God never de- 
fign'd Preaching for more then i guide in 
their way , they make it their way , and their 
end too ; and Hearing muft , like a circle , be- 
gin and terminate in it felf 

5:7. I am fure in fecular concerns , we 
ihould tliink him. a very, unprofitable fervant , 
that gfter his I^rd had given him direftions 
what to do, ihould be fo tranfported with 
hearing his inftruAions , that he mould defire 
to have it infinitly repeated ^ and io ipend the 
time wherein he fhould do the work. And 
wc have reafon to think God will make the 
fame judgment of thof^ who do the like in his 
fcrvice. 

.5:8. One would now think that this ra- 
venous appetite of hearing fhould fuperfede 
all nicenefs in it ; yet we find it does not, but 
that fome make a fliift to be at once vora- 
cious and fqueamifli, If this Spiritual Food 
be not artificially drcft , 'tis too grofs for their 
palats : the Phrafe muft be elegant , the words 
well accented , and the inticing words of mans 
wifdonty which St» 5P<7«/difclaims in his Preach- 
ing; I Cor. x. 4. is that which they prin- 
cip^ly reguard. Nay , the memory ot die 

S Preacher 
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Preacher becomes the moft material Point of 
his Sermon , and the firft glance on his Book 
prejudges him. I need not add the extrava- 
;ances of an uncouth tone, a ftirious ve- 
iemence, or phantaftic gefture , wherein the 
foul and Vital efficacy of Preaching has bin 
Solemnly placed. Now 'tis evident , all thefe 
are but trivial Accompliihments ; fo that 
thofe who infift fo much on them , do make 
Preaching much lefs Sacred and Divine then 
ihdeed it is; and therefore cannot withdut 
abfurdity lay the main ftrcfs of Religion upon , 
it , or make that the highcft of Gods Ordi- 
nances , which owes all its gratefulnefs with 
them to the Endowments of men. Some 
may thiiik 1 purfue this fubjcft too far , but 
I am fure I do it not with defign to dero* 
gate from the juft refpeft due to Preaching; 
only I would not have it monopolize our 
efteem , . or juftle out another Duty , which 
is of more cbnflant ufe , and indilpenfible ne- 
<:eflity. .. 

59. And fuch certainly Is Praier, that 
refpiration of the Soul , which is fo neceflary , 
that it admits not of loiig intermii&otr , and 
therefore feems to carry the fame proportion 
to hearing, which breathing do's to eating: 
we may make long intervals of feeding, and 
yet fubiifl ; but it we Ihould do fa iii bteath- 
imj., we canripit recoveif it,- Ptaier is hkethc 
[j^rhing and Evening Sifcridce Under the 

Law, 
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Law , which God ordained ihould be peirpe^ 
tual ; whereas Preaching is but like Jthe Read-r 
ings in the Synagogues on the Sabbaths and 
Feftivals. Indeed, however we h^ye coth 
founded the terms, 'tis Praier only that can 
properly be called the Worfliip of God; 'tis 
that by which we pay him his folemhliomage ^ 
acknowl^ging his Soveraignty , and Our own 
dependance. When we hear , we do no more 
then what every Difcipje does to his Maftcr ; 
but when we pray , we own him as the fpring 
and fource of all the good we^xpeA, as the 
Author of our Being , and the Objeft of our 
Adoration : in a word , we do by It profefs 
him our God ; it being an imprefs of meer na- 
tural Religion to fuppTicate the ^kj wjc acr 
knowledg. 

60. And as by Praierwetenderthegrcaceft 
Honor to God, fo likewife ^o we procure 
the greateft advantages to our felvcs. Praier 
is the powerful! Engin, by which -we draw 
down Blejffings ; 'tis the Key whic^h l«ts us in^ 
to the imnienfc Stoterhoufe of the Almighty; 
nay 'tis that upon which the efficacy of Preadhr 
ittg depends. The W6i?d is but' a dead let- 
ter without the Spirit ; and God has^^romifccj 
the Spirit to none bW thefe that «ikil , I^fi^ 
II. 1 3 . • So that Praiei: is tliit whidi^ enlivens 
and Infpirits our m o^* Sacred A6tiohs:; and 
accordingly in ScripfuW^We find tt^ill acon- 
oj^mitaht in all ficcfkfiailiaal 4^oA(ktA$: When 

S X an 
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an Apoftle was to be fubflituted in the room 
of Judas , we find they feferr cd it not to the 
decifion of lots , till God « who had the fole 
difpofing of them t Vrav. itf. 33. had bin in- 
voked by folemn Praier., Aits 1. x^. So 
when Barnabas and Saul were to be feparated 
to the Miniftry , tho the appointment were 
by the Holy Ghofl , yet that fuperfeded not 
the neceffity of Praier; the Apoftles praied 
( yea , and iafted too ) before they laid nands 
on them. Acts 13. 3- Nay, our Blefled Sa- 
vior himfelf, tho He knew what was in Man » 
and needed no guidance but his own Omni- 
fcience in his choice : yet we find that befoie 
his Elcftion of the twelve Apoftles, he con- 
tinued a whole night in Praier to God, Luh 
16; IX. doubtlefs , to teach us how rCquifit 
Praier is in all our important interefts , which 
like the Pillar of Cloud , ^and Fire to the Ij- 
raelites ^,is pur beft Convoy thro the Wildcr- 
nefs , thro all the fnares and temtations ^ thro 
all the calamities and diftrefTes of this World , 
and our molt infallible guide to the Land of 
Promife. 

61. A; N.J) fure when all thefc are the pro- 
perties of Praier , tliopriyat, they will not leis 
belong to the public. Such a confptration and 
union of importunate Devotion mt^ havea 
proportionable increafe in its eife<% : and if 
Heaven can fuffcr violence by the' feiVpr of 
one (ingle. Votary , with what ftorms , what 

bat- 
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ndries will it be fcaled by a numerous Co«< 
sgation ? We find the Church is by Chrrft 
mpiaired to an jtirmy with banners , Can& 
J , but fure never is this Army in fo good 
ay; in fo invincible a pofture, as upon its 
se$. The Ecclefiaftical ftory tells us of a 
^onof Chriftians in ^r^/i^'s Cainp » who 
that:pofture difcomfited tVvo aflailaiits at 
Tt; the enemy and drought; that breath 
ich they fent up in Praiers , lijce a killdly^ 
talation returned in rain , and relieved the. 
iihing Army: and had we but the fanfic^ 
foti and the fame innocendy , could we Aift 
but as pure hands as^they did , there.wouJi4 
no Blefling beyohd our reach;. But the|efa 
'of us find our felves fo qualified , the mofrcr 
d .we have to put our ielves among th9(c^ 
r-arc, • '■ r.-' ■ ■■ ■ ...i-^ 

&. T H £ R £ ' is an unhappy contagion ; fsf 
dnefs , like £reen wood ; we may be kii^ 
by. the neighboring Flame { the exam^e 
mothers Zeal may awake mifte. How, o^ 
. there is foftie advantages io^Jliyeingiin tl^Cr 
panv : thofe , /Showers . '<>f [; BenMidi/j^n 
ch their Praiers ijring dow»^ are. fo pjj^fir: 
■; that fome drops at kaft fflay fi^t^CT 
a thofe about them. We ^n^j^kjhay for. 
yhaphafs fake , . endured the prefence .of. 
^am, whom ; oiherwife h^ profefifes^h^^ 
Id; not have locikf towards r, % Kings i^: 14* 

Cod may p«i:hii|)S^^dQ thelit;einthis cair<^;^ 

anid 
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and as he profpeced Totifbar for Jpfeph^ fakc> 
Gen. 59. x5. to the Piety of fomc few mav 
redound to the benefit of all. From all thefe 
Confiderations I fuppofe may fufficiently be 
evinced the neceflity and benefit of public 
Praier, and confequently the imreafonablc- , 
hefs of thofe » who upon any pretence neg- 
le(5l it. I ihall now only beieech thofe to 
whom I fpeak , to make the Application to 
themfelvcs , and to fliew they do fo by their 
more early and more affiduous attendance 
&^ it. 

63. There is alfo another Duty to which 
iMany of thofe to whom I write feem to need 
meitacion, and that is Communicadns ; a 
of Devotion which the loofer fort £a;xc \ 
think in feafon till their Death-bed : as if 
that Sacrament , like the Romanifts extreme 
Uhftion , were only fit for expiring Souls. 
BiJt to fiich we may apply the words of die 
jfi^el to the Woman,, Luhex^.%. Why fiA 
ye the UviHg ammg the deadl Why think yc 
tfiat the Sliii of Ri^hteoulhefs is only to 
ftihe iti the fhades ot Death, or that Chrift 
^isf-iievcr fo giv^eus his flefti;, till we are puc- 
tlii^ off our ^hT 'Tis one principal end of 
^fiat Sapramient- to engage and enable us 6) 
i i^c>9ir life, i ri6w prepofteroos then is it » how 
utterly tndQ&ifiAcnt with that aid to defer it 
td.the hou^ 6f Death ? : T^ Urue , 'tis a fiood 
VtMkitm feir^ea as -artf lii'tbcir way!toipratds 
■"- blift. 
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blifs : but it is too bold a hope » to fancy that 
it ihall in an inftttnt bring them into that 
way , who have their whole Life polled on ifl 
the contrary. The roads to Heaven and Hell 
lie fure too far afunder to be within diflancc 
erf one Hep ; nor can it with any fafety ht 

Srefumed , that once receiving at their Death » 
loU expiate fo many wilful ncgleds of it iit 
their life. 

64. But I fliall fuppoie thefe total O^ 
miffioiis are not a common guilt : yet with 
many others the fault differs only in degree : 
they do not wholly omit» but yet come loin* 
frequently , as if they thought it a very arbi- 
trary matter whether they come or no. And 
this truly is obfervable in many who feem 
to give good attendance on other parts of 
Divine Worfliip. For indeed , 'tis a fad Ipe- 
flacle to fee , that let a Church be never fo 
much crouded at Sermon, 'tis emtiedin an in- 
(lant when the Communion begins : people 
run as it were frighted from it , as it they 
thought with thpfe in >W/2:^^, t\izt theTabU 
f>f the Lord is polluted y Mai. i. ix. thatfomc 
Peft or Infeftion would thence break forth up- 
on them. A flrange indignity to thcMajefly , 
and ingratitude to the love of our Redeem- 
er. Let a King , or but fome great Man make 
SI public Entertainment, how hard is it ta 
keep back the prefling multitude : many Of^ 
ficers are neceflary to repel uninvited Guefls: 
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and yet here there needs more to drive us to it , 
tho the invitation be more general, and the 
Treat infinitly more magnificent. 

^ jr. I know this fault ( like many odber ) 

fhrouds it felf under a fair difguife to the huoh 

blcft Veneration. People fay, 'tis their great 

reverence they have for the Sacrament that 

keeps them at fo great a diflance : but fun 

that is but a fiditious reverence which difcanfaj 

obedience; aiid when Chrift commands our 

coming , our drawing back looks more likQ 

ftubbornefs and rebeUion , then awe and re-^ 

fped. I fuppofe we pretend not to exceed the 

Primitive Chriftians in humility and godly 

fear, and yet they communicated daily: am 

therefore Kire our reverence is of a much dif' 

feting make from theirs , if it produce foch 

contrary eficfts. Indeed 'tis to be feared, that 

many put a great cheat upon themfeives in this 

matter. The Eucharift is juftly accounted the 

higheft of Divine Ordinances ; and thofe who 

think of no. preparation in other , yet haye 

fome general impreffions of the neceiflity of it 

in this : bxu: the uneafinefs of the task difcou* 

rages them , they dare not come without ii 

Wedding Garment , and yet are loth to be at 

the pains to put it on : fo that all this goodly 

pretext of reverence , i$ but the Devil in SarM^ 

€ls Mantle ,. . is hut iloth clad in the habit of hu< 

mility. .^ :' ' ^v i-:.;.:!- 
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66. And tb this tfemtation of floth , there 
is another thing fubfervient , and that is the 
eafie and flight opinion which is cbmmonly 
taken of fins of Omiflion. Many are flartled 
at great Commiflions , think them to carry a 
£ice or deformity and horror , Who in thfe mcdrt 
timid look oh bmiflions only is privations and 
ineer nothings ,. as if all the affirmative Prc^ 
cepts were only things of form , put in by Gpd 
tather tb try biir inclihations , then to bb- 
lige Our performance ; and fb were rather o- 
Tertures arid propofals which wc may aflent 
to or not , theri injUnftibns which at our peril 
we miift obey- A fancy no lefs abfurd then 
impious. That God ihould be content fo to 
compound with his Creatures ( arid like a 
Prince over-power'd by his Vaflfals ) confent 
to remit all their Homage , abfolVe them froift 
^ pofitire Duty , fo they would be bUt fo 
tivil as nbt flie in his face, or to commit 
outrage on his Perfori. But this wild imagi- 
liation needs no other confutatiori r thfen that 
form of Inditement our Savior gives us , is 
the Model of that whidi ihail be iifed at the 
laft Day, Matth. if.wliete the whble Prb- 
cefs lies againft (iris of omiffiori , and yet the 
fcritence is as difmall and irreverfible , as if all 
the Cbmriiiffions in the Wbrld hid bin ptit in- 
to the Bill. 

67. And certairily bf all Omiitiorts nonfc 
is like to be mote fcVerely charged then this 

T ^^ 
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of Communicating » which is not only a dif* 
obedience , but an unkindnefs , which ftrikes 
not only at the Autority , but the Love of 
our Lord , when he f# afieAs a union with 
us , that he creates Myfteries only to effeftit, 
when he defcends even to our fenfuality , and 
becaufe we want fpiritual appetites , puts him- 
felf within reach of our natural ; and as he 
once veird his Divinity in flefh, fo now 
he veils even that flefli under the form of 
our corporal nouriihment , only that he may 
the more indiflblvably unite , yea incorpo- 
rate himfelf with us. When I fay he ap's 
all this , we are not only impious but inhu- 
man if it will not attraa us. J^ay farther, 
when he does all this upon the moft endear- 
ing memory of what he has before don for 
us, when he prefents himfelf to our embraces 
in the fame form wherein he prefented him- 
felf to God for our expiation , when he fhews 
us thofe Wounds which our iniquities madci 
thofe Stripes by which we were healed, that 
Death by which we are revived , Ihall we to 
compleate the Scene of his Paflion , force him 
alfo to that pathetic complaint. Lam, i. ij. 
Have ye no regard , all ye that fafs by ? Shall 
we inflead of Imitting our breafls ( as did othct 
Witneffes of his fufterings ) turn our backs? 
If we can habitually do this , ^tis to be feared 
the next degree will be to wag our heads too, 
and we ihafl have the profanenefs to deride, 

what 
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what we have not the Piety to commemorate. 

68. And this feems to be no improbable 
fear : for in Religion there are gradual decli* 
Nations as well as advances ; coTdnefs aiid te- 
pidity will (if not ftopt in its progrefs ) quick- 
ly grow to lothing andcontemt. And indeed 
to what can we more reafonably impute the 
great overflowings of profanenefs among us, 
then to our ill husbanding the means of Grace ? 
Now certainly of all thofe means there is none 
of greater energy and power then the blefled 
Sacrament. 

69. Were there no other benefit deri- 
ved from it , fave that which the preparation 
implies , 'twere very confiderable. It brings us 
to a recolleftion , fixes our indefinite puroofcs 
of fearching and trying our waies , wnicn elfe 
perhaps we Ihould infinitly defer; flops our 
carriere in (in , and by acquainting us with our 
felves , fhews us where our danger lies , and 
how we are to avert it , what breaches are made 
in upon our fouls , and how we mufl: repair 
them , all which are with many feldom thought 
of, but when the time of communicating ajp- 
proches. We live fo far off from our felves, 
know fo little what is don in us , that we an- 
fwer rfie defciription the Prophet makes oj^ 
the furprize of Babylon , of which the King 
know nothing till Poft after Poft run to in- 
form him , that his City was taken at amende 
Jer. ji. 41. We often lie fecurc while the er 
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ncmy is within our walls , and therefore they 
are friendly alarms which the Sacrament gives 
us to look tQ our defence. But if when the 
Trumpet founds , none will prepare himfelf 
to the Battel, if when the Minifter gives 
warning of a Sacrament , and the preparatioQ 
it requires , we go our ways , and with GaUio^ 
care fir none ofthofe things ; or with Felix , Afts 
14. x6. put it off to a convenient time ^ we wil- 
fully expofe our felves , and *tis but juft Chrifts 
dreldful menace ihould be executed upo)iu$, 
that wc die in our fins , who will fruftrate fuch 
an opportunity of a refcue from them. 

70 . But 'tis not only this remoter and acci- 
dental advantage ( this preventing Grace ) 
which the Holy Eucharifl afFords ; it contains 
yet greater and more intrinfic benefits , \& a 
Spring of affifting Grace alfp : 'tis a Magazine 
ot Spiritual Artillery to fortify us againftall 
alTaults of the Devil , the great Catholicon for 
all the Maladies of our Souls, that which if du- 
ly received , will qualify us to make St. ^auU 
boaftf Thil. 4. \yl can do all things thKoChri^ 
which Brengthens me. In a word> 'tis to .us 
whatever we need., Wifdonj, Rightepufncfsv 
Sanftification and Redemtiprt, bf p^ufc it ppf- 
fefles us of him who is fo , i Cor. i. 3 1. fo that 
when ever we negled it , wem^nifeftly betray, 
eur own intereft,' and do' ipipUcitly chui? 
death, whilfl we tlius run ffonilife. . 

71. Thu$ 
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7 1 T H u s we fee there is a concvirrcnce of 
all forts of Arguments for this Duty , oh that 
fome (at leaft) of them may prevail ! If we are 
not tradable enough to do it in obedience , yet 
let us be fo ingenious as to do it for Love , 
for Gratitude ; or if for neither of thofe , let 
us be at leaft fo wife as to do it for intereft and 
advantage. I know people are apt to pre- 
tend buHni^fs , ihe Farm and the Oxen muft 
excufe their coming to the Feaft; but alas 
what bufincfs caii there be of equal neceflity 
pr advantage with this? Yet even that Apo- 
logy is fuperfeded to thofe I now fpeak to , who 
as I obfervpd before , have lefure more then 
j^nough , io Ithat it would be ont part of the 
benefit, its t^kiqg up ibnie of their time : let 
me thprefpre earneftly befeech them not to 
arjqidg a fe>y of their vacant hours to this fb 
happy an emploiment. 

72. D I© -any of theis neqr Friends and Re- 
lations invite I th?m to aninrerview, they 
wowld not think hi^^ too importune , tho he 
repeted the fummons weekly , nay daily , but 
would pundlu^lly obferve the meeting : And 
when their Savior fel^omer entreats their 
company ,, fliall, he not obtain it ? muft: he ne- 
v^r. fee tlicm but at two or three fol^mn 
times of the year ? and ihall tliey won4ei; at 
;^By intervening invitation ( as ths, Sbma- 
ntites Huf band did at her going to the Pro- 
phet, when it was neither ne%> Moon nor Sabbath 
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X Kings 4. z^. ) and tell him 'tis not yet 
Eafter or Chrijtmas : this were not only to 
be irreligious but rude ; and methinks thofe 
who ftand fo much upon the punftilios of Ci- 
vility to one another , fhould not then only 
lay afide. their good manners when they are 
to treat with their Redeemer. Certainly 
he is not fo unpleafant company that they 
need fhun his converfe: if he do appear foto ] 
any , 'tis that fhunning that is the caufe of it 
He do's not open his treafures to (trangers : 
they diat come now and then for form lake< 
no wonder if their entertainment be as cold 
as their addrefs. They that would indeed 
tajl how (weet the Lord iSj Vfa. J4. 8. mull 
by the frequency of their coming ihew the 
heartinefs of it , and then they would indeed 
find it ^ feaSi of fat things^ as the Prophet 
(peaks. 

73. In a word, let them bttt make expe- 
riment, refolve for a certain time ( be it 
a year or thereabouts ) to omit no opportu- 
nity , ( and with all no due preparation ) of 
communicating , I am a little confident they 
Will afterwards need no other importunity 
but that of their own longings : the expira- 
tion of that definit time will prove the bc^ 
ginning of an indefinit , and their refoluti- 
ons will have ho other limit but their livcSk 
For certainly there is not in all the whole 

myftery of Goidiinefs, in all the Oeconomjt 

of 
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of the Gofpcl , fo expedite , fo infallible a 
means of Growth in grace; as a frequent and 
worthy participation of this bleflfcd Sacra- 
ment. I cannot therefore more pertinently 
dofe this Section , then with this exhorta- 
tion to it, by which they will not only 
compleate all their Devotions, crown and 
hallow the reft of their Oblations to God , 
but they will be advanced alfo in all parts of 
prafticsu Piety. For tho this and other facred 
Offices be performed in the Church , the effi- 
cacy of them is not circumfcribed within 
thoib walls , but follows the devout foul 
thro all the occurences of human life. 

74. She that has intently confider*d the 
*refence of God m the Sanftuary , has learn'd 
lb much of his ubiquity , that Ihe will not 
cafily forget it in other places , and ihe that re- 
members that , will need no other guard to 
- fecure her innocence , no other incentive to 
animate her endeavors, fmce Ihe is view'd 
by him who is equally powerful to puniih or 
reward , who regards not the perfons of the 
mighty , nor canr^e awed into the conni- 
vance of a crime. Indeed a ferious adver- 
tence to the divine Prefence, is the moft 
certain curb to all diforderly appetites , as 
.on the contrary the not having God before 
their eies, is in Scripture the comprehen- 
sive defcription of the moft wretchlefs pro- 
flisated ftate of (in. It concerns therefore 
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all thofc who afpire to true Piety ^ tonourilh 
that awful fenfe of their hearts , as that which 
will beft enable them to praftice the Apo- 
ftles advice , zCor.j. i. Tb cleanfe themfetves 
from all filthinefs of the flejh and Jpirit , and 
toferfeiiholinefsinthefedrofGod. 

7^. I am fenfible that this Scftian is ^un 
out to a length very unproportionable to the 
former ; but as the principal Wheel in an ar^ 
tificial movement may be alio wed a bulk fom- 
what anfwerable to its ufe , fo upon the fame 
account, the fize of this is not unjuftifiablet 
the Piety which this defigns to recommend* 
being tlie one neceflary thing * which muft 
influence all other endowments* We know 
the courfe refemblance Soloimn makes of a 
fair woman without difcretion , that /he is bke 
a Jewel of gold in a /wines Jkout , Pro; 1 1. ix. 
but even that difcretion ( if any fuch could be ) j 
without Piety were but the adding one jewel 
more, expofing another valuable tiling to 
the fame defpicable ridiculous ufe. But td 
fpeak truly there is no real difcretion, where 
there is no Religion : and therefore Solomon 
feems in this place to underfland by it that 
praftical Wifdome , which in the facred Dia- 
led ( his Writings efpecially ) is equivalent 
to the fear of the Lord. Tis true there may 
be a rallying wit to fcqfF and abufe a fcr^ 
pentine Wilinefs to undermine and deceive, 
but that fort of Wifdom ( like that of t^chi^ 

tophelj 
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»Af/y) finally converts into foolilhnefs , does 
ry often appear to do fo in thi^^life , but muft 
rtainly in the nejtt ; becaufe it builds upon a 
fe bottom , prefers Temporal things before 
ernal. And as neither Beauty nor Wit , (the 

celebrated accomplilhments of Women ) 
will neither Greatnefs nor Honor give any 
vantage without Piety , 'twill only (as hath 

1 already obferved ) make them more exem- 
iry finners, inflame the account , andfoex- 
fe them to a greater degree of condemnati- 
: for fure 'tis not their Sex that will refcuc 
Km from the difmal denunciation of the wife 
an , fVifd. 6. 6. Mighty men /ball be mightily 
mented. I conclude all with another irre- 
gable maxim of the fame Author, Whether 
\ be rich , noble , or^oor , their gkry is the fear 
the Lord. 
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Of l^irgint. 

^ E have taken a Vie* of 
I tkofe ceneral Qualificatf- 
ons , which are at ortce the 
Duty and the Ornament 
of the female Sex confi- 
T'd at latge : Thcfe , like the common Ge- 
is , involve all. But there are alfo fpecifid 
ifferences arifmg from the fevetal Clreum- 
mcesandftateS of Life, fome whereof may 
aft greater degrees even of the former Ver- 
es , and all may have fome diftinft and pe- 
V i tuliaf 
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cular Kequifits adapted tp that peculiar flate 
and conditibn : and of thefe our propofed 
mctiKbd'chgAges lis now to ConlTder. Hii-^ 
' man Liik is full of viciflitudes and changes; 
fo that 'tis impoffible to enumerate all the 
lefler accidental alterations to which it is li- 
able. But the principal apd moft diftind 
Scenes , in whicn a Woman can be fuppofed 
regularly to be an Aftor ; are thefe three, 
Vtrginity , Marriage , ^LtidifViddowhood: which 
as tney differ wiclely from each other, fofor 
the dilcharging their refpeftive Duties , there 
are peculiar cautions worthy to be advert- 
ed to- 

X. VIRGINITY is firft, in order of 
time, and if we will take St. y^^/'s judgment, 
in refpeft of excellence alfo , i Cor. 7. And 
indeed , fhe that preferves her felf in that ftatc 
upon the account he mentions , ver. 3 3 . that 
Jhe may care for the things that are of the Lordy 
that fhe may be holy both in body and inffirit^ 
deferves a great deal of Veneration , as ma- 
king one 01 the neareft approches to the An- 
gelical State. And accoraingly , in the Pri- 
mitive Times , fuch a Virginity was had in 
a fibular Eftimation, and by the alignment 
of the Schole-men hath a particular Coro- 
net of Glory belonging to it. Nay , even a- 
mong the Heathens , a Confecrated Virgin 
was look'd on as a thing moft Sacred. The 
Roman Veftals had extraordinary Privileges 

allowed 
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aUawed them by the State : and they were 
generally held m fuch Reverence , that Tefta- 
ments , aiid other Depofitums of the]greateft 
Truft , were ufually committed to their Culio- 
dy , as to the furefl and mod inviolable. San- 
duary. Nay , their prefence was fo to convift- 
edMalefa^ors; the Magiftrates veiling their 
^afc^s when they appeared , and giving up the 
Criminal to the commanding Interccilion of 
l^irgiii Innocence^ 

3. As for the Religious Orders of Virgins, 
n the prefent Roman Cljurch, thofome, and 
:hofe very great abufes have crept in ; yet I 
think 'twere to bewifhed, that thofe who /up- 
preft them in tliis Nation , had confin'd them- 
felves within the bounds of a Reformation , by 
chufing rather to reftifie and regulate , then a- 
bolilh them. 

4. But tho there be not among us fuch So- 
cieties , yet there may be Nuns who are not 
Profeft. She who has devoted her heart to 
God , and the better to fecure his Intereft a- 
gainft the moft infinuating Rival of Human 
Love , intends to admit none , and praies that 
flie may not , do's by thofe humble purpofes 
codfecrate her felf to God : and perhaps more 
Jcceptably,then if her prefumtion ihould make 
icr more pofitive , and engage her in a Vow , 
lie is not fure to perform. 

5. But this is a cafe does not much need 
taring in our Clime , wherein Women arc 
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fo, little tranfported with this zeal of volun- 
tary Virginity , that there are but few can find 
patience for it when neceflary. An old Maid 
is now thought fttch a Curfe, as no Poetic fu-. 
ry can exceed , look'd on as the moft calami- 
tous Creature in Nature. And I fo far yeild 
to the opinion, as to confefs it to thofe who 
are kept in that ftate againft their wills j but 
fure the original of that Mifery is from the 
defire , not the reftraint of Marriage : Itt 
them but fupprefs that once ^ and the othe< 
will never be their infelicity. But I muft not 
be fo unkind to the Sex* as to think *tis al-^ 
waies fuch defire that gives them avetfion td 
Celibacy ; I doubt not, many are frighted 
only with the vulgar contemt under which 
that ftate lies : for which if there be no cure , 
yet there is the fame armor againft this , which 
is againft all other cauflefs Reproches , viZi 
to contemn it. Yet I am a little apt to be* 
lieve there may be a prevention in the cafe* 
If the fuperannuated Virgins would behave 
themfelvcs with Gravity and Refervednefs* 
addift themfelves to the ftrifteft Virtue and 
Piety , they would give the World fome caufe 
to believe 'twas not their neceflity , but thcit 
choice which kept them unmarried ; that thev 
were pre-engag'd to a better Amour , efpoul- 
cd to the Spiritual Bride-groom : and this 
would give them among the fober fort , at 
leaft the reverence and efteem of Matrons. 

Ot 
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f after all caution and endeavour , they 
cc to fall under the Tongue of malicious 
lerers ; this \s no more then happens in 
cher Inftances of Duty : and if contemt 
3 be avoided , Chriftianity it felf mufl 
iiitted as well as Virgin Cnaftity. But if 
ic other fide , they endeavour to difguife 
r Age by all the Impoftures and Gaieties 
youthful drefs and behavior , if they flill 
tbemfelves among the joungeft and 
sft company , betray a jbung Mind in ian 

Body ; this muft certainly expofe them 
:orn and cenfure. If no Play , no Ball 
anping-meeting can efcape them , people 

undoubtedly conclude that they defire 
It ofF themfelves , to meet with Chapmen^ 

fo conftantly keep the Fairs. I wifli 
rfbre they would more univerfally try thd 
ler Expedients , which I am confident is 
>eft Amulet againft the reproch they fo 
h dread , andmayalfo deliver them uom 
danger of more coftly remedy ; I meaa 

of an unequal and imprudent March, 
:h many have rufh'd upon as they have 
frighted from the^ Other, and fo by an 
Lppy contradi^oti , do both ftay long and 
y naftily , gall their necks to ^are their. 
, and run into the yoke rather then heai 
[ght and ui^reafonable a reproch. They 

not , I think , be upbraided with the 
' of fuch an Eledion , fince that own 
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Experience is ( to many of them ) but too fe- 
vere a Monitor. I fliall not infift* farther on 
this , but having given tlie elder Virgins that 1 
Enfign of their Seniority , 'as to ftand firft in 
niy Difcourfc , I Ihall now addrefs more gene- 
rally to the reft. 

6. A N D here the two grand Elements ef- 
fential to the Virgin ftate , are Modefty and 
Obedience , which tho neceflary to all ; yet 
are in a more eminent degree required here. 
And therefore , tho I have fpoken largely of 
the vertue of Modefty in the firft part of this 
Traft , -yet it will not be impertinent to make 
fome farther refleftions on it , by way of ap- 
plication to Virgins , in whom Modefty Ihould 
appear in its higheft Elevation , and ihould 
come up to fliamefacednefs. Her look, her 
fpeech, her whole behaviour, ihould ownatt 
humble diftruft of her felf ; ihc is to look on 
her felf but as a Novice , a Probationer itf the 
World, and muft tak6 this time rather to learn 
and obferve , then to didate and prefcribe, In- 
deed there is fcarce any thing looks morein- 
dccent, then to fee a. young Maid toa forward 
and confident in her t^. Tis the opinion 
of the Wife-man , Ecfl. 3 %. 8. thzt a young num 
JhouU/farceJpeak , tkfi twice as k\d: in proper- j 
tion to which , 'twill furc not become a young 
Woman i whofe Sex puts her under greater 
reftrairits , ,jt<J be either irpportunjtte or magi- 
ftcrial in^hor JDifcoiirfe, And tho that.which 

■ for* 
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former Ages call boldnefs ♦ is now only Aflu- 
ranee and good Breeding , yet we have feen 
fuch bad fuperftruftures upon that Founda- 
tion ^ as fure will not much recommend it td 
any c6nfidering perfon. , 

^. But there is another breach of Mode- 
fty , as it relates to Chaftity ^ in which they 
are yet more efpecially concern d. The very 
name of Virgin imports a moft critical nice- 
ndiS in that point. Every indecent curidfity ^ 
or impure fancy , is a detlowring of the mind i 
and every the leaft corriiptiori of them givei 
fome degrees of defilement to the Body tod. 
For between the flate of pure immaculate Vir- 
ginity , and arrant Proftitution ^ there are mat- 
ny intermedial fleps ; and ihe that makes any 
of them, is fo far departed from her firft In- 
tegrity; She that liftens to any wanton Dif- 
courfe has violated her ears ; me that ipeaks 
mny, her tongue; every immodeftglaiice Viti- 
ates her eye , and evety the lighted: aft of dal- 
liance leaves fomthing of {lain and fiilliagd 
behind it. There is therefore a moft rigorous 
taution tequifite herein: for as nothing is 
more clean and white then a perfeft Virgini- 
ty , fo every the leaft fpot or foil is the mof c 
^ifcernable. Befides , Youth is for the moft 
part flexible , and eafily warps into a trooked- 
hefs, and therefore can never fet it felf too far 
from atemtktion. Our tender bloflbms we are 
fain to skreen and iheltet , becaufe every un- 
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kindly air nips and dcftroys them : and 
thing can be more nice and delicate the 
Maiden Vertue , which ought not to be 
poled to any of thofe malignant airs vvl 
may blaft and corrupt it , of which God kn- 
there are too many , fome that blow from w 
in , and others from without. 

8. Of the firft fort, there is none n 
mifchievous then Curiofity , a temtation wl 
foiled human Nature even in Paradife ; 
therefore fure a feeble Girl ought not to t 
her felf with that wliich fubdued her be 
fortified Parent., The truth is , an affe< 
Ignorance cannot be fo blameable in other 
fcs , as it is commendable in this. Indeed , i 
the fureft and moft invincible Guard ; for 
who is curious to know indecent things , 
odds but fhc will too foon and too dearly ! 
the learning. The fuppreffing and detefling 
fuch Curionties , is therefore that eminent i 
damental piece of Continence I would rea 
mend to tliem , as that which will protcft 
iecute all the reft. 

9. B u T when they have fet this gu 
upon themfelves, they muft provide agai 
Foreign aflaults too ; the moft danger 
wheceof I take to be ill Company , and U 
nefs. Againft the firft they muft proi^ 
by a prudent choice of Converfation , «ft 
ihould generally be of their own Sex ; yet 
all of that neither, but fuch who will at ' 
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ntcrtain diem innocently , if not profitably, 
igainft die fccond they may fecurc them- 
blves by a conftant (cries of Emploiments : I 
nean not fuch frivolbus ones as are more idle 
hen doing nodiing , but fuch as are ingenu- 
His , and lome way worth their time : where- 
11 as the £rfl: place is to be given to the offi- 
es of Piety, fo in the Intervals of diofe, 
here are divers others , by which they may 
pt unufcfuUy fill up the vacancies of their 
me : iiich are the acquiring of any of dio- 
ornamental improvements which become 
icir Quality , as Writing , Needle-works , Lan- 
U£^es , Mufic , or the like. If I Ihould here 
ifert the Art of Oeconomy and Houfliold 
lanagery , I Ihould not think I affronted 
lem in it ; that being die mod proper Femi- 
Lne bufinefs , from wliich neither wealth nor 
?eatnefs can totally abfolve them : and a lit- 
B of the Theory in their Parents houfe, would 
luch aflTift them towards the Praftic when 
ley come to their own. In a word , diere arc 
lany parts of knowledg ufeful for civil as well 
B Divine Life; and the improving them- 
lAves in any of thofe, is a rational emploi- 
jent. 

' xo. But I confefs I know not how to re- 
licc to that Head many of thofe things 
hich from divertifements , are now ftept up 
• be the folemn bufinefs of many young La- 
es , ( and I doubt of fome old. ) Such is in 

X X the 
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^he firil place Gaming , a Recreation whofc 
Jawfulnefs I queftion not , wliilft it keeps with-, 
in the bounds of a Recreation : but when ic 
lets up for a Calling , I know not whence it de- 
rives Its licence. And a calling fure it feems 
to be with fome ; a laborious one too , fuch 
as they toil night and day at , nay, do not allow 
themfdves that remiflion which the Laws 
both of God and Man have provided for the 
meaneft Mechanic. The Sabbath is to them 
no day of reft, but this Trade goes' on when 
all Shops are Ihut. I know not how they la- 
tisfic themfelves in fuch an habitual waft of 
their time, (befides all the incidental faults of 
Avarice and Anger but I much doubt that 
Plea, whatfoever it is which pafles with them^ 
will fcarce hold weight at his Tribunal , who 
has commanded us to redeem , not fling away 
our time. 

II. There is another thing to which fome- 
devote a very confiderable part of their time , 
and that is the reading Romances, which, 
feems now to be thought the peculiar and on- 
ly becoming ftudy of youns Ladies. I con-« 
rcfs their Youth may a little adapt, it to them 
when they were Children , and I wilh they 
were alwaie$ in their event as harrnldfs ; but I 
fear they often leave ill impreflions behintJ 
tlieVn. Thofe amorous Paifions , which 'tis 
their defi'gti to paint to the utmoft' Life, are 
apt to iniinuate themfelves iisfeo' their un^ 

wary 
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wary Readers, and by an unhappy in verfion , a 
coppy fhall produce an Original When a 
poor young Creature Ihall read there of fomc 
triumphant Beauty , that has I know not how 
many captiv'd Knights proftrate at her feet, 
Ihe will probably be temted to think it a fine 
thing ; and may reflect how much flie loies 
time , that has not yet fubdu'd one heart : and 
then her bufmefs will be to Ipread her nets, 
lay her toils to catch fome body who will more 
fatally enfnare her And when ihe has once 
wound her felf into an Amour , tliofe Authors 
are fubtil Cafuifts for all difficult cafes that may 
occur 'm it , will inftrud in die neceflary Arti- 
fices of deluding Parents and Friends , and put 
herruine perferay in her own power. And tru- 
ly this feems to be io natural a confequent of 
this fort of ftudy , that of all the divertife- 
ments that look lo innocently , they can foarce 
fall upon any more hazardous. Indeed , 'tis 
very difficult to imagine what vaft mifcliief is 
don to the World , by the falfe notions and i- 
mages of things ; particularly of Love and 
Honor , thefe nobleft concerns of human life , 
reprefented in thefe Mirrors. But when we 
conAder upon what Principles the Puellifts 
and Heftors of the Age defend their Outrages , 
and how great a Devotion is paid to Luft , in- 
flead of virtuous Love , we cannot be to fecl^ 
for the Gofpel which makes thefe Doftrincs 
appear Orthodox, 

11. As 



j66 the ladies CALLING. Part. II. 

IX. As for the Entertainments which they 
find abroad , they may be innocent , or other- 
wife, according as they are managed, The 
common entercourfe of Civility is a debt to 
Humanity , and therefore mutual Vifits -may 
often be neceflTary ; and fo ( in fome degree ) 
may be feveral harmlefs and healthful recrea- 
tions which may call them abroad ; for I 
write not now to Nuns , aud have no purpofc 
to confine them to a Cloifter, Yet on the 
other fide to be alwaies wandring , is the con- 
dition of a Vagabond ; and of the two , 'tis 
better to be a Prilbner to ones home , then a 
Stranger. Solomon links it with fome very 
imlaudable qualities of a Woman , Troverk 
7. II; that her feet abide not in her haufe; and 
*tis an unhappy impotence not to be able to 
ftayathome, when there is any thing to be 
fctn abroad : that any Mask , or Revel , any 
Jollity of others muft be their rack and tor- 
ment , if they cannot get to it. Alas , fuch 
Meetings are not fp fure to be fafe , that they 
had need be frequent , and they are of all o- 
thers leaft like to be fafe to thole , who much 
dote on them. And therefore thofe that find 
they do fo, had need to counterbiafs their 
minds , arid fet them to forfithing better , and 
bymoreferious entertainments fupplant thofe 
Vanities , which at the beft are childifh , and 
may often prove worfe , it being to probable 
that thofe "Dinah's which are ftill gadding , 

tho 
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tlio on pretence to fee only the Daughters of 
the Land , Gen. 34. may at laft meet with a fon 
of Hamor. 

13. There is alfo another great De- 
vourer of time fubfervient to the former , I 
mean Drelfing : for they that love to be feen 
much abroad , will be fure to be feen in the 
moft exaft form. And this is an emploiment 
that does not ileal but challenge their time ; 
what they waft here , is cumTrivilegio , it be- 
ing by the verdift of this Age the proper bu- 
fmefs , the one Science wherein a young La- 
dy is to beperfcftlyvcrft: fo that now all vir- 
tuous emulation is to be converted into this 
fingle Ambition , who fliall excell in this Fa- 
culty. A Vanity which I confefs is more 
excufablc in the youngeft then the elder fort ; 
they being fuppofable not yet to have out- 
worn the reliqucs of their Child-hood , to 
which toies and gaiety were proportionable. 
Befides , *tis fure allowable iipon a ibberer 
account , that they who dengn Marriage , 
fhould give themfelves the advantage of de- 
cent Ornaments, and not by the negligent 
rudencfs of their Drefs belie Nature , dnd 
render themfelves lefs amiable then fhe has 
made them. But all this being granted , ''t will 
by no means juftifie that exceffive curiofity 
and folicitude , that expence of time and 
mony too which is now ufed, A very mo- 
derate degree of all thofe will ferve for that 

oc- 
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ordinary decency which they need proyidc 
for , will keep them from the reproch of an ; 
affefted Singularity , which is as much as a 
fober Perfon need take care for. And I muft 
take leave to (ay, that in order to Marriage, 
fuch a moderation is much likeliet to fucceed 
then the contrary extravagance. Among the 
prudenter fort ot Men I am fure it is j if it be 
not among the loofe and vain, againft which 
*twill be their guard , and fo do them the great*- 
cr fervice. For certainly , he that chufes 
a Wife for thofe qualities for which a wife 
Man would refufe her , underftands fo little 
what Marriage is , as portends no great felici- 
ty to her that ihall have him; But if they 
defire to marry Men of fobriety and difcrc- 
tion , they are obliged in juftice to bring the 
fame qualities they expeft , which will be very 
ill evidenced by that excefs and vanity we now 
ipeak of. 

14. For to fpeak i plain (tho perhaps 
ungrateful ) truth , this ( together with fomc 
of the modiili liberties now in ufe ) is it, whici 
keeps fo many young Ladies about the Towfli 
unmarried , till they lofe the Epithet of young. 
Sober men arc afraid to venture upon a hur . 
mor. fo difagreeing to their own , lead whiril 
( according to the Primitive reafon of Mar- 
riage) they feek a help, they efpoufe a mine. 
But this is efpccially dreadful to a plain Coun- 
try Gefttleman , who looks upon one of thefe 

fine 
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fine Women as a gaudy Idol, ,to whom if 
he once become a Votary , he muft facrificc 
a great part of his fortune , and all his content. 
How reafonable that apprehenfion is , die ma- 
ny wracks of confiderable. Families dp too c-^ 
vidently atteft. But I prefume fome of the 
nicer Ladies have fuch a contemt of anything 
that they pleafe to call Ruftic , that they wiu 
not niuch regret the averting of thofe whom 
they fo defpife. They will not, perhaps, while 
they are in purfuit or hopes of others ; but 
when thofe fail , thefe will be look'd on as a 
welcome Referve : and therefore 'twill be no 
Prudence to cut themfelves off from that laft 
refort , leaft they ( as many have don ) betake 
themfelves to much worle. For as in many 
inftances , 'tis the Country which feeds and 
maintains the grandeur of the Town ; fo of all 
commerces there , Marriage would fooneft fail, 
if all Rural fupplies were cut off, 

15-. But I have purfued this Speculation 
farther then perhaps my Virgin Readers will 
thank me for : I fhall return to that which 
it was brought to inforce , and befeech them , 
that if not to Men , yet to approve themfelve§ 
to God, they will confine themfelves in the 
matter of their Drcfs , within the due limits 
of Decency and Sobriety. I fhall not direft 
them to thofe ftrift rules which Tertullian 
and fome other of the ancient Fathers have 
prcfcrib'd in this matter ; my Petition is only , 

Y That 
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That our Virgins would at Icaft fo take car? 
of their Bodies , as Perfons that alfo have a 
Joul: Tvhich if they can be perfwaded to, 
they may referve much of their time for more 
worthy ufes then thofe of the Comb the Tuil? 
lets, s^nd the Glafs. And truly, 'tis not a lit- 
tle thpir concern to do fo , for this Spring of 
their age is that Critical Inftant that muft 
either confirm or blaft the hopes of all the 
Succeeding Seafons. The minds of young 
People are ufually compared tp a blank flieet 
of Paper , equally capable of the beft or the 
worft impreffions: 'tis pity they fliould be 
fiU'd with childifh Scrawls, and little infi- 
gnificant Figures , but 'tis Ihame and horror 
they fliould be ftain'd with any vicious Cha- 
rafters , any blots of Impurity or Diflionor, 
To. prevent which, let the fevereft notions of 
Modefly and Honor be early and deeply imr 
preft upon their iSouls, graven as with the 
ppint of a Diamond, that they may beasin- 
delibk as. they are indifpenfibly nccefTary to 
the Virgin Hate. 

1$. Th.ere is alfp another very requifit 
Quality, and that is Obedience. TJiie younger 
fort ojf Virgins are fuppofed to iiave.Parents; 
or if any has bin fo unhappy as toloofethem 
early , they cooimonly are left in the cliarg? 
of fome Friend or Guatdian, that is to fup?\ 
ply the place: fo that they can^bt.be tofeek 
to whom this Obedience is to ht W^ And 

it 
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it is no more tlieit Duty then their Interefl 
! to pay it. Youth is apt to be foolifh in its De-^ 
\ figns, and heady in tlie purfuit of them ; and 
tlierc can be nothing more deplorable then to 
have it left to its lelf. And therefore God # 
who permits not even the Brutes to deftitutci 
their young ones till they attain to theperfe- 
ftion of their Kind , lias put Children undeif 
the guidance and proteftioh df their Parents * 
till Dy the maturing of their judgments they 
are qualified to be their ow n Conduftors. Now 
this Obedience ( as that which is due to all ci- 
ther Superiors ) istoextenditfelf toallthittgsi 
that are either good or indifferent , and had 
Ho claiife of exception ^ but only where thcj 
Command is unlawful. And in fo wide a fcenc! 
of Aftion , thefe will occui? fo many parti- 
cular ocScafions of fubmiflion , that they had 
need have a great reverence of their Patents 
judgments , and diftriift of their own. Andi 
if it fliould happen that Ibme Parents are not 
qualified to give them the former, yet the ge- 
neral imbecillity of their Age , will remain ^ 
conftant ground of the latter : fo that they 
inay fafefier venture themfelves to thejr Pa- 
rents mifguidance then their pwil ^ by hoW 
much the error of Humility and Obedience i 
are lefs malignant then thofe of Prefumtiort 
ftnd Arrogance* 

17. But this ii d Oofttine which Will 
-fcirctf pafs for Orthodox with many of the 

Y 1». ^ti>^*.^ 
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young Women of our daies , with whom 'tis 
prejudice enough againft the prudenteft ad^ 
vice, that it comes from their Parents. Tis 
the grand Ingenuity of thefe Times to turn 
every thing into Ridicule ; and if a Girl can 
but rally Imartly upon the fober admonition 
of a Parent , Ihe concludes Ihe is the abler Per- 
fon , takes her felf for a Wit , and the other 
for a Fop; ( a Bug-bear word, devifed to I 
fright all ferioufnefs and fobriety out of the 
World ) and learns not only to difobey , but 
to contemn. Indeed, the great confidence 
that Youth now feems to have of its felf, as i 
it is very indecent , fo it is cxtreamly perni-^ 
cious. Children thit will attemt to go alone 
before their time, oft get dangerous falls: 
and when thofe who are but little removed 
from Children , Ihall caft off thewifer conduft 
of others , they oft fadly mifcarry by their 
own. 

1 8. I know this Age has fo great a con- 
temt of the former , that 'tis but matter of 
fcorn to alledg any of their Cuftoms , elfe 
I fhould fay that the liberties that are taken 
now, would then have bin flartled at. They 
that fhould then have feen a young Maid ram- 
bling abroad without her Mother, or fomc 
other prudent perfon , would have look'd on 
her as a flray , and thought it but a neigh- 
botly office to have brought her home : where- 
.as now /tis a rarity to fee them in any com- 
pany 
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j)any gravet then themfelves , and flie that 
goes with her Parent ( unlefs it be fuch a Pa^ 
rent as is as wild as her fclf ) thinks ihe does 
but walk abroad with her Jailor. But lure 
there are ho fmall mifchiefs that attend this 
liberty , for it leaves them perfeftly to the 
choice of their company , a thing of too weigh- 
. ty an importance for giddy heads to deter- 
JTiin y who will be fure to eleft fuch as are of 
their own humor , with whom they may keep 
up a traffic of little impertinencies and trifling 
entertainments ; and lo by confequence con- 
demn themfelves never togrowwifer, which 
they might do by an ingenious converfation. 
:Nay , 'tis well if that negative ill be the worft , 
;for it gives opportunity to any that have ill 
^efigris upon them. It will be eafie getting in- 
to their company , who have no guard to keep 
any body out , and as eafie by little complian- 
-<es and flatteries infinuating into their good 
traces 5 who have not the fagacity to difcern 
™> what infidious purpofes thole blandifli- 
^ents are directed ; and when they once begin 
to nibble at the bait, to be pleaied with the 
rCourtfliip , 'tis great odds they do not efcapc 
^e hook, 

► 19. A L A s , how many poor innocent crca- 
ilures have bin thus indifcernibly enfnared; 
iave at firft perhaps only liked the wit and 
^raillery, perhaps the language and addrefs, then 
the freedom and good humor ; till at laft they 
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come to like the Perfon. It is therefore a 
moft neceflary caution for young Women ^ 
not to truft too much to their own Condud^ 
but to own their dependance on thofe, to 
whom God and Nature has fubjefted them^ 
and to look on it not as their reftraint and 
burden , but as their Ihelter and proteftion* 
For where once the autority of a Patent comes 
to be defpis*d, tho in the lighteft inftancc^ 
it laics tlie foundation of utmoft difobedi- 
ence. She that will not be prefcribed to iri 
the choice of her ordinary diverting compa- 
ny , will lefs be fo in chufmg the fixt com- 
panion of her Life; and we find it often c-' 
ventually true , that thofe who govern thein- 
felves in the former, will. not be govern'dby 
their friends in the later , but by pre-engage- 
meiits of their ^wn prevent their eleaionj 
for them. 

±o* Anp this is one of the higheft inju^ 
ties they can do their Parents , who have fuch 
a native right in them, that^tis no lefs ad 
injuftice then difobedience to difpofe of them 
felves without them. This right of the Pa-| 
rents is fo undoubted , that we find God him- 
felf gives way to it, and will not fuffet xht 
mdft holy pretence, no not that of a Vow* 
to invade it , as we may fee his own Hating 
off the cafe. Numb. 30. How will he then 
^tefent it , to have this fo indifpettfable a Lav» 
violated upon tlic impulfe .of ^ impotcn* 

pafliofli 
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iffion, an amorous inclination.? Nor is the 
lly lefs then the fin: they' injure and af- 
A their Parents , but they generally ruin 
id undo themfelves. And tnat upon a dou-r 
e account , firft as to the fecular part. Thofe 
at are fo rafli as to make fuch matches , can- 
)t be imagined fo provident as to examine 
>w agreeable ^tis to their intereft , or to con- 
ivc for any thing beyond the Marriage. The 
oughts ot their future temporal conditions 
[ike thofe of the eternal ) can find no room 
lidft their fooliih raptures ; but as if Love 
sre indeed that Deity which the Poets feign- 
i , they depend on it for all , and take no tar- 
er care. And event does commonly toa 
on inftruft them in the deceitfulnfefs of that 
ift ; love being fo unable to fupport them , 
at it cannot maintain its felf ; but quickly 
pires when it has brought the Lovers into 
ofe llraits , from whence it cannot refcuc 
em. So that indeed it does but play thede- 
y with them, brings thenxinto the noofc, 
d then retires. For when fecular wants be- 
1 to pirxh them* all the tranfports of their 
tidnefs do ufually convert into mutual ac- 
fations , for having made each other mifc- 
>lc. 

ii. And indeed there is no reafon to ex- 
ft any better event , becaufe in the fecond 
ace they forfeit their title to the Divine Blefr . 
ig; nay, they put themfelves out of the ca- 

\^^ \ ^ pacitY 
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pacity to ask it , it being a ridiculous impu- 
dence to beg of God to profper the tranf- 
greflions of his Law. Such Weddings feem 
to invoke fome of the Poetic Romantic Dei* 
ties , Venus and Hymen ,/ from whence they de- 
rive a happinefs as fiftitious as are the Gods 
that arc to fend it. Let all Virgins therefore 
Reiigioufly obferve this part of Obedience 
to their Parents , that they may not only have , 
their benediftion , but Gods. And to that pur- 
pofe let this be laid as a fundamental rule , that 
they never hearken to any propofal of Mar- 
riage made them from any other hand ; but 
when any fuch overture is made , divert the 
addrefs from her felf, and direft it to her Pa- 
rents , which will be the beft teft imaginable 
for any pretender. For if he know himfclf 
worthy of her , he will not fear to avow his de- 
fign to them ; and therefore if he decline that, 
'tis a certain fymtom , he is confcious of fom- 
thing he knows will not give a valuable confi- 
deration ; fo that this courfe will repel no fui-\ 
tor but fuch as it is their intereft not to admit. 
Befides , 'tis moft agreeable to the Virgin mo- 
defty , which Ihould make Marriage an aft ra- 
ther of their obedience then their choice; and 
they that think their Friends too flow paced 
in the matter, and feefc to out-run tlicm, 
give caufe to fufpeft they are fpurr'd on by 
ibmwhat too warm d eiires. 
-^ xz. But 
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2.x. But as a Daughter is neither to antici* 
J)ate , nor contradift the will of her Parent , fo 
( to hang the balance even ) I muft fay fhe is not 
obliged to force her owri , by ttiafrying \^here 
• flie cannot love; for a negative voice in the 
tafc is fure as much the childs right , as the Pa- 
rents. It is true , flie ought well to examine 
, the grounds of her averfion , and if they prove 
■'only childilh and fanciful , Ihould endeavdtto 
torreft them by reafon aild fober cbnfiderati- 
on; if after all me cannot leave to hate, I think 
fhe ihould Hot proceed to matry. I confefs I 
fee not how Ihe can , without a Sacrilegious 
liypocrlfie , vow fo folemnly to love where ftiet 
at the inftant aftually abhors : and whete the 
married ftate is begun with fiich a perjury , 'tis 
no wonder to find it continued at the famcJ 
tjkte , thiat other parts of the Vow be alfo vio- 
lated ; and that me obferve the negative part 
h no more then ^ pofitive , and ds little forfake 
pothers, as {ht does.heartilydeavetoherhuf- 
f band. 1 fear this is a confcquence whereof 
■ there ate too many fad infiances now extant * 
for tho doubtlefs , thete ate fome Vertues W"^ 
will hold out againft all the temtations their a- 
verfions can give, nay which do at laft evert 
: conquer thofe averfions , and render their du- 
ty as eafie as they have kept it fafe ; yet we find 
there are but fome that do fo : that it is n6 
infeparable property of the Sex , and there-* 
fore it is fure too hazardous an Experi^ 
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ment for any of them to venture on. 

xj. And if they may not upon the more 
generous motive ot obedience , much lefs may 
they upon the worfe inducements of Avarice 
and Ambition ; for a Woman to make a Vow 
to the Man , and yet intend only to marry his 
Fortune , or his Title , is the bafeft infincerity , 
and fuch as in any other kind of civil Con- 
trafts , would not only have the infamy but 
the punifhment of a cheat. Nor will it at all 
fecure them , that in this 'tis only liable to Gods 
Tribunal: for that is not like to make the 
doom lefs, but more heavy , it being ^s the A- 
poftle wittteffes , a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God, Heb. 10. 31. Ina word, 
Marriage is Gods Ordinance , and fhould be 
confider'd as fuch ; not made a ftale to any un- 
worthy defign. And it may well be premm'd 
one caufe why fo few Matches are happy , that . 
they are not built upon a right Foundation, 
Some are grounded upon Wealth , iome on 
Beauty , too landy bottoms God knows to raifc 
any felicity on : whilft in the interim , Vertue 
and Piety , the only folid Bafis for that fuper- 
ftrufture are fcarce ever confider'd. Thus 
God is commonly left out of the confultation. 
The Lawyers are reforted to , to fecure the 
fettlements, all forts of Artificers to make up 
the equipage , but He is neither advis'd with as 
to the motives , nor fcarce fupplicated as to the 
event of Wedding, Indeed ^ 'tis a deplorable 

fight 
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ht too fee with what lightnefs and uncon- 
^tlcdnefs young people go to that weightieft 
ion of their Hves ; that a Marriage-day is 
t: a kind of a Bacchanal , a more licenfed a- 
wed Revel : when , if they duly confider'd 
*tis the hinge upon which their future Life 
>vcs, which turns them over to a happy or 
ferable Being ; and therefore ought to be en- 
■d upon with the greateft ferioufnefs and 
motion. Our Church advifes excellently in 
: Preface to Matrimony : and I wifli they 
luld not only give it the hearing at the time , 
t make it their ftudy a good while before : 
a and the Marriage Vow too ; which is fo 
ift and awfuU a Bond , that methinks they 
d need well weigh every branch of it , ere 
jy enter it ; and by the ferventeft Praiers 
plore that God , who is the Witnefs , to be 
^ir alTiftant too in its performance. 
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Of mves. 

X. AND now having conduced the ViN 
Xxein to the entrance of another ftatc^ 
I muft mift the fcene , and attend her thither 
alfo. And here fhe is lanched into a wide Sea, 
that one Relation of a Wife drawing after it 
many others: for as Ihe efooufes the man, fo 
Ihe does his Obligations alio : and wherc-ever 
he by ties of Njiture or Alhance owes a reve- 
rence or kindnefs , fh^isno'lefs a debtor. Her 
Marriage is an adoption into his Family , and 
therefore Ihe is to every branch of it to pay .- 
what their ftations there do refpe(3:ively re- ' 
quire. To define which more particularly, 
would be a work of more length then profit. I ^ 
flialltherefore confine the prefent confiderati- 
on to the relation flie (lands in to her Husband , 
(and what is ufually concomitant with that) 
her Children, and her Servants, and fo fhall- 
Gonfider her in the three capacities of a Wife , 
a Mother, and a Miftrefs. 

X. In that of a Wife her duty has feveral 
afnefts , at it relates , firft to his Perfon , fer 
condly to his Reputation , thirdly to his For- 
tune. The firft debt to his Perfon is Love , 
which we find fet as the prime Article in the 

Mar- 
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Marriage Vow. And indeed that is the moft 
cflential requifite ; without this 'tis only Bar- 
gain and Compaft , a Tyranny perhaps on the 
tnans part , and a flavery on the womans. 'Tis 
Love only that cements the hearts , and where 
that union is wanting , 'tis but a fliadow , a car- 
cafs of Marriage. Therefore as it is very ne- 
ceflary to bring fome degree of this to this 
State; fo 'tis no lefs to maintain and improve 
it in it. This is it which facihtates all other 
r Duties of Marriage ; makes the yoke fit fo 
- lightly , that it rather pleafes then galls. It 
ihould therefore be the ftudy of Wives to pre- 
ferve this Flame ; that like the Veftal Fire it 
may never go out: and to that end carefully 
I to guard it from all thofe things wliich are na- 
turally apt to extinguifli it ; of which kind are 
all frowardnefs and little perverfnefs of hu-r 
mor ; all fullen and morofe behavior , which 
by taking off from the deligiit and compla- 
cency of converfation , will by degrees weai: 
ofF the kindnefs. 

3. But of all I know nothing more dan- 
gerous then that unhappy paffion of Jealoufy , 
which tho 'tis faid to be the child of Love , yet 
like the Viper, its birth is the certain deftru- 
ftion of the parent. As therefore they muft 
be nicely careful to give their husbands no co- 
lor , no leaft umbrage for it ; fo ihould they 
be as refolute to refifl all that occurs to tlicm^ 
felve§, t)e fo far from that bufy curiofity , that 

indultry 
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induftry to find caufes of fufoicion ; thateyea 
where tliey prcfented themlclves they fhould 
avert the cotifideration , and put the moft can- 
did conftruftion upon any doubtful aftion. 
And indeed Charity in this inftance hath not » 
more of the Dove then of the Serpent. It is 
infinitly the wifeft courfe, both in relation to 
her prefent quiet , and her future innocence. 
The entertaining a Jealous fancy , is the admit- 
ting the moft treacherous , the moft difturb- 
ing In-mate in the World ; and flie opens her 
breaft to a Fury that lets it in. Tis certain- 
ly one of the moft enchanting Frenzies ima- 
ginable , keeps her alwaies in a moft rcftlefs 
importunate iearch after that which fhe dreads 
and abhors to find , and makes her equally 
miferable when ihe is injured , and when fhe 
is not. 

4. A N D as ftie totally lofcs her Eafe ^ fo 
'tis odds but Ihe will part alfo with fome dc«« 
grees of her innocence. Jealoufy is common- 
ly attended with a black train: it nrafters all 
tne forces of our irafcible part to abet its 
quarrel , Wrath and Angef , Malice and R<5- 
venge: and by how much the Female im- 
potence to govern thofe Palfions is the great- 
er , fo much the more dangerous is it to admit 
that which will fo furely fet them in an up- 
rore. For if Jealoufie be , as the Wife Man 
faies, the rage of a man, Prov. 6. 3x.wcmay 
well think it may be the Fury , the Madnefs 

of 
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of a Woman. And indeed all Ages have 
given Tragical inftances of it , not only in the 
moft indecent fiercenefs and clamor , but in 
the folemn mifchiefs of aftual Revenges* 
Nay 'tis to be doubted there have bin fome 
whofe malice has rebounded ; who have ru- 
ined themfelves in fpight , have bin adulte- 
rous by Way of retaliation , and taken more 
icandalous liberties then thofe they complain- 
ed of in their Husbands. And when fuch e- 
normous eflei^s as thefe are the ifTues of jealou- 
lie 'I it ought to keep a Woman on the ftrifteft 
guard againft it. 

jr. But perhaps it may be faid, thatfomc 
arc not left to their Jealoufy and conjefturcs , 
but have more demonftrative proofs. In his 
Age 'tis indeed no ftrange thing for men to 
publifh their fin as Sodom , and the Offender 
do*s fomtimes not difcover but boaft his crime. 
In this cafe I confefs 'twill be fcarce pofliblc 
to disbeheve him: but even there a Wife has 
this advantage , that flie is out of the pain of 
fufpence. She knows the utmoft , and there- 
fore is at lefure to convert all that induflry , 
which flie would have ufed for that difco very ^ 
to fortify her felf againft a known Calamity ^ 
which iure ihe may as well do in this as in 
any other ; a patient fubmiffion being the 
. one Catholicon in all Diftreflfes ; and as the 
ll^hteft can overwhelm us if we add our own 
impatience towards our finking , fo the great- 
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eft cannot if we deny it that aid. They are 
therefore far in the wrong , who , in cafe of this 
inj ury , purfue their husbands with virulencieS 
and reproches* This is ♦ as Solomon f^ies , Trovi 
X5', xo. The pouring vineger upon niter , applying 
Corrofives when Balloms are moft needed, 
whereby they not only encreafe their own 
fmart , but render the wound incurable. They 
are not Thunders and Earth-quakes * biit fort 
gentle Rains that clofe the fdfTures of the 
ground ; and the breaches of Wedloc will ne** 
ver be cemented by ftorms and loud out-criesi 
Many men have bin made worfe , but fcarce 
any bfetter by it: for guilt covets nothing 
more then an opportunity of recriminating) 
and where the Husband can accufe the Wives 
bitternefs , he thinks he needs no other apolo* 
gy for his own Luft. 

6. A wife Diflimulation , or very calm notice 
is fure the likelieft means of reclaiming : for 
where men have not wholly put ofFHumanity / 
there is a native compafliontoameekfuffercr. 
We have naturally fome regret to fed a Lamb 
tinder the knife ; whereas the impatient roar- 
ing of a Swine diverts our pity : fo that Pa- 
tience in this cafe is as much the intereft as 
duty of a Wife. 

/•But there is another inftance wherein 
that vertue has a feverer trial , and that is when 
a Wife lies under the caufelefsjealoufies of 
the Husband , ( I fey caufelefs , for if they be 

juft 
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juft , 'tis not fo much a feafon for Patience , 
as for Repentance and Reformation.) This is 
lure one of the greateft calamities that can be- 
fal a vcrtuous Woman ; who as flie account$ 
nothing fo dear as her loialty and honor , fo 
thinks no infelicity can equal the afperfing of 
thofe , efpecially when it is from him , to whom 
flje has bin the moft folicitous to approve her 
felf. Yet God, who permits nothing but what 
he direfts to fome wife and gracious end , has 
an over-ruling hand in this as well as in all o- 
ther events of life ; and therefore it becomes 
every woman in that condition , to examin 
ftriftly what flie has don to provoke fo fevere 
a fcourge. For tho her heart condemn her 
not of any Falfnefs to her husband , yet proba- 
bly it may of many Difloialties to her God ; 
gind then mc is humbly to accept even of this 
traducing of her Innocence, as the punifh- 
ment of her iniquity , and bear it with the fame 
temper wherewith T)avid did the unjuft revi- 
lings of Shimei , x Kings 1 6. lo. Let him curfe , 
for the Lord hath bidden him. 

8. And when ihe has made this penitent 
refleftion on her real guilts, flie may then 
with more courage encounter thofe imagi- 
nary ones which are charged on her : where- 
in me is to ufe all prudent and regular means 
for her juftifi cation , that being a debt flie ows 
to truth , and her own fame. But if after all , 
the fufpicion remains flill fixed ( as common- 
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ly thofe which are the moft unreafonable are 
tne moft obflinate ) ihe may (till folace her 
feJCf in her Integrity , and Gods approbation 
of it: nor ought me to think her fclf defo- 
late, that has her appeal open to Heayeo, 
Therefore whilit ih? can look both inward 
and upward with comfort , why fhould ihe , 
chufc to fix her eyes only on the objeft of 
her grief? and whilft her ownconvplaintisof 
Defamation , why fhould flie fo diCnonor God 
and a good Confcience , as to ihew any thing 
can be more forcible to opprefs , then they 
are to relieve and fupport ? And if Ihe may 
not indulge to Griet , much lefs may ihe to 
Anger and Bitternefs. 

9. Indeed if ihe conHder how painful 
a paflion Jealoufy is , her Husband will more 
need her pity; who tho he be unjuft to her, 
is yet cruel to himfelf And as we do not ulq 
to hate and malign thofe Lunatics , who' in 
their fits beat their Friends, and cut and gaih 
themfelves , but rat%:r make it our care to put 
all harmful engines out of their way ; fo ihould 
the Wife not defpitefuUy ruminate upon thci 
injury , but wifely contrive to avert his tem- 
tations to more, by denying her felf even the 
mod innocent liberties , if ihe fee they difTa- 
tisfy him. I know there have bin fome of 
another opinion ; and as if they thought Jea- 
loufy were to be cured by majoration , have 
in an angry contemt don things to inflame 
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it , t)ut on art unwonted freedom and jollity ^ 
:o fhew their Husbands how little they had 
!ecur'd themfelves by their diftruft. But this 
IS it is no Chriftian , fo I conceive it is no ptu- 
ient expedient : it ferves to ftrengthen not 
inly the Husbands fufpicion , but his party too^ 
ind makes many others of his mindf : and 'tid 
I little to be feared , that by lifing fo to brave 
Ae Jealoufy , they may at laft come to verify 
t. I have bin the longer on this Theme , be-' 
:aufe as Jealoufy is the moll fatal peft of a maif* 
ied life , fo I think it more ordinarily occurs z* 
nong people of Quality , and with the worft 
md moft durable effefts. Yet what ever pre-^ 
ences people may take hence , the Marriage 
^o w is too faft a knot to be loofned by fandes 
iid Chimeras : let a woman tlierefore be the 
kerfon fufpefting or fufpefted , neither will 
ibfolvc her from that love to her husband ihe 
las fworn to pay. 

JO. But alas, what hope is there that theft 
Tcater temtations fliall be refifted, when we 
ee every the flighteft difguft is now adaies 
DO ftrong for the Matrimonial LoVe. Nay 
ndeed it do's of courfe fall off of its felt } 
ijrhich is an event fo mlich expeftcd ^ that'tii 
lo wonder to fee it expire with the firft cir- 
:Uit of the Moon; but it is every bodies ad- 
niration to fee it laft one of the Sun. And 
bmtimes it vanifhes fo cleerly , as not to leave 
b much as a ihadow behind it , not fo much 

Aa ^ ^^ 



i88 THE LADIES CALLING. Part.II 

as the formalities of Marriage: one bed, one }t 
houfe cannot hold them : as if they had bin 
put together like cafe-fhot in a gun , only that 
they might the more forcibly fcatter (everal 
waies- Nay , as if this were defigned and in- 
tended in the firft addrefTes unto Marriage , a 
feparate maintenance is of courfe a fore hand 
contrafted for, and becomes as folemnapart 
of the fettlement , as the Jointure is. Tlutarch 
obferves of tlie ancient Romans, that for 130 
years after the founding of their State , there , 
never was one example of any married couple 
that feparated : it is not likely they could have 
a more binding form of Marriage then ours is , 
the difference muft lie between their Veracity 
and our Falfnefs. 

II. But even among thofe who defert 
not each other, too many do mutually fall 
from that Entirenefs -and AfTcftion which is 
the foul of Marriage ; and to help on the de- 
clination , there are faihionable Maxims taken 
up , to make men and their wives the greateft 
flrangers to each other. Thus 'tis pronounced 
a piece of ill Breeding , a fign of a Country 
Gentleman , to fee a man go abroad with his 
own wife ( I fuppofe thofe who brought up 
thefe Rules are not to feek what ufe to make 
of them. ) And were the time of moft of the 
modifh couples computed , 'twould be found 
they are but few of their waking hours ( I 
might fay minutes*) together: fo that if no- 
thing 
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thihg elfc , meer defuetudc and intermiffiott 
of converfation muft needs allay , if nDt quite 
cxtinguifli their kindnefs. But I hope there arc 

:. yet many who do not think the Autority of a 
fafhion greater then that of a Vow: andfuch 

\ will ftili think it their duty both to own and 
cherifh that kindnefs and affedion they have 
fo folemnly promifed. 

IX. Another Debt to the pcrfon of a 
husband is Fidelity s for as flie has efpoufed 
all his interefts , fo ihe is obliged to be true to 
them , keep all his fecrets , to inform him of 
his dangers , yea and in a mild and gentle man- 
ner to admonilh him of his faults. This is 
the moft genuine aft of *Friendihip ; there- 
fore flie who is placed in the neereit and moft 
intimate degree of that Relation , muft not 
be wanting in it. She that lies in his bofom 
fiiould be a kindof fecondConfciencetohim, 
by putting him m mind both of his duty and 
. his aberration : and as long as fhe can be but 
patiently heard , *tis her (in to omit it ; 'tis the 
greateft trechery to his nobleft , to his immor- 
tal part ♦ and fuch as the moft officious cares 
of his other interefts can never expiate. Nay, 
indeed ihe is unfaithful to her felf in it , there 
being nothing that does fo much fecure the 
happinefs of a Wife , as the Vertue and Piety 

[/of the Husband, Yet, tho this is to have her 
chicfeft care , as being his principal intereft , 
fhe is tanegleft none of the inferior, butcon- 
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tribute her utmoft to his advantage in all his^ 
concerns. / 

13, Beyond all thefe the Matrimonial fi-» 
delity has a fpecial notion as it relates to the 
Bed ; and in that the wife is to be moft fcvere- 
ly fcrupulous , and never to admit fb much as 
a thought or imagination, much lefs anypar^ 
ly or treaty contrary to her Loialty. Tii 
true , wantonnefs is one of the fouleft blots 
that can (lain any of the Sex ; but *tis infinitly 
more odious in the Married , it being in them 
an accumulation of crimes i Perjury added ta 
Uncleannefs , the infamy of their Family fu* 

f)erftrufted upon their own* And aCcording- 
y all Laws have made a difference in their pu^ 
nifhments. Adultery was by Gods own award 
punilht with Death among the Jews , JLevit. 
%o. 10. And it feems it was fo agreeable to 
Natural Juftice, that divers other Nations 
did the like ; and I know lio reafon , but the 
difficulty of deteftion , that fliould any where 
;ive it a milder fentence. The fon ot Siracb 
las excellently defcribed thefevcral gradati- 
ons of the guilt. Eccluf. 23* i. which I ihall 
defire the Reader to confult ; which who fo 
does , muft certainly wonder at the Alchy- 
my of this age , that from fuch a mafs of ffiamC 
and infamy can extraA matter of confidence: 
that thofe who lie under fo many brands and 
ftigma's , are fo far from hiding their faces , 
tiuu: none ihew them with i<^ much boldnefs , 

and 
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Bitid the aflurance of the guilty far exceeds that 
of the innocent. But impudence is a (lender 
ihelter for guilt, and ferves rather to betray- 
then hide ; To that they are not able to outface 
iJie opinions of men , much lefs can they the 
judgments of God ; who as he was folemnly 
invok'd as a Witnefs to their Vow, fo by his 
Omniprefencc is againft their wills a Witnefs 
foo oi its violations. 

14. Another Duty to the perfon of the 
Husband is Obedience , a word of a very harih 
found in the ears of fome Wives , but is cer- 
tainly the duty of all : and that not only by 
their promife of it , tho that were fufiicient ; 
but from an Original of much older date , it 
-being the mulft that was laid upon the fir ft 
Womans difobedience to God , that ihe ( and 
9II derived from her ) fliould be fubjeft to 
the Husband; fo that the contending for 
fuperiority , is an attemt to reverfe that Fun- 
damental Law, which is almoft as ancient 
as the world. But furely God , with whom 
there is no ihadow of chance , will not make 
afts of repeal to fatisfy the petulancy of a 
few mafterlefs women. That Statute will ftiU 
itand in force , and if it cannot awe them into 
an obfervance , will not fail to confign them 
to punifhment. And indeed this fault is com- 
monly its own li(^or , and does anticipate ( tho 
not avert ) its final doom. The imperiouf- 
nefs of a women do's often raife thofe Storms , 

wherein 
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wherein her felf is fliip-wrack'd- How plca- 
fantly might many Women have lived , if they, 
had not af{ed:ed dominion? Nay, howmucn 
of tlieir will might they have had , if they had 
not ftrugled for it ? For let a man be of never 
fo gentle a temper , ( unlefs his Head be foftec 
then his Heart ) fuch a Ufurpation will a* 
wake him to aflert his Right. But if he be | 
of a fowre fevere nature , ithe have as great a 
defire of Rule as ihe , backt with a much better 
title ^ what Tempefts , what Hurricanes muft 
two fuch oppofite Winds produce? And at 
laft 'tis commonly the Wives lot , after an un- 
creditable unjuft War , to make as difadvan- 
tageous a Peace ; this ( like all other ineffe- 
iftive Rebellions ) ferving to ftraiten hct 
Yoke, to turn an ingenuous fubjeftionintoa 
flavifti fervitude : fo that certainly it is not on- 
ly the vertue, but the wifdom of Wives, to do 
that upon Duty which at laft they muft ( with 
more unfupportable circumftances ) do upon 
Neceffity. 

I y. And as they own thefe Severals to the 
perfon of the husband , fo there is alfo a debt 
to his Reputation. This they are to be ex- 
tremely tender of, to advance it, by making 
all that is good in him as confpicuous , aspu^ 
blic as they can; fetting his Worth in the 
cleareft Light, but putting his Infirmities in 
the Shade ; cafti ng a Veil upon thofe to skreen 
them from the Eies of others , nay ( as far as 

is 
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s poffible ) from their own too ; there being 
lothing acquired to the Wife by contempla- 
ing the Husbands weaknefs , but a temtation 
>f delpifing: him ; which tho bad enough in 
t felf , is yet rendred worfe by that traim of 
niifchievous confequences which ufualiy at- 
:cnd it. In cafe therefore of any notable Im- 
^erfcftions in him , her fafeft way will be to 
confider them no farther then ihe can be in- 
[Irumental to the curing them ; but to divert 
Bromthofe, and refleft upon her own , which 
3erhlps if impartially weighed , may balance , 
f not overpoife his. And indeed thofe Wives 
kvho arc apt to blaze their Husbands Faults , 
io Ihcw that they have either little adverted 
:o their own , or elfe find them lb great , that 
iiey are forced to that Art of diverfion , that 
iek in his Infamy to drown theirs. But that 
projecS: is a little unlucky , for nothing do's 
n fober Judges , create greater prejudice to 
I Woman, then to fee her forward in im- 
fieaching her Husband. 

1-6. But befides this immediate tendernels 
>f his Reputation , there is another by-way 
>f reflexion, which conf^fts in a care that 
he her felf do nothing which may redound 
:o his diihonor. There is fo ftrift a Unioil 
between a Man and his Wife , that the LaW 
rpunts them one Perfony: and confequently 
hey can have no divided Intereft: fo that 
he misbehavior of the Woman refledls igho- 

Bb txvv 
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minioufly on the Man. It therefore concerns 
them , as well upon their Husbands as their 
own account, to abftain even from all ap- 
pearance of evil, and provide that themfelvcs 
be (what Cafar is faid to have required of his 
Wife ) not only without guilt , but without 
fcandal alfo. 

17. Another part of the Wives Duty! 
relates to her Husbands Fortune , the manage- 1 
ment whereof is not ordinarily the Wives 
Province : but where the Husband thinks fit 
to make it fo , flie is obliged to adminifter if 
with her beft Care and Induftry ; not by any 
negleft of hers to give others opportunity of 
defrauding him : yet oh the other fide , not 
by an immoderate tenacity or griping, to 
bring upon him and her felf the reproch , and 
which is worfe , the Curfe that attends Exa- 
ftion and Oppreffion. But this is not ufu- 
ally the Wives field of aftion , tho he that fhali 
confider the defcription which Sohtnon gives 
of a vertuous Wife, Trov. 31. will be apt 
to think Tier Province is not fo narrow and 
confin'd , as the humor of the Age would re- 
prefentit. He tells us. That Jhefieksiuoolani 
flax , and works diligent ^ with her hands : thtti 
Jhe is like the Merchants Ships , andbringsher 
food from far . TYizz Jhe conjlders a field ^ ani 
buys it ^ and with the fruit of her hands flantt 
a vineyard, ^c. And leaft this Ihould bci- 
magin'd to be the Charafter of a mean Coun- 
try 
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try Dame, adds, Tlxzx, her boufhold is clothed 
in fear let , aud that her husband fits among the 
elders of the land. It were eafie to give in- 
ftances from Hiftory , of the advantageous 
menage and aftive induftry of Wives , not 
only in fmgle Perfons, but in whole Nations^ 
But nothing can be more pregnant , then that, 
among the Romans, in the very height and 
jQoriih of the Empire. Auguftm himfcn Jcarce 
wore any thing but of the manufdBure of his 
wife , hisfifter , daughters , and nieces , as Sue^ 
tonius aflures us. Should the gay lilies of our 
Helds ^ which neither fow nor fpin ^ nor gather 
into barns , be exemted from furniihing others , 
and left to cloth themfelves , 'tis to be doubted 
iJiey would reverfe our Saviors Parallel of So- 
^omoitr glories , and no beggar in all his rags 
'juould be araied like one of theje , Luke 12. 27. 

18. But we will be yet more kind, and 
mpofe only negative thrift\)n the Wife , not 

waft and embezle her Husbands Eftatc , 
)ut to confine her Expences within fuch li- 
mits as that can eafily admit: a Caution, 
^^hich if all women had obferv'd, many no- 
>le Families had bin preferv'd, of which there 
low remains no other Memorial, but that 
hey fell a Sacrifice to the profufe Vanity of 

1 woman; and I fear this Age is like to pro- 
idc many more fuch Monuments for the 
lext. Our Ladies , as if they emulated the 
loman Luxury ( which Seneca and Ttitp^ de- 

Bb X fe*^^ 
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fcribc with fo much indignation) do feme- 
times wear about them the Revenues of a 
rich Family ; and thofethat cannot reach to 
that , fliew how riiuch 'tis againft their wills 
they fell lower , by the vaft variety and excefs 
of fuch things as they can poffibly compafs ; 
fo much extravagance not only in their own 
Drefs , but that of their Houles and Apart- 
ment , as if their vanity , like the Leprofie 
we read of. Lev. 14. had infefted the very 
Walls. And indeed, 'tis a very fpreading 
fretting one , for the Furniture oft confumes 
the Houfe , and the Houfe confumes the Land : I 
fo that if fome Gentlemen were to calculate I 
their Eftates , they might reduce all to the \ 
Inventory of Scopias the TheffaliaHy who pro- 
fed his All lay only in fuch Tpics as did nim 
jio good. Women are now skiljful Chymifts , 
*and can quickly^turn their Husbands Earth 
into Gold : but they purfue the Experiment 
too far, make that Gold too volatile , and 
let it all vapor away in infignificant (tho 
gaudy ) Trifles. 

19, Nor is it ever like to be otherwtfc 
with thofe that immoderatly afTeft the Town , 
that Forge of Vanity , which fupplies a per- 
petual Spring of new temtations. Tis true, 
there are fome Ladies who are necefTarily en- 
gaged to be there : their Husbands Emploi- 
ments or Fortunes have marked tliat out as 
their proper ftation , and where the ground 

of 
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of their, (lay is their duty, there is morerea- 
fon to hope it will not betray them to ill ; 
for temtations are moft apt to aflault ftraglers , 
thofe that put themfelves out of their proper 
road. And truly I fee not who can more 
properly be faid to be fo , tlien thofe Women 
whofe means of fubfiftence lies in the Coun-^ 
try, and yet will fpend it no where but at 
London : which feems to carry fomthing of 
' oppofition to Gods Providence, who furely 
\ never caufed their lot to fall , as the Tfalmiji 
; (peaks, in a fair ground \, in goodly heritages ^ 
' Plal. 16. with an intent they fhould never 
inhabit them. The l^. Tribes o{ IJrael had 
their peculiar Portions in Canaan affign'd 
them by lot, Jof 14. x. and every one ac- 
quiefced in his part , dwelt in his own Inhe- 
ritance. Had they bin impatient of living a-r 
hy where but in the Metropolis , had they 
all crouded to jerufalem , all the reft of the 
Land would have bin as defolate before the 
f: Captivity as it was after , none would have 
bin left but fuch as NabiiZ,aradan permitted 
to ftay , Jer. ^x. 1 6. fome of the poor to drefs the 
Vines , and to till the ground. And truly , the 
fame is like to be the fate of this Nation , if 
this humor go's on as it has begun ; which 
inay in time prove as mifchievous to the pu-, 
blic , as it daily is to private Famihes. 

ao. But befides tliis 'tis yet farther to be 
confider'd , that where God gives an eftate. 
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he as the fupreme Landlord affixes fomthing 
of duty , laies a kind of rent charge upon it , 
expects it ihould maintain both hofpitality 
and charity ; and fure both thefe are fitteli; 
to be done upon the place whence the ability 
of them riles. All public taxes ufe to be le« 
vied where the eftate ties : and I know not 
why thefe which are Gods aflefments upon it, 
ihould not be paid there too. When a Gen* 
tlemans land becomes profitable unto him 
by the fweat and labor ot his poor neighbors 
and tenants , 'twill be a kind of muzzling the ox , 
I Cor. 9. 9. if they never taft of the fruit of 
their pains , if they Ihall never have the re- 
freihment of agoodmeal , or an alms; which 
they are not very like to meet with, if all the 
profits be fent up to maintain an equipage, 
and keep up a parade in Town. But alas 'm 
often not only the annual profits that go that 
way , not only the crop , but the foil too ; 
thofe luxuries ufually prey upon the vitals , 
eat out the very heart of an eflate , and many 
have ftay'd in the Town , till they have no- 
thing left in the Country to retire to. 

XI. Now where this proceeds from the 
Wife, what account can mc give to herHuf- 
band, whofe eafinefs and indulgence (for 
that mufl be fuppofed in the cafe ) fhe has fo 
abus'd? as alfo to her poflerity and family, 
who for her pride muft be brought low , re- 
duced to a condition beneath their quality, | 

be- 
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becaufe flie affe^fted to live above it ? But fhe 
will yet worfe atifwer it to herfclf , on whom 
ihc has brought not only the inconvenience 
but the guilt. ^Tis fure a lofty mind will feel 
fmart enough of a fall ; a diminution ^ much 
more an indigence will be fufficiently grie- 
vous to a vain and lavilh humor ; yet here it 
will farther have an additional fting from the 
confcience , that flie ows it only to her own 
pride and folly , a mofl: imbittering confide- 
ratibn, and luch as advances the affliction 
beyond that of a more innocent poverty ; as 
much as the pain of an envenomed arrow ex-* 
ceeds that of another, 

ix. B u T the faddeft reckoning of all is 
that which ihe is to make to God, who has 
dedar'd he hates robbery tho for a burnt of- 
fering to himfelf. How will he then deteft 
this robbery , this impoverilhing of the huf- 
band , when 'tis only to make an oblation to 
vanity and excefs ? It fhould therefore be the 
care of all Wives to keep themfelves from a 
ruilt for which God and man , yea and them- 
lelves alfo fhall equally accufe them , and to 
keep their expences within fuch limits , that 
as Bees fuck but do not violate or deface the 
flowers , fo they as joint proprietaries with 
the husbands , may enjoy but not devour ^d 
deftroy his fortune. 

^3 . I have now run thro the duties to be 
performed unto the Husbands , wherein I have 
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not iil'cil thccxav^^ncfsof aCafuiftincurioufly 
unatoini/ing every part, and Ihcwing all the 
moll minute particulars reducible to each 
head. I have only drawn out the greater lines, 
and infilled on thofe wherein Wives aremoft 
frequently deficient. I Ihall only add this 
caution , that whatever is duty to the husband, 
is equally fo, be he good or ill. The Apoftlc 
commands fubjection and fidelity even to 
Heathen Husbands, i *Pi"r. 5. 11. and'nsnoi 
now their detect either in Piety or Mcralin*, 
that can abusive the Wife- For. beildes tJic 
inconvenience ot making her cut)- preciricus. 
:i:^^\ l;aMc to be lu'Mtracted upon every prc- 
rc:icc ofdcmeh:. i>.e has bvible.-rr. Contran 
ron.^unc**: that hbcrr\-, and in her ^i2r^i2E^ 
v^n> taken h:ni tor bcrrer to: wonf : anii 
IS roo larc r^.-^' ' V:,/ :: m.:i:/ n\rLr^ . Pror. 
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initiates it on that infinit Goodncfs an^ Ma- 
. jefty , to whom no love or obedience can be 
jenough. 

.x4* From this relation of a Wife, there 
ordinarily fprings another , that of a Mother ; 
to which there belongs adiftinftduty , which 
may be branched into many feverals, but 
I mall at prefent only reduce them to two 
Heads, Love and Care. A Mother is a title 
of fo much Tendernefs , that we find it bor- 
rowed by our Common Dialed to exprefs the 
moft exuberant Kindnefs ; nay , even in Sa- 
cred Style it has th,efameufe, and is often fet 
as the higheft Example our weaknefs can com- 
prehend of the Divine Conipaflions. So that 
Nature feems fufficiently to have.fecur'd the 
love of Mothers to their Children , without 
the aid of any pofitive Law. Yet we find 
this ( as other Inftinfts of Nature ) is fome- 
times violated , and oftner perverted and ap- 

Slied to miftaken purpofes: the firft is by a 
efeft of Love ; tne other , by an imprudent 
excefsofit. Tlie defeft do*s , I prefume , more 
rarely occur then the other ; yet it doth fome- 
times happen, and that either from amorofe 
fowrnefs of humor , or elfe from too vehement 
an intention on fomething elfe. 

x^. Some Women have fuc^ a rugged- 
nefs of Nature , that they can love nothing. 
The ugly Paflions of Anger and Envy have, 
like Tharaeffs lean Kine , eat up the more ami- 

C c ^&\tk 
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^blc of Love and Joy. Tlato was wont to 
advife crabbed auftere Tempers , to facrifice 
to the Graces ; and fuch as thefe had need 
have a great d^^of ChriflianPhilofophy , to 
allay and fweet^n their native Bitternefs. Bue 
there are others that are not void of the af- 
fcdion of Love , but 'tis fore-rftall'd by fome 
other Objeift , and fo diverted from their Chil- 
dren. And 'tis a little to be doubted ; thofc 
Objefts which fo divert are none of the beft, 
For the Wifdom of God has difpofed all duty 
into fuch a Harmony and Content of Parts, 
that one interferes not with another. If we 
love no prohibited thing , all the regular Ob- 
jci^s of our kindnefs will agree well enough , 
and one need never fupplant another. And 
indeed 'tis oft obfervablc , that thofe Women 
who immoderatly love their own Plefures, 
do lefs regard their Children ; they look on 
them as Clogs to keep them within doors, 
and think their adverting to them , will hindei 
their free range abroad ; thofe are turn'd 06 ' 
to the care of a Nurfe or Maid , whilft perhaps 
a Dog or Monky is thought worth their pwn 
attendance. 

. 26. Tlutarch relates it as a S jrcafm of Cfr 
fars , to fome Foreigners whom he faw ( at 
Rome ) fbangely fond of fuch little Animals, 
that he asked them , Whether the Women in 
their Country had no Children ; thereby in- 
timating , hpw iwre^qn^bie i; was for thofe 

that 
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that had , - to beftow their carefles on fuch 
Creatures* And furely he* would not have 
given a milder Reprimand to fome of out 
Ladies , who not oiily pleafe , but pride them- 
felves in thofe little Brutes , fliew them to all 
Comers , when perhaps yoU may converfe with 
theni divers daies , before you fliallf by any 
mention of theirs , know that they have a 
Child. 

xj. To the dcfeft of Love , many are apt 
to impute the Mothers transferring the Nur- 
fing her Child to another. 1 am not forwstrd 
to pronounce of it, being loth to involve 
fo many as I then muft in the imputation of 
unnaturalncfs ; I rathef think it is taken upi 
as a piece of State and Greatnefs ; for no 6* 
ther motive , but what is founded in their Qua- 
lity , could fo univerfally prevail with all that 
are of it. But fure this is one of the vairt 
puhftilio's wherewith this Age abounds. For 
what ever tank the Mother is of ^ the Child cat- 
ties proportion to it , and there is the fame e- 
quality between the greateft Ladv and her owA 
Child , as is between the meaneft Beggars and 
hers : tho indeed if there were any condefcenfi* 
on in it , the averfioiis of that ought not to out- 
weigh the impulfes of Nature , and the many 
advantages the Child may receive by taking 
its Nutilhment whence it derived its Sub-* 
dance. And therefore , tho I will not be too 
pofitive in aflerting the neceffity , yet 1 con- 

Cc^ isfe.> 
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fy£s * I cannot but look with reverence on thofe 
few Pcrfons of Honor , who have broke thro 
aa unreafonable Cuftom , and preferred the 
good of their Children before that fantaftic 
priviledg of Greatnefs. And fuch muft in 
all Juftice be acknowledged to have given a 
much better evidence ot their love to their 
Children , then the others. 

x8. There is in yf. Gelllus ^ in his four- 
teenth Book , fo fine a Difcourfe on this fub- 
jeft , where Favorlnus the Philofopher is intro- 
duced , perfwading a Noble Lady , notwith- 
(Vanding the ufual Excufcs , to nurie her Child ; 
that noUiing befides the length , could temt 
me to omit the tranfcribing it : unlefs happi- 
ly the little fuccefs , which a Noble Perlon 
of the fame Sex here concern'd , I mean the 
Countefs of Lincoln , in the Ingenious Book 
wrote by her, andcall'dherNurfery, beafuf- 
ficient ground of defpairing to convince by 
any thing that can be faid. However, let 
thefe delicate ones confider the fevere words 
of the Prophet , Lamen. 4. 3 . The fea-mofh 
fiers draw out the breaft , they give Juck to 
their young ones : the daughter of my people is 
become cruel like the oft rich in the VVildernefSy 
who is hardned againft her young ones , as tho 
they were not hers: her lahr is in vain without 
fear , becaufe God hath deprived her of wifdom , 
neither hath he imparted to her under ft anding. 
Job. 39. 16. 

i9. But 
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19. But as there may be a fault in the 
defeft * fo there may be alfo in the excefs of 
love* God is the only unlimited objeft of 
our Love , towards all others 'tis eafie to be- 
come inordinate , and in no inftance more 
then this of children. The love of a parent is 
defcending , and all things move moft violent- 
ly downwards : fo that whereas that of chil- 
dren to their parents commonly needs afpur , 
this of the parent often needs a bridle ? e(pe- 
cially that of the Mother , which ( by ftrength 
of feminine paflion ) do's ufually exceed the 
love of the Father. Now to regulate this 
affeftion , ihe is to advert to thefe two rules , 
firft that flie hurt not her felf by it , and fe- 
cpndly that ihe hurt not her children. Of 
the firft ihe is in danger if ihe fuffer that Hu- 
man afFeftion to fwell beyond its banks , fo 
as to come in any competition with the Di- 
vine. This is to make an Idol of her child : 
for every thing is fo to us, which rivals the 
love of God in our hearts : and he who owns 
the title of a Jealous God, may be provoked 
as well by our bowing our Ibuls to a living 
image , as the proftration of our bodies to a 
dead. ' Accordingly we oft fee the effefts of 
his ^ealoufy in this particular. The dotinj 
affeftion of the Mother , is frequently puniftiN 
with the untimely death of her Children; 
or if not with that , 'tis many timps with a 
feverer fcoutge. They live ( but as it was fore- 
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told to Elii I Siim 2. 33 , ) td grieve hereieSi 
and to conjume her heart , to be ruinous to them- 
felves, and affliftions to their friends ^ and to 
force their unhappy mothers to that fad excla-^ 
mation , Luke X3 . %^. Blejfed are the wmbs 
which bare not. 

30. And as this proves often true , tvhefl 
the dotage is general upon all the Children^ 
fo do's it oftner when 'tis more partial and 
fixed upon any one: that Dearling which ihe 
makes the only objeft of heif Joy, ufually 
becomes that of her Sorrow. It is an ordi- 
nary infirmity in Patents , to heap all their 
kindnefs upon one to the defrauding of thd 
reft , and too many times upon very undue 
motives: a little excelline in pdint ot Beauty 
turns the fcales , when perhaps many more fo- 
lid Excellences are. the counterpoife. And 
furely this is not only unjuft but irrational 
in the Parent : for all peculiarity of favor in 
a Superior Ihould be dil^enfed either by way 
of Reward , or Encouragement ; and neither, 
of thofe ends can take place , where 'tis only 
the outward from that is confider'd. Fot 
that cannot be rewardabk, to which the 
party has contributed nothing; and the ^/iA 
tiuft will tell us , That 'tis God that hath made 
us and not we our felvcs, Tfahn. 100. 1. 
And as httle room is there for the other end, 
that of encouragement. For as our Saviout 
tells us , Mat. 6. none can add a cubit to his 

ftature^ I 
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ilature , nor make one hair white or black. 
*Tis certain themfelvcs cannot really do ei- 
ther, tho by the aid of Artificial Hypocrify 
they frequently appear to do both. But 
thofe are Arts which neither deferve nor want 
encouragement; the natural Beauty mull: 
have its increafe from the fame fource whence 
it derived its being. There is therefore no 
reafonable account to be given , why a Child 
fhould be preferred for any fuch exterior ex- 
cellency. 

31. The only juftifiablc ground of par- 
tiality to Children is their Vertue: for to 
that their own choice concurs , and fo may 
intitle them to reward ; and 'tis alfo in their 
power to advance, and fo encouragements 
gre not caft away upon them. Nay, the 
influences of thofe may extend farther , and 
provoke a vertuous emulation in the reft. 
But then the mother mud fo manage it , as 
to evidence that 'tis no inequality in her own 
inclination , but merely the force of the o- 
thers defert ; not the Perfon , but the Good- 
nefs that biafles her: and when Verme is 
known to be the only ingratiating Quality , 
they will at once learn the way to become 
hers and Gods Favorites. And unlefs it be 
upon this one defign , 'tis a very unfafe thing 
for a Parent to make any partial difcrimina- 
tion among Children , which is fure to temt 
the more negleded both to repine at her. 
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and envy her Dearlings. And often times 
fuch feeds of rancor have bin by that means 
fowcd in Children , as have bin hard to era- 
dicate in their riper Years. Nor is the raif- 
chief lefs which fhe do's to her Fondlings, 
who befides that they are expofed to the ma- , 
lice of the reft, areuluallyfpoiledbyit, made' 
infolent and untraceable , perhaps their whole 
lives after : for where the Mothers affeftion 
is unbridled, commonly the Childs will is fo 
too , her fondnefs fuperfeding that difciplinc 
and correAion , which fhould , as the Wife 
man fpeaks , i^aw down its neck from itsyouth. 

3x. And the like may be faid where the 
indulgence is more univerfal to all the Chil* 
dren , which is in one relpeft worfe then the 
partial , becaufe it fpoils more ; not one ot 
two , but all the brood. The doting love of 
a Mother blinds her eies , that fhe cannot fee 
their faults, manacles her hands, that flic 
cannot chaftife them , and fo their Vices are 
permitted to grow up witli themfelves. As 
their joints knit and gather ftrength , fo do 
their ill habits , till at laft they are confirmed 
into an Obftinacy ; fo fctting tjiem in a per- 
feft oppofition to that Pattern they Ihould 
imitate: for asChrifts child-hood increasdm 
wijdomy and the Divine Yzvot^ Luk. x.,fo 
do theirs in all thofe provoking follies , which 
may avert both the love of God and Man. 
And alas what r^compence can the little blan- 

diA- 
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difhments and carefles of a Mother make her 
Children , for fuch important , fuch ineftima* 
ble mifchiefs? So that Ihc that will be really 
kind , muft temper her Indulgence with a 

firudenr feverity , or elfe fhe eminently vio- 
atcs the fecond rule , by which ftie ftiould re^ 
gulate her love , and do's that to her Children , 
Vfhxch, Jacob feared from his' Father , Gen. %j. 
Bring a cur fe upon them y andnotablejjing* 

33. Indeed the bell way of approving 
their Love , is by well difcharging the other 
branch of their duty , that of Care. Without 
this , all the moft paflionate raptures of Kind- 
nefs are but an aery Apparition , a fantaftic 
Sctnty and will no more advantage a Child* 
then the whole Shambles in Pifture can feed 
and nourifti it. Now this care is not a tempora- 
ry , momentary Duty , for fome one critical in^ 
ftant ; but is to attend the Child thro the fe- 
veral ftages of its Minority, viz. Infancy > 
Childhood, and Youth. The very firft part 
of their Infancy, is a feafon only for thofc 
Cares which concern their Bodies , providing 
for their careful Attendance , and all other 
things conducing to the ftrengthning their 
Conftitutions , and laying a foundation for 
future Health and Vigor. Which is their in- 
tercft not onely upon a Bodily , but upon an 
Intclleftual account, the good temperature 
of the Body being a great aid to wards the free 
operations of the Mind. And therefore *y(?fr^- 

D d tes 



iio THE LADIES CALLING. Part. II. 

tes , and other Philofophcrs , much recom- 
mend to their Difciples tlie care of HealA, 
as that which freed the Soul from many in- 
cumbrances in its purfuit of Knowledg : and 
it was the comprehenfive Praier of the.Poer, 
That the Gods "-ji'ould grant a/bund Mind in a 
healthful Body. 

34. But this Health is not alwaies the 
confequent of a very nice and tender Breed- 
ing , but is very oft overthrown by it ; and 
if Ladies could but find in their heart to try 
it , they would , I doubt not , find , that the 
inuring them to moderate Hardlhips , would 
much more conduce to the eftabliihing and 
fortifying their Conftitutions. 

35-. Beyond all, this, the care for their 
Exterior is foon overtaken by a more impor- 
tant one , that of their Interior , in the ti- 
ming of which there fcems to be a very com- 
mon miftake in the World. We look upon 
the feven Years of Infancy , as the life mere- 
ly of an Animal , to be fpent only in the en- 
tertainments of Scnfe : and as we ufe not to | 
yoak Calves , or back young Colts , fo we think . 
our Children are for a wliile to be left at the j 
fame, liberty , to have no reftraint put on any 
of their paffions. Nay many times we excite 
and foment them , teach Children to be an- 
gry and envious , proud and fullen , as if we 
feared their Natural Propenfions to all tliefc 
were too faint, and wanted the help of In- 

llitu- 
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ftitutions. But furely this is a great and per- 
nicious Error ; and this fuppofing Children 
to be fo long Brutes , is the way to make them 
fo longer. The Patrons of Atheifm make it 
a' moft conftant Topic in the difparagement 
of Religion , that 'tis owed to the prejudices 
infufed in the firft Infancy: 'twere to be wiflit , 
that this Objection might fo far be complied 
with , that the fear of God , the love of Ver- 
tue, and hatred of Vice, might have the 
firft pofTeflion of the Soul; and they be made 
to moderate their Paffions , as foon as they 
are in a capacity to have them excited and 
engaged. 

3^. And truly if we will obferve it, we 
may fee very early dawnings of reafon in In- 
fants, which would fooner come to abright- 
nefs , if we would betimes fet to the fcattering 
of thofe Paffions which eclipfe and darken it. 
A Child will quickly be taught to know what 

{)leafes or difpleafes a Parent, and by a very 
ittle taft of Reward or Punilhmenr will learn 
to do the one, and avoid the other : and when 
{ this is done, the Parent has gaind the funda- 
mental Point, That of obedience ^ and may 
fuperftruft on it what flie pleafes , and then 
'tis her fault if the Child be riot by eafie and 
infenfible degrees moulded into a right form. 
•Tis at firft all one to the Child, whether 
he name God in an Oath or in his Praiers ; 
biit a Mother by punilhing the one , and Re- 
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warding the other, will quickly bring him 
to know there is a difference ; and fo propor- 
tionable in other Inftances. As to tne way 
of Difcipline, it may not be amifs to obferve , 
that when there is occafion for Severity , its 
better to aw by actual Puniihment then Ter- 
ror , and never to make ufe of Infinit and In- 
vifible AfFrightments , the beloved methods 
of Nurfes and Servants ; fuch as are the me- 
nacing of Sprights and Mormo's , and leaving 
in the dark, that frequently make daftardly 
and timerous Impreffions , which a long Age 
fcarcely wears off. 

3 7. A fober fenfe of things , is to be im- 
prefled by treatable means ; and this well be 
done with mofl; eafe , both to the Parent aod 
Child , the fooner 'tis fet upon. The will of 
a tender infant , is hke its Limbs , fuppleand 
pliant, but time confirms it , and cuftom har^ 
dens it : fo that 'tis a cruel Indulgence to the 
poor Creature, to let it contraftmch Habits, 
which muft coll him fo dear the breaking , and 
dearer if never broken. And if this early cart 
be taken of the Infancy, 'twill much eafe die 
next part , that of the Childhood ; for where 
the finew in the neck is broken , where thena- 
tive Stubbornnefs is fubdued fo early, the 
Yoke will fit eafy , all fucceeding parts o( 
Pifcipline will come with more facility and 
profit. The care proper to this Age , is die 
inilru^iiing in all parts of ufqful Knowledg, 
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of which as the Divine , for the excellency 
both of its nature and its end , muft be firft 
ranked, fo ihould it be firft and moftinduftri- 
oufly cultivated, and by all endearing me- 
thods impreft , not only on the Underftand- 
ing , but the Heart. Piety and Vertue fliould 
be propofed to children as the moft amiable , 
as well as neceflary things , and they Ihould be 
invited not only to know , but love themj 

38, This part of Learning is equally 
competent to both Sexes , and therefore when 
the 5ons are removed from under the Mo- 
thers tuition, and fent to more public places 
of Erudition, her Province is ftill the fame 
as to her Daughters , to whom fhe fliould not 
only Preach, but exemplify it in her own 
Praftice, no Precepts penetrating fo much 
in Youth, as thofe that are fo inforced. 

^ And in order to this, I fliould commend to 

Mothers , the being as much with them as 

>N they can , and taking the perfonal Infpeftion 

\ of them ; not to turn them off wholy to Ser- 

* vants, no nor yet Governeflfes , butirequent- 

-^ ly themfelves to examine how they proceed 

^ in the Speculative part of Knowledg; and 

no lefs trequently exhort them to the Pra- 

dic. 

39. Marcus Cato would not let his 
Son learn of his Slave , as difdaining a Child 

.ihould own fo confiderable a benefit tofofer- 
viie a Perfon ; and if he thought the mere 
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teaching of G rammer too great a charge for 
fuch a one , furely the whole Inftitution of 
Youth is a much greater , it being that on 
which , not only a few outward Accompliih- 
mencs, but even their Eternity depends. The 
great Cofiielia Mother of the Gracchi^ and 
KAurelia the Mother of Auguflus , thought 
it worth their pains to be a Governefs. And 
the truth is , the Soul of a Child is a little too 
precious a Truft to commit wholly to the 
diligence and care of a mercenary Servant. 
Or if they do happen not to want thofe Qua- 
lifications, yet *tis very poflible they may 
Prudence , of which there is no finall degree 
requifite to the Inftrufting of Youth , too 
;rcat a rcmifsnels or feverity being equally 
leftruftive in that AfFair. And indeed be- 
fidcs thefc immediat , there are fome other 
collateral Benefits confequentto the Mothers 
performing that Office : 'twill bring her and 
her Children into an Intimacy and Convcr- 
fation , give her an acquaintance with their 
feveral Capacities and Humors; for want of 
which, many Parents have erred in their 
Conduft , one fort of Treatment being not 
fit for all Children, and the diftinguiihing 
that depending wholly on their difcernine 
their particular Tempers, which cannot well 
be done without fome converfe with them. 

40. Besides, by this they will be wit-- 
neflcs how they difpofe their Time , that they 

nei- 
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neither lofe it by doing nothing, nor yet 
mifemploy it by doing ill. And indeed there 
is fcarce any part ot the Parents care more 
important then this , Idlenefs being no farther 
removed from Vice , then a Caufe is from its 
immediat EfFed. Therefore if Children be 
permitted to trifle away their Time , they will 
'foon learn to trifle away their Innocence alfo. 
So that 'tis highly neceuary that they be pro- 
vided of a fiicceffion of Emploiments , that 
by the variety they may be infenfibly drawn . 
on. Nay methinks, it might very well be 
contrived that their Recreations might fom- 
times confifl of fuch ingenuous Exerciies ; that 
fJicy may at once both play and learn. 

41. There is yet another good efFeft of 
the Mothers prefence with the Children , 
( which is perhaps no lefs material then any 
of the former: ) 'tis, that by this aflbciating 
them with her felf , flie prevents the danger 
of worfe Society. Children, if the Parents 
allow them not their company , are necefla- 
rily call upon that of Servants , then which 
there is fcarce a greater danger that attends 
Youth. For bcfides that low fort of con- 
verfe debafes their Minds, makes them mean 
and fordid , it often corrupts their Manners 
too. Children, ufually not receiving more 
peftilent Infufions from any then fuch. Ser- 
vants that defire to ingratiate themfelves, 
and have no laudable quality whereby to do 

it. 
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it , muft fir ft indeavor to ingratiate Vice to 
them ; and then by their officious minifteries 
in that, have a ready way of introducing 
themfelvcs into favor. Perhaps , this will be 
thought to concern only the Mafculine part 
of Children , and that the Femal , who are 
commonly in a diftinft Apartment, and 
converfe only with her own Sex , are more 
fecure. But I would not advife Mothers to 
depend too much on that , for they are no 
furcr that their Daughters ftiall not con- 
verfe with Men , nay Men of the meaner fort 
too , then that their Maids and Attendants 
Ihall not do fo. And when *tis confider*d„ 
how apt thofe are to entertain , if not to in- 
vite Amours , 'tis not very probable the 
Room where they quarter fhall be inaccef* 
fible to thofe they affeft. And it were much 
fafer for Children to be in the muchjpublic 
concourfe of Men , then to be witncfTes and 
obfervers of the private Intrigues of fuch Lo- 
vers. The memories of Youth are very te- 
nacious , and if they once be tainted with any . 
indecent thing, will be apt to recoUeft it. 
'Tis therefore in this refpeftaveryufefulpart 
of the Mothers care , to make her felf com- 
pany to her Daughter , to prevent the dan- . 
gets of a more unequal and infeftious Con- 
verfe. 

41. But if this be ufeful in Childhood, 
'tis no lefs then neceflary in the next Period 

of 
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of their time ; when they arrive near the 
growth and age of Women. Then indeed 
the Mother ihould not only make them her 
<i;ompanions , but her Friends; allow fuch.a 
kind ,. yet modeft Freedom , that they may 
have a complacence in her Company , and 
not be temted to feek it among their Inferiors: 
That the belief of her kindnefs may fupplant 
the pretenfions of thofe meaner Sycophants , 
who by little flatteries endeavor to fcrew 
themfelves into their good opinion , and be- 
come their Confidents : then which there is 
nothing more mifchievous ; thofe private Ca- 
bals that are held with fuch , ferving only to 
render them mutinous againft their Parents ; 
thefe family Incendiaries , like thofe in the 
State and Church , Hill inculcating the one 
grand Principle of Liberty : a word To charm- 
ing to our depraved Nature , and efpecially 
to Youth, that they fliould not be trufted 
with fuch Lectures. Befides thofe intimacies 
are often Introduftions to worfe ; many fcan- 
<lalous Amours and unequal Matches having 
had their rife from them. It ihould therefore 
be the bufinefs of Mothers to prevent all fuch 
pernicious Leagues, by pre-engaging them 
in more fafe Familiarities , either with her felf , 
or fbme other , of whofe Vertue Ihe has reafon 
to be confident. 

43. But the moll infallible Security a- 
gainfl: this and all other Mifchiefs , is the bring- 
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ing them into an intimacy and converfation 
with their Maker , by fixing a true fenfe of 
Religion in their Hearts; if that can be ef* 
feftually done , 'twill fuperfede all other Ex- 
pedients. She that duly confiders flie is alwai^ 
in Gods prefence , will want no other In- . 
(peftor , nor will flie much need Monitors , 
who attends to the advices of her own Con- 
fcience. Neither will it only tend to the ft-, 
curing her Innocence , but her Reputation 
too; it being one part of the Chriftian Law; 
to abftain from all appearance of evil ^ iThefl! 
^. XX. to do things that are of good report y PhiL 
4. 8. fo that Piety is the one complete armor 
to defend botli their Vertue and Fame. And 
'tis extremely neceflary they fliould be fur- 
niflit with it, at this Age efpecially, when 
they do at firft enter into the World ; which 
we may well look on as a taking the Field , 
confidering how many Aflaults they are there 
like to meet with ; and if tliey go without 
this Armature, they may, none knows how 
foon, be incurably wounded: of which there 
want not many fad Inftances , fome whereof 
might probably have bin prevented , had the 
Parent taken care to have better fortified 
them. 

44. And indeed 'tis not a little fad to fee 
how much this their moft important Concern 
is neglefted. Many Mothers , who are nicely 
curious in other parts of their Daughters 
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breeding , are utterly inconfiderate of this. 
They muft have all civil Accomplifliments ; 
but no Chriftian. Thofe are excluded out 
of the Scheme of Education, and by that 
means lie under the prejudice of being not 
only unneceflary , but ungentile, below the 
regard of Perfons of Quality. 'Tis much to 
be feared, that this negled to ward their Chil- 
dren, is founded in a previous contemt of 
Piety in themfelves; yet I fuppofe *tis often 
increafed by a little Vanity they have of feeing 
them excel in fome of thofe exterior Qua- 
lities , which may recommend them to the 
humor of the World , upon the improving 
whereof they are fo intent, that more ma- 
: terial things are over-lookt. And when thofe 
are acquired , the pride of fhewing them be- 
traies them to other Inconveniencies. The 
Mother oft not only permits, but incites the 
Daughter to the opportunities of boaftinghet 
Excellencies, fends her fo oft abroad on that 
Defign, that at laft perhaps fhe cannot, when 
fhe would , keep her at home , as I believe too 
many have found, experimentally true. In 
a word, this Interval between Child-hood 
and Majority , is the moft critical Point of 
a Womans Life , and therefore fliould be the 
moft nicely and warily attended ; and a Mo- 
ther had need fummon not only all her care 
and diligence , but her prudence too , well to 
difcharge this part of her Obligation. 
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45'. I Shall not infift more minutely 
upon Particulars : I have in the former Sc- 
dion fpoken fomewhat of what 'tis fitthefc 
young Virgins fhould do and avoid; and 
whatever by that, or by any more exaftrulc 
appears their intereft or duty , 'tis the Mothers 
to fee it be not neglefted by them : but where 
Kindnefs alone will not prevail , to employ 
their Autority too , and by a difcreet mixture 
of each , fecure their obfervance by both the 
tenures of Love and Reverence. Yet I Ihall 
a little refleft upon one particular I mentioned 
before , I mean that of Marrying where they 
have averfion; which tho I there charged 
as the Crime of the Daughter, yet I muft 
here fay the original and more inexcufablc 
guilt is ufually in the Parents ; who are fome- - 
times fuch Idolaters to Wealth and Honor, 
that they facrifice their Children to them; 
a more barbarous Immolation then that to 
Moloch. For tho that were very inhuman, 
yet it had this alleviation , that the pain was 
iliort : but a loathed Bed is at once an acute 
and a lingring Torment ; nay , not only fo , 
but a temtation too ; fo that 'tis a Tyranny 
of a mod unlimited kind , extends its Effefts 
even to Eternity: and fure that Mother 
muft have very petrified Bowels, have loft 
all Natural Compaffion , that can fo impofe 
on her Child. 

^6. I 
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46. I Ihall add no more concerning this 
relation of a Mother , but only one Ihprt Ad- 
vice, That thofe who groan under the fru- 
ilration of their hopes, whofe Children [by 
any fcandalous misbehavior become the Ob- 
jcas of their Ihame and grief, would fober- 
ly coiifider , whether it have not bin fomc 
way owing to themfelves , either by negleft 
in their Education , or by their own ill Ex- 
ample. 'Tis ufually one , and fometimes both. 
They that upon recolleftion can aflure them- 
felves 'tis neither, may bear the Affliftion 
with much the greater cheerfulnefs ; but they 
that cannot , 1 am fure ought to bear it with 
much the more Patience and Submiflion, 
take it as Gods Le(?lure of Repentance , and 
look on their Childrens faults as the produft 
of their own. And becaufe Satisfaftion is an 
indifpenfible part of Repentance , they are 
with their utmoft indullry to endeavor the 
repairing thofe Ruins they have made, by 
recalling thofe to Vertue , who by their means 
have ftraicd from it. 'Tis true , the errors of 
Education , like a fubtle Poifon , do fo mix 
with the Blood , fo incorporate into the Hu- 
mors and Manners, that 'twill be very diffi- 
cult to allay their EfFefts ; and therefore the 
lefs they are themfelves able to do towards 
it, the more earneftly they muft importune a 
Higher Power. He who divided the Light 
from the Darknefs , can feparate the Effefts 

from 
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from the Caufes; and as he reftrained the na- 
tural property of Fire in the Cafe of the three 
Children, T>an. 3. fo he only can refcue their 
Ciiildren from that deftruftion to which their 
negligence has expofed them. But as to the 
influence their example has had , they may do 
fomething towards the redrefs of that , by fct- 
ting them a new Copy , making their own 
change fo vifible , fo remarkable , that they 
may have the very fame means of reclaiming, 
which there was of feducing them. And 
this is a piece of Juftice which feems to call 
aloud upon many Mothers. The irregularities 
of Youth could Hardly have grown to thepre- 
fent height , had they not received warmth 
and flielter from the practice of their Elders, 
which do's at once give encouragement and 
take off reftraints , the Motlier loofing not 
only her Autority , but her confidence toad- 
moniih or reprove. With what face can fhe 
require that ftrift and fcvere modefty of a 
young Girl , which fhe who Ihould be a Ma- 
tron will not praftice; or tie up the giddy 
wandring humor of Youth, within thofe 
bounds flie thinks too ftrait for her own ; and 
how ready a retortion will even Scripture ii 
felf afford for fuch an impofer? Thou that 
teacheft another , teachefi thm not thy felfi 
Rom. X. XI. Let it therefore be the care of 
all 5 Mothers xo live a perpetual Lefture to 
their Children , fo to ex-emplify to them all 
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Virtue and Piety , that they may contribute 
' fomething to their Spiritual , as well as their 
Natural Life; that however they may atleaft 
deliver their own Souls , and not have their 
' Childrens guilt recoil upon them as the un- 
happy originals of it. 

47. The laft relation of a Married Wo- 
man is that of a Miftrefs , the infpeftion of the 
Family being ufually her Province ; and tho 
£he be not lupreme there , yet Ihe is to im- 
prove her delegated Autority to the advan- 
tage of all under it. And her more conftant 
rciidence gives her more opportunities of it , 
then the frequent avocations of the Huf- 
band will perhaps allow him. St. "Paulfets 
it as the CaUing , and indifpenfable duty of 
the Married Women, That they guide the 
houfe, I Tim. 5. 18. not thinking it a point of 
Greatnefs to remit the menage of all Dome- 
flic Concerns to a mercenary Houfe-keeper. 
And indeed, fmce it has bin a falhionable 
thing for a Mafter to refign up his con- 
cerns to the Steward , and the Lady hers to 
the Governant , it has gon ill with moft great 
Families; whilft thefe Officers ferve them- 
felves inftead of thofe who employ them, 
raife Fortunes ,on their Patrons ruines , and 
divide the fpoil of the Family; the Houfe- 
liecper pilfering within doors , and the Bai- 
liff plundering without. 

48, Now to the well-guiding of the 

Houfe 
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Houfe by the Miftrcfs of it , I know no better 
or more comprehentive rule , then for her to 
endeavor to make all that are hers , to be Gods 
Servants alfo. This will fecure her of all thofe 
intermediat Qualifications in them, in which 
her fecular Intereft is concerned , their own 
Confciences being the belt fpy ihe can fet upon 
them as to their Truth and Fidelity , and the 
beft fpur alfo to Diligence and Induftry. But 
to the making them fuch, there will need 
firft In(lrucl:ion , and fecondly Difcipline. It 
is a ncceflary part of the Rulers care to pro- 
vide that none in their Family fhould want 
means of neceflary Inftruftion. I do not fay 
that the Miftrefs fliould fet up for aCatechift 
or Preachers ; but that they take order they 
Ihould be taught by thofe that are qualified 
for the Emploiment- And that their furnifh- 
ing them with Knowledge maynotferve only 
to help them to a greater number of ftripcs , 
Luke IX. 47. they are to give them the op- 
portunities of confecrating it by Praier and 
Devotion; to that^nd to nave public Divine 
Offices in the Family ; and that not by flatts 
or accidents (when a devouter Gueft is to be 
entertained, and laid by when a profane) 
but daily and regularly, that the hours of 
Praiers may be fixed and conflant as thofe of 
Meals , and ( if it may pofTibly be ) as much 
frequented ; however that towards it ftie give 
both Precept and Example, 
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49. A Chriftian Family fhould be the E- 

pitome of a Church ; but alas how many a-* 

mong us lie under a perpetual Interdid : and 

yet not from the uiurpation of any Foreign 

Power , but from the irreligion of the Dome* 

ftic ? One may go inco divers great Famihes , 

: and , after fome flay there , not be able to fay 

that the name of God was mentioned to any 

other purpofe then that of Blafphemy and 

" Execration; nor a Text of Scripture , unlefs 

\ in Burlefque and profane Drollery. And fure 

\ we. need not wonder at the univerfal com- 

\ plaint that is now made of ill Servants , when 

■ we refleft upon this ill jgovernment of Fami- 

\ lies. They that are fu&red wholly to forget 

i their duties towards God , will not alwaies 

\ remember it towards Man. Servants are not 

^ fuch Philofophers , that upon the bare ftrength 

^ of a few Moral Inftinfts they will be ver* 

^. tuous : and if by a cuftomary negleft of all 

, things Sacred, tney are once taught to look at 

J nothing beyond this World , they will often 

^ find temtation enough here to difcard their 

honefty , as the moftunthriving Trade. And 

^ indeed when the awe of Religion is quite taken 

^ off from the vulgar , there will fcarce any 

^ thing elfe be found to keep them within any 

j tolerable bounds ; fo that 'tis no lefs impolitic 

^. then profane to flacken that Rein. 

. 50. But it is not only thelntereft, but 

the Duty of all that have Families , to keep 
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up the cftecm and pradlice of Religion in 
them. Twas one of the greateft Endearments 
. of Abraham to God, Tnat he would command 
bis houjhold to keep the way of the Lord ^ Gen. 
1 8. 19. And Jojhua undertakes no lefsfor 
the Piety of his Houihold , then him , k^s 
for me and my houfe , we willferve the Lord, 
Jof. X4. ly. And furc 'tis but reafonable , that 
where wc our felvcs ow an Homage , we fhould 
make all our dependants acknowicdg the fame. 
Befides , it is a juftice in refpecft of them ; for 
where we entertain a Servant , we take the 
whole Perfon into our care and protection , 
and are falfe to that underraking , if we fuffer 
his Soul , the moft precious part of him , to pe- 
rilh. And God, who keeps account even of his 
meaneil: Creatures , will not patiently refent 
fuch a neglc(^ of tliofe who bear his own 
Image , and were ranibmed with as great a 
price as their Mafters were, for there ism 
rejf^eit offa\(ons with God, Eph. 6. 9. 

5«, Bur when Piety is planted in a Fa- 
mily « *cwill foon wither, if it be not keptia 
vigor by Difcipline: nay, indeed to have 
Servants iVemingly devout in the Oratory, 
and vet reailv licentious out of it, is but to 
civucrc ones Houfe into a Theater , have a 
play of Religion, and keep a fetof Adors 
oiUy tv> pcrfonate andrepreicnt it. TTisthcic- 
lotc iKcelVarv to enquire hoMr tfacjr behave 
thcmlcKes when they are ofiT the Stage; whe- 
ther 
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thcr thofe hands which they elevate in Praier, 
are at other times induftrioufly applied to 
work ; or thofe mouths wherewith they there 
blefe God , are not elfewhere filled with Oaths 
and Curfes, Scurrilities and Revilings: in 
a word , whether that Form of Godlinefs be 
not defign'd in commutation for Sobriety and 
Honefty. . Indeed the Governors of Families 
ought to make a ilri(% InfpeAion into the 
manners of their Servants , and >vhere they 
find them good , to affix fome fp^cial mark of 
Favor, by which they may both be encou- 
raged to perfevere, and others to begin; but^ 
where they find tliepi vicious ; there a$ emi:^ 
nently to difcountenance , fevercly to admo-> 
nifh them, .and ufe all fit means for their re- 
claiming , and when that feems hopelejfs » to 
difmifs them , that they may not infeft ti^e rell. 
A little leven , faith the Apoftle , levenetb the 
whole lumpiy Gal. 5*. 9, andoneilliervant(lik^ 
a perifht, tooth) will be apt to corrupt his 
fellows. 'Tis therefore the fame in Families 
that it is in jsnoft public Communities , where 
feverity to the ill is mercy and proteftion to 
the reft ; and were houfes thus early weeded of 
all idle and vicious pierfons, they would not 
be fo over-grown , nor degenerate into fuch 
riide wildernefTes , as many ( nay I fipar mofl ) 
great Families now are. 

yx. B u t as fttvants are not to be tolerated 
in the negleiH: of their duty^ fo neither are 
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they to be defeated of any of their dues. Ma- 
fters are to give to their fervants , tliat which 
is jujf and equals Col. 4. i. And fure 'tis but 
juft and equal that they who are rational crea- 
tures ihould not be treated with the rigor or 
con tern t of brutes : a fufficient and decent 
provifion , both in ficknefs and in health , is 
a juft debt to them , befides an exa<^ perfor- 
imance of thofc particular contrads upon 
which they were entertained. Ldban had fo 
much of natural juftice , that he would not 
take the advantage of Jacobs relation to him 
to make him fery e him gratis , Becaufe thou 
art pry h'ctherjhouldft thou therefore firve me for 
nought i tell me therefore whatJhaU thy wages 
be: Gen. x^. 1^. But alas now adaies where 
fervants have bin told , nay exprefly articled 
for their wages, 'tis with many no eafy thing 
to get it: nay 'tis thought by fome Mafters an 
infolence , a piece of ill manners to demand 
it; and when they have worn out a fervant, 
they either pay him not at all , or with the 
fame protraction and regret , which they Ao 
their Tailors for the old Clothes they have 
caft off. I fear there are many inftances of 
this , efpecially among great Perfons ; it being 
a received Mode with too many of them to 
pay no Debts to thoft who are too mean to 
conteft with them. But however they may 
ruffle it out with Men , it Will one day arraign 
tiiem befcfre God as nioft injurious'OpprefTors ; 

there 
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there being no Crime of that kind more fre- 
quently or more feverely branded in Scri- 
pture , then this of the detention of the Wages 
of the Servant and Hireling. Befides , this 
example of Injuftice , wherein the Servant is 
pailive , is often tranfcribed by him in afts of 
fraud and deceit, and he is apt to think it but 
an equal retaliation, to break his Truft where 
the Matter breaks his Covenant ; and when 
he once attemts to be his own Pay-mafter , 
'tis not to be doubted but he will allow him- 
felf large Ufe for the forbearance of his Wages ; 
fo that the courfe is no lefs unprofitable to the 
Mafter , then unjuil and diihonorable. 

53. I am not fure 'tis alwaies in the Wives 
power to prevent this or any of the former 
faults in the manage of the Family. For her 
autority being but fubordinate , if the Huf- 
band who is lupreme fufpend her Power , he 
do*s by that vacating her rule , take 00* the 
duty confequent to it; fo that what I have 
faid , can be obligatory to none that are fo 
impeded : but to thofe who can either do it 
themfelves , or perfwade their Husbands to 
it » the omiflion will be their fin : all the pro- 
£inenefs and diforder of the Fi^tmily will be 
charged upon their account, if it came by 
their default. 

, 5*4. Anp this methinks, is a Confidera- 
tion that may much mortify one ufiial piece 
of vanity , I mean , that of a multituae of 
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Servants. We fhall all of us find burthen e* 
nough of our own perfonal mifcarriages , and 
need not contrive to fetch in more weight 
from others. And in Families 'tis generally 
obfervable, that the bigger tliey are, die 
worfe ; vice gains boldnefs by numbers , is 
hatched up by the warmth of a full Society; 
and we daily fee People venture upon thofe 
enormities in confort, and in a croud, which 
they would not dare, did they think they 
flood fingle. Befides , the wider the Province 
is , tlie more difficult it is well to adminifter 
it; and in* a heap of Servants many faults 
will fcape undifcern d : efpecially confidering 
the common Confederacy there is ufually a- ' 
mong them, for the eluding of Difcipline: 
fo that what the Wife Man fbeaks of not dc- 
firing a multitude of unprofitable Children, 
I think may be very well applied cB Servants , 
whofe unproiitablenefs ufually increafes to^ 
gether with their number. I have now run 
thro the fevcral Obligations confequent to 
the Married . State , wherein even upon this 
very curfory View , there appears fo raaoy 
Particulars , that if they were all duly atten- 
ded , Ladies need not be much at a lofs how 
to entertain themfelves , nor run abroad in a 
Romantic Queft after Foreign Divertifements , 
when they have fuch variety of Engagements 
at Home. 

SECT. 
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Of JVidows. 

I . ^nr^ H E next ftate which can fuccecd 
X to that of Marriage , is Widow-hood , 
which to it fuperfedes thofe Duties which 
we terminated merely in the perfon of the 
Husband, yet it endears thofe which, may be 
paid to his Afhes. Love is Jtrong as "Death \ 
Cant. 8. 6. and therefore when it \^ pure and 
;enuine , cannot be extinguifli*d by it , but 
lurns fike the Funeral-Lamps of old even in 
Vaults and Charnel-houfes. The conjugal 
Love tranfplanted into the Grave ^ ( as into 
a finer Mold) improves into Piety, and 
laies a kind of facrcd Obhgation upon the 
Widow, to perform all offices of refpeft 
and kindnefs which his remains are capable 
of. 

X. N o w thofe Remains are of three forts , 
his Body, his Memory, and his Children* 
The moft proper expreflion of her love to 
the firft , is in giving it an honorable Enter- 
ment^ I mean not fuch as may vie with the 
Poland Extravagance ( of which 'tis obfer- 
ved , that two or three near fuccceding Fu- 
nerals ruin the Family) but prudently pro- 
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portion'd ' to his Quality an3 Fortune , fo < 
that her Zeal to his Corps may not injufc 
a Nobler Relic of him , his Children. And ^ 
this decency is a much better inftance of her 
kindnefs , then all thofe Tragical Furies where- 
with fome Women feem tranfported to- 
wards their dead Husbands , thofe frantic 
Embraces and Careffes of a Carcafs , which 
betray a little too much the fenfuality of 
their Love. And it is fomething obfervable, 
that thofe vehement PafTions quickly exhauft ! 
themfelves , and by a kind of Sympathetiie ! 
Efficacy , as the Body (on which their affc- i 
<^ion was fixt) molders, fo do's thatalfo; 
nay often it attends not thofe lefurely de- 
grees of didblution , but by a more preci- 
pitate motion, feems rather to vanifhthes 
confume. 

3. The more valuable Kindnefs therefore , ; 
is diat to his Memory , endeavoring to embalm \ 
that , keep it from periihing ; and by this io: 
nocent Magic ( as the Egyptians were wont 
by a more guilty ) flie may converfe with the 
Dead , reprefent him fo to her own Thoughts » 
that his Life may dill be repeted to her: 
and as in a broken Mirror the refra(^ion mul- 
tiplies the Images , fo by his diffolution , eve- 
ry hour prefents diftinct Idea'-s of him ; fo 
that fhe fees him the oftner , for his being 
hid from her Eies. But as they ufe not to 
embalm without Odors , fo fhe is not odj 

to 
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. to prefervc , but perfume his Memory , render 
it as fragrant as ihe can , not only to her felf, 
hut others » by reviving the remembrance of 
whatever was Praife-worthy in hirp, vindi* 
citing him from all Calumnies and falfe Ac- 
cufations^ and ftifling ( or allaying ). even 
true ones as much as ihe can. And indeed 
a Widow can no way better provide for her 
own Honor, then by this tendernefs of her 
Husbands. 

4. Y X T there is another Expreflion of it , 
inferior to none of the former , and tliat is the 
letting fuch a value upon her relation to him , 
as to do nothing unworthy of it. 'Twas the 
dying charge oi Augufim to his Wife Ltvta . 
Behave thy felf well ^ and remember otir Mar- 
riage. And ihe who has bin Wife to a Perfon^ 
of Honor , muft fo remember it ,' as not to do 
any thing below her felf, or which he (could 
he have forefeen it ) ihould juftly have bin 
alhamed of. 

y. The laft Tribute ihe. can pay him, is 
in his Children. Thefe he leaves as his Proxies, 
to receive the kindnefs of which himfclf is 
uncapable ; fo that the Children of a Widow 
may clame a double portion of the Mothers 
love ; one upon their Native right , as hers ; 
the other , as ^ bequcft in right of their dead 
Father. And indeed , fmce me is to fupply 
the place of both Parents , 'tis but neceilary ihe 
ihould put on the AfiediQns of both, atul to 

G g the 



X34 THE LADIES CALLING. PARt.lL 

>■ ] i ■ ■ ■ I I 

th^ tendernefs of a Mother , add the care and 
conduft of a Father. Firft, in a fedulous 
care of their Education : and no* , in a pru- 
dent managery of their Fortunes ; an order 
that is fomtimcs unhappily inverted , and Mo- 
thers are fo concerned to have the Eftate pro- 
fper in their tuition , that the Ciiildren cannot ; 
whiift ( by an unfeaibnable Frugality ) to . 
fave a little Expence , they deny them the ad- 
vantages q{ an Ingenuous and Gentile Breed- 
ing ; fwell their Eftates perhaps to a vaft 
Bulk , but fo contr aft and narrow their Minds, 
chat they know not how to difpofe them to 
any real benefit of themfelves or others. And 
this is one of the mod pernicious Parfimonies 
tmaginable, A Mother by this feems to a* 
dopt the Fortune, and abdicate the Child » 
who is only made the Beaft to bear thofe loads 
of Wealth Ihewill lay on, and which ihe evi^ 
dently owns as the greateft Trefure , fince in 
tendernefs to that me neglefts him* 

6. Y E T fomtimcs the fame EfFcft fprings 
from asother Caufe , and Children are ill bred , 
riot becaufe the^ Mother gnjdges the charge , 
but out of a Feminine fondnefs , which per- 
mits her not to part with them to the proper 
places for their Education. Like Jacob to 
JBenjnmik • her Soul is fo bound up in them , 
thatrflie cahnot lend them a Vvhile even to 
their own moft neceflary concerhis. And this 

thb Jtdt ib ignoble a motive as the other ,^ is 
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of no lefs mifchief , at lead to her Sons , who 
being by it confined to home, are confequent- 
ly condemned to be poifoncd ( if with nothinj 
elfe, -yet) with the flatteries of Servants an( 
Tenants , who think thofc the bell expedient 
to fecure their own ftation. And with thefc 

• 

the young Mafter or Landlord is (o blown up , 
that as if his lyianors were the confines of the 
World , he can look at nothing beyond them ; 
fo that when at laft he breaks loofe from his 
Mothers arms and come abroad , he expeftd 
fcarce to finc^iis Equals, much lefs his Betters ; 
thinks he is ftill to receive the fame fawning 
adorations which he was ufed to at home : 
and being pofleft with this infolent expefta- 
tion , hie will fcarce be undeceived , but at 
the price of many Affronts : nay , perhaps he 
may buy his experience with the lofs of his lifej 
by his iltmanners drawn on a Quarrel , where- 
in he finally periihes. That this is no im- 
poflible Suppofition , fome unhappy Mothers 
have found to their unfpeakable afflidion. 

7* 'T I s not to be denied , but there are 
alio dangers confequent to the breeding 
Children abroad , Vice having infinuated it 
felf even into the places of Erudition , and 
having not only as many , but-the very fame 
.Academies with Vertae and Learning , fp 
that the extreme depravation of the times new 
ftates the Queftion , and we are not to con- 
fider which is beft , but which is the lead ill 

Gg X dif- 




THE LADIES CALLING. Part. II. 



difpofure of Children. And in that competi- 
tion furc the home Education will be call; 
for there they n^ay fuck in all the Yenem , 
and nothing of the Antidote , they will not 
only be taught bafe things , but ( as I before 
oblerved ) by the bafeft Tutors , fuch as will 
add all the moft fordid circumftances to the 
improving of a Crime. Whereas abroad they 
are firfl; not like to meet with any whofe in- 
tereft it is fo much to make them vicious. And 
fecondly , they may ( as ill as the World is) 
meet with many who may gi^ them both 
Precepts and Examples of a better kind. Bc- 
fides the Difcipline ufed in thofe Commu- 
nities make them know themfelves ; and the 
various forts of Learning they may acquire, 
will not only prove ufeful divertifement (the 
want of whif h is the great fpring of mifchicf ) 
but will, if rightly applied, furnilh them with 
Ingenuous and Vertuous principles ; fuch as 
may fet them above all vile and ignoble pra- 
<ftices. So that there feoms a confpiration 
of motives to wreft the child from the rcJuft- 
ing Mother , and to perfwade her for a while 
to deny her felf that defire of her eies thatfo 
he may at laft anfwer the more rational defire 
of her heart. • 

8. As to the oth«r part of her Obligation, 
the managing of their Fortune , there is the 
fame rule for her as for all other perfons that 
have a Truft , vi;&. to do as for memfelves ; 

that 
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that is , with the fame care and diligenct (if 
not a greater) as in her own jp6cuiiar Con- 
cern. I do not fay that ihe mall confound 
the property , and make it indeed her own , 
by applying it to / her pectltfiar ufe , a thing 
I fear which is often done , efpecially by the 
gaier fort of Widows , who to keep up their 
own Equipage , do fometimes incroach upon 
their Ions peculiar. And I wifli even that 
(tho bad enough) were the only cafe where- 
in it were done : but 'tisfomtimes to make her 
a better prize to a fecond husband. She goes 
into another Family , and as if ihe were a 
Colony fent out by her fon he mufl: pay for 
the planting her there : indeed the on: re- 
peating this injury , has advanced it now in- 
to a cuflom, and the; management of the 
Minor's Eftate is reckon'd on as part of the 
Widows fortune. But 1 confefs I fee not 
what there is in the title of a Mother , that 
can legitimate her defrauding her child; it 
rather envenems the crime , and adds Unna« 
turalpefs to Deceit. Befides'tisaprepofterous 
fort of guilt. Orphans and Widows are in 
Scripture lihk'd together as objefts of Gods 
and good mens pity , and of ill mens oppref- 
fion, and how ill alas do's civil 'War look 
among fellow-fuiFerers '? The widow to in- 
jure the Orphan is like the uncooth oppref- 
iion Solomon fpeaks of, Trov. a^. 3 A foor 
man that ojfreffeth thepor U like a Jweeplnf^ 

ram 
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raift which kaveth no food. Such kind of ra- 
pines are as exceifive in their degrees , as pro- 
digious in their kind : and I beUeye there are 
many inftances of fons , who have fufFercd 
more by the Guardianfliip of their Mothers , 
then they could probably have done by the 
outrage of Strangers. 

9. How well fuch Mothers anfwer their 
Obligation to their dead Husbands , I muft 
leave it to their own Confciences to difcufs; 
I fliall only offer them thefe lleps of grada- 
tion by which to proceed. Firft that Inju- 
ftice of any fort is a great fm. Secondly 
that when 'tis in a matter of truft ; 'tis compli- 
cated with Treachery alfo. Thirdly that of 
all trufts thofe to the dead have alwaies bio 
efteemed the moft facred. If they can find 
liny allay to thefe by the two remaining cir- 
cumftances, that *tis the truft of a husband, 
and the interefl of a child , I ihall confefs 
them very fubtil Cafuifts. 

10. I have hitherto fpoke of what the wi- 
dow ows to her dead husband ; but there is 
alfo fomwhat of peculiar Obligation in re- 
lation to her felf. God-who has placed us in 
this World to purfue the interefts of a better, 
direfts all the fignal afts of his Providence 
to that end, and intends we ihould fo in- 
terpret them. So that every gteat change 
that occurs^ is defigned either to recall us 
from a wrong way> or to quicken our paces 
w.' . in 
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in the right; and a Widow may more thcii 
conjcfture , that when God takes away thd 
mate of her bofom , reduces het to a foli- 
tude, he do's by it found a retreat from the 
lighter jolHties atid gaieties of the Worldl 
And as in compUance with civil cuftom flic 
immures her felf , fits in darknefs for a while ; 
io fhe ihouM put oh a more retired temper of 
mind , a more ftrift and fevere behavior : 
and that not to be caft off with her veil , but 
to be the conftaht drefs of her widow-hobdl 
Indeed that State as it requires a great fobrie^ 
ty and piety, fo ir affords many advantages 
towards it. The Apoftle tells us , thatjfpe 
who is married careth for fh^ things of the 
fVorld^ how Jhet^fkafe her husband^ i.Con 
7. 3 4. There are many things which are but 
the due compliances of a Wife, whicfeyet 
are great aw>cations , and interruptions bf a 
ftrift Devotion; when flie is manumitted 
from that fubjeftion, when fhe has lefs of 
Martha's care of fkrving^ flie 'i.s then at' li- 
berty to chufe iferyV />/^r? , Liik,io,4i. Shtf 
has her time and her fortune at herowrfconi-^ 
mand , and confequently may niuch more a-) 
bound in the works both of Piety and Gbar 
rity. We find God himfelf retrenched thg 
wives power of binding her own foul , Nni^: 
30. Her vows were totally infignifi cant with-' 
out her husbands confirmation ; but the wi* 
4ow might devote her felf to what dqgreSi 
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ihe pleafed ; her Piety has no feftraint from 
any other inconfiftent obligation, but may 
fwell as high as it can. Thofe hours which 
were before her husbands right, feem now 
to devolve on God the grana proprietor of 
our time : that difcourfe and tree converfe 
wherewith flie entertain d him , ihe may now 
convert into colloquies and fpiritual enter* 
courfe with her maker ; and that love which 
was only human before, by the change of its 
objeA acquires a fublimity^ is exalted Jnto 
divine : from loial duty and conjugal, affe- 
^ipn becomes the eternal works and happi^ 
nefs of Angels ^ the ardor of a Cherubim. 
Thus may me in a higher fenfe verify Sam- 
ffms riddle , Jud. 1414. /^•^ hony out of a car- 
cafsy make her husbands Afhes (like tliofe of 
the Heifer under the Law, /jfe^. 9.13.) her 
purification: his corruption , may, help to put 
on incorruption , and ner lofs of^a temporary 
comfort may inflate her in an eternal. 

II. And as her felf, fo her fortune may 
alfo be confecrated : and indeed if ihe be , 
that will alfo: if flie have made an efcape 
out of Egypt J there Ihall not a hoof be left 
behind her, Exod. 10. x6. no part of her poA 
feflions will be affigned to vanity and excefs. 
She who hath really devoted her felf to Pie- 
ty f faffed andpraied with Anna , Luk. x. 3 7. 
\vill alfo be full of good works and alms-deeds 
with Takith^y Ads 9. 36. Thus ihe may be 
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a mother when fhe ceafes to bear ; and tfao 
ihe no mote enereafe one Family , fhe may 
fupport kldnyl And certainly the fertility 
bfthewbnib , is not fo valudble as this of the 
bowels : Fruitfblnefs can be but a happinels, 
Compailibii is a verttte. Nay indeea 'tis a 
greater and mor& eertain/hAppirtefs \ a child 
is not brought forth bur^itli pangs and an- 
guilh , but a work of Mercy is prpdut'd not 
ionly with eafe , but delight; Behdeis , fhe that 
bears a Child, knows not whethbr it may prove 
!a Bleffing or a XTurfei But Charity gives cer- 
tain title to a Bleffing ,and engages the mofl 
iblvent Pajr-mifler , even Godhirafelf , whb 
owns all fuch disburfments as a loan to him. 
He that hath Pity upon the Poor ^ iendeth unto the 
£/>rd : and tkat which hfi path given , lidUhef^ 
him again ^ ProV:i^;i7. 

IX, There was in the Primitive times 
an Ecdfcfiaflical Order of Widtfws i which 
St. Taul nSentions j i Tim y. wlibfb whdlfe 
Miniftry wa^ devoted to Charity. They werfe 
indeed of the j>odrer fdrt ; fit rather tb receive 
then give ;Alms ; yet rthe lefs' they could d6. 
with their Purfes , thefffltowi wTis required of 
iheir PtrfohSv the hui^bler^»flkes oiwajhin^ 
Jhe Saint J fekt , the - cafefab task of bringing 
up childreWy and a diligent- ^^/^ir^/i^r^ on every 
gf^d^wcrk. Ahd'fure there is parity of Rea- 
ibn , that thofe who upon the fcore of their 
WealdLv exemt theniielvf s from thofe L^ori- 

H h <v^^ 
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4nis Sccvkes , ihould commute £or it by moie 
Liberal Alms. In the warmth and 2eal of" 
Chriitianity Women of the higheft Quality 
performed both fortsof Charity , focgoc their 
Greatnefk in their condefceniions » yetafSim'd 
it again in their Bounty; founded Hoipitals t 
and yet with a lah$rofkvf.^s the ApojQtle ftyles 
it , Hib;. 6. lo. difdainVl not fomtim«s to fcrve 
itL them. But tfaefe arc Examples not like 
to foe tcan^ib'd in our daies , Greatnels is now 

Srown- to iiich an uaweildinefs that it cannM 
:oop^tho to the moit Chriitian Offices , and 
yet caA^ as little foar up in any Monificenc 
Charities : . it . fhiids like NtMchadnes&zars 
Golden Image, a val): bulk j6nly.to be a* 
dor'd. 

i3v Nov certaiAly/ if any Women be 
qualified to avert this.reproch, itmuftbcthc 
DowageM of grdat ; Families and Fjortunes: 
they have none to comtoul theit Vifits to die 
Sick and AffliAed vQttQ r^fent ajdifpatacemear 
from .their Humility ; neithct fcave^oiey an 
account to give of their Po(!e0ions to any but 
God and theftifelvefiir; 7 to him 'iUre^they can 
bring none fo lik« to procure them the £ulc^ 
of weii dme thw good and fmthfif^tt firva^ ^ 
Matth:t%i XI. as a Catalogue of ; their Alms. 
Nor indeed can they any other .way difpofe 
their : Fortune fo n^ucfai to their owik content- 
ment; they may poffibly cloy: and fadate 
theiir.ienfes» make providon for theflefli ; but 

:.\: that 
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that no wa^ iatisfi^ tbeir reafon > . mudi lefs 
their Confcietice. The Soul , which is the 
fuperior pair, is qutteleft out in that diftri- 
batiott ;. nothing is communicated to it hut 
the guiit of thole deiur bought £xcej(}es. The 
oniy way it has to be a &arer in their Wealth , 
is by a diafitable difpenfing. The poor are 
it's Proxies as well as Gods, and tho in all other 
refpeAs we may fay to the Soul , as the TJalmifi 
do's to God, 5P/2r/. 16. %. wy goods extend 
f$bt t^ thee I yet by this way, it becomes not 
only a partaker , but the chief prc^rietor , 
and aU ii laid out for its ufe. The harboring 
an out^caft , builds it an everlafiing habitation , 
Lnk. 16. ^. the clothing the naked , arrays it io 
f tire wljtte linen , Rev. 19. 8. and the feeding 
the hungry , makes it a gueft at the fuf per of the 
Lamb , v. 8. Nay ^ it gains not only an indc- 
feifible title to thefe ha^py Reverfions , but 
it has a great deal in prefent pofleiiion , a huge 
rational Complacence in the right applying 
of Wealth, and doing that with it, for which 
'twas defign'd. Yet more, it gives a fenfitive 
delight , nothing being more agreeable to hu- 
man nature , then the doing good to its own 
kind. A feafonable Alms leaves a greater ex- 
ultation and tranfport in the Giver , then it 
can ordinarily raile in the Receiver; fo ex- 
emplifying the Maxim of our Blefled Lord , 
that \% is a more blejfed thing to give then to 
receive^ Aft. xo. J5. This indeed i$ a way 

Hh ^ x.c^ 
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to elude the fevere denunciation of the Apo<p 
ftle , I Tim. 5. 6. ^ widow that liveth in tlii§ 
flejkre^ knot dead whileftjhe liveth , but on the 
"contrary , ihatl live when ihe dies ; when flie 
irefigns lier Breath , fhall improve her being : 
the Praiers of the Poor , like a benign gale » 
Ihall aflSft her flight to the Region of Blife; 
and fhe who has here cherifhed the affli^ed 
Members , ihall there be indifTolubly united 
. to their iGlorious Heiad. 

If. And now methinks Widow- hodid, 
und^r this afpe A , is quite tcansform'd , is not 
fo forlorn , fo defolate' an eftate as it is iifually 
efteem'd. And would all \Vidows ufe but 
this expedient , thus devote themfelves to Pie- 
ty arid Charity , it would , like the healing 
Tree, Exod. if-xf^ fweeten thefe. Waters of 
Marah , render the condition not only fup- 
portable , but plefarft ; and they would not 
need to make fuch affrighted , fuch difkdvan- 
tageous efcapes, as many do, from it. Tis 
true , the ApofUes affirmation is unqueftion- 
ablc , that the wife , when her husband is dead, 
is at liberty to he married tho whom Jhe w'tUy 
I Cor. 7. 39. But the advice he fubjoins is 
authentic t6o , jhe is happi&r if jhe Jo abide^ 
Siie that may folace her felf in the Society, 
in the Love of her iGod , ' makes an ignoble 
defcent to human Embraces ; ihe that may 
purchafe Heaven with her Wealth , buys a 
very dear Bargain of tl^e beft Husljand on 

^i '' Eartft. 
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Earth. Nay indeed , upon a meer feculaf ac- 
count , it feems not very prudent to relinquiih 
both Liberty and Property , to efpoufe at the 
beft a, Subjedion>,but perhaps a Slavery : it a 
little refembles die mad FroUicks of freed 
Gally-Slaves , who play away their Liberty 
as foon 9S they regain it. 

i6. Makki AGE is fo great an adventure, 
that once feems enough tor the whole life; t 
for whether they have bin profperotis or ad«- 
verfe in the firil , it do's almoft difcourage 
a fecond attemt. She that has had a good 
Husband , may be fuppofed to have his Idea 
fo fixt in her Heart , tjiat it will be hard to 
introduce any new Form : nay farther , {he 
may very reafonably doubt , that in this com- 
mon dearth of Vertue , two good Husbands 
will fcarce fall to one Womans ihare , and 
one will become more intolerable to her , by 
the refledions ihe wiU be apt to make on 
the better. On the other fide , if flic have' 
had a bad , the fmart fure cannot but remain 
after the rod is taken ofF ; the memory of 
what flie has fufiered fliould methinks , be ^ 
competent caution againft new adventures. 
Yet experience fliews us that Women (thp 
the weaker fex ) have commonly fortitude 
enough to encounter and bafHe all thefe conr 
iiderations. It is not therefore to be expeft- 
ed that many will by anv thing that hath or 
can be laid be diverted from reniarrying : and 

in- 
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iadetd ihc that do*s not preferve her Widow- 
hiMdapontheiiccoima ron>mcntioncd, may 
perhaps better celinqinih it. Sc ^omI we fee 
advifes that thofe fruiows who found no bet- 
ter emploiment then going from bon/i tnhia^^ 
that grew by ^ their vacancy to be tatters and 
bufy bodies , I Tim. f. 1 3 . ihoaid marry again , 
it being the beft way to fix thefe wandring 
Planets , to find them bufineis of their own 
at home, that fo they may not ramble a- 
broad to intermeddle with that of others. 
And the truth is ^ they that cannot brook 
the retirednefs and gravity which becomes 
a Widow, had better put themfelves in a 
date that lefs requires it ; and if they refolve 
not to conform their minds to their condi* 
tion , to bring their condition to their minds. 
But in the doing ths^t there will be fome cau« 
tions very neceUary to beobferved. I fhall re- 
duce them to tw^o , the one relating to the time , 
the other to the equality of the match, 

16. First in refpen of time, common 
decency requires that there be a confidera* 
ble interval between the parting with one 
Husband and the chufing another. This has 
bin fo much obferved by Nations that were 
at all civiliz'd , that we find Kuma made it 
a Law , that no Widow fhould marry under 
ten months , and if any did ihe was to facri- 
fice as for the expiation of a crime. And this 
continued in fof ce many Ages after , info* 

** much 
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mtnch that when ttpott reaibttscf State c/^ 
^i^/btf fbuihd it ttfeftti to imanry his (ifter Ofi^i^- 
-z^i^i to JntoMtui^ nothing lels-then a Decree 
o£ ' the Sctt9Xt could lieenfe the. antidpating 
the dime^ fo Jeali^us <;rf)fenrer» were they of 
this. \>oiAt of Civility « that ihey thottgh the 
whole State was eofltiemed ki the violation. 
Tis true we haventf LsfW inthe'cafe, butwe 
We fpttiewhat of Cuftom: I kn^w not how 
long we fiiaU have v fince the frequent brea- 
ches' of.it threaten ^ite t» ieaned it: yet 
a Woman t|iar iS" tender of het honor will 
fcarde^^ire her estaji»t>le towards the refcind- 
ing 4t< -The wocindi 6^ grief aire feldom he&l^d 
by :3iiy Aand butthat of time,, add therefotk 
too <iud«lien 4i ei£re ihews the hurt pierc'd 4idt 
dMpii'^aindi iheichtft^in mbkeh€¥ mournings 
Veil iflin optic oo dvaw i new 'Lover nearer td 
her' fights eivdy eiiiie to fitted the fables 
wecffftsU' without. • " : "" •-•:>•' .? -•••■• 

i^jifFifB next: dJiing confldetabk is the 
equality of the- htanch. Marriage isi fo, c\cf(t 
a Urik; 4Jiat t(^have itealy; 'tis good to have 
the pattAcs as bveh proiportioffed as niay bier. 
And fitOi'm refpe*^ of Quality 'and Fortune ; 
*^ to 1p^»(«ibc dierefbould be^noismineritdif- 
pnwoettoia. ' Thofe' that meec tAoft upon a 
ibm ;><}a»e lddEt( fiibjeift to thofe upbraidings 
thatr oftieit attend i great d^ent of either 
piatcy; >It is therefore no prudent motive » 
oyi Which iomc widows are ^ai'd who m»- 
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ry only for a great Title ; who often do not 
meet with fo much of ob'eilance from (Iran- 
gers, as they do with contemc from their Huf- 
band and his Relations. There have bin 
examples of Lords , who have fiied rich , bur 
inferior Widows like fpunges , fqueez*d them 
tp fill themfelves. with their Wealth , and 
them only with the air of a big name. Oti 
the other fide iot a W^ttian to marty very 
meanly and too much below her felf , is ra- 
ther worfe ^ thofe kind of matches aire ordir 
narily made in a transport of paflion » and 
when that abates and leaves her to fober re- 
iile^ions , ihe will probably be fo angry with 
her felf , that ihe will fcarce be weU pl^ed 
with her Husband. A ftate of fuhjefifDn is 
a little fweetoed by the :w<>rtb and : digninr 
of the Kuler .: for as it is more honoridble ; fo 
'tis alfo more eafy , the ferviler fpirtts being 
of all others the moil imperious id commao£ 
And fure 'twUl not a little grate a Woman of 
honor, to think fhe 6aiS mage fuch a Q6e her 
:Ndfl^? > "who perhaps would before have 
thought it a preferment ,to have bin her fer^ 
yant. Nay farther, fuch Marriages hayAoam- 
mpnly an ill cefle<^ion on the Modefty of the 
Woman , it being ufually pireOkm'd that.w^^ 
jthe diftance was 10 great ^ jUsXo difcsourikge twA 
san attemt on his part ; iche^e was fonie invi* 
tatipn on hers. So that upon jtllfjatcoiints 
ihe is very forlorn who thus difpofe^ of hfit 
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felf. Yet 'tis too well known fuch matclies 
have ofc bin made , and the fame levity and 
inconfideration may betray others to it ; and 
therefore 'tis their concern well to ballad their 
minds , and to provi4e that their Pallipn never 
get the afcendant over their Reafon. 

1 8. Another very ncceflary equality 
is that of their judgement as to Religion. I do 
not mean that they are to catechize ^ach 
other , as to cyery minute fpeculative point : 
but that they be of the fame profeflion , fo as 
to join together in the worfHip of God. It is 
furevery uncomfortable that thofe who have 
fo clofely combined all. their other interefts, 
ihould be difunited in the greateft ; that one 
Church cannot hold them , whom one houfe, 
one bed do's ; and that Religion which is in it 
felf the mod uniting thing , ihould be the only 
difagreement between them. I know 'tis ott 
made a eompa^ in fuch matches , that neither 
ihall impofe their opinion upon* the other : 
yet Ir doubt 'tis feldom kept , unlefs it be by 
thofe whofe carelefnefs of all Religion abates 
their zeal to any one. But where they have 
any earneftnefs in their way , efpecially where 
one party thinks the other in a damnable error« 
'twill fcarce be poflible to refrain endeavoring 
to reduce them ; and that endeavor begets 
difeutes , thofe difputes heats , thofe heats 
difgufts ».^ and thofe difgufts perhaps end in 
averiioa ; fo xkn at laft their afiedtions grow 
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4S uhrecoQcileable as their opinions » and their 
religious jars draw on domeftic. Bcfides if 
none of thefe perfonai debates happen , ,yec 
the eduction of the children will be matter 
pf difpttte ; the one parent will ftill be coun? 
termini ng the other, each feejsing to recover 
the others Proieiytes. Nay it introduces fa^ 
fftion into the inferior parts of the Family too : 
the Servants according to their dificrent per- 
fwafions bandy into k^ues and parties; fo 
frhat it endangers , if not utterly oeflroies all 
foncprd in Families : and all this train of mif- 
chiefs ihould methinks be a competent preju- 
dice ag^nft fvch matches. 

19. There is yet a third particular where^ 
in any great difproportion is much to be a- 
voided, and that is in Years. The humors 
of Y outh and Age difier fo widely , that ther^ 
had fi^ed b<^ a great deal of skill to compoie 
the difcord into a harmony. When a young 
Woman marries an old Man , there are com- 
monly jealouiles on the one part, and loathings 
on the other , and if there be not an eminent 
degree of difcretion in one or both , there will 
be perpetual difagreements. But dbis is a cafe 
that do's not often happen among thofe I now 
fpeaktQ: for tho the avarice of Parents fome- 
times fofces Maids upon fuch matches y y^c 
Widows who are their own chufers ieldom 
make fiich ele^ions. The inequality among 
fh^niiJWWIofllyiilUsentii?^^©^ and 
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old Women mmty young Meri: Indeed any 
Marriiage is in fuch , a folly and dotage; They 
who muft fuddenly ihakc their bols in th6 
duft , what ihould they think of a nlijgtia! 
couch? And to fuch the anfwer df dke Phi- 
lofopher is appofite, who being demanded 
what was the fitteft time for marryUig , re- 
plied , for the young !Mt yet » for ue old not 
at all. 

lo. But the dotage heciomes perfeA fren- 
zy and madnefs when they chufe young Huf- 
bands : this is an accumulation of abfutdities 
and conttadiAions. The Husbind land th« 
Wife are but one perloiit and yet at once 
young and old , freih and withered. Tis A 
f everting the iJecrees of Nisiture: and tliere^ 
fore 'twas no ill anfwcr which ©ift/jJ5^ii*th^ 
Tyrant gave his Mothef , who in her age de- 
(igned iuch a match , thit: tho by his- Regal 
l^ower he could difpenie wfdi pontive Laws^ 
yet he coiiild not abrogate thofe of Nattife^ 
or make it fit for her in old Woman to marry 
a young Man. 'Tii ifideed an inversion of 
Seafons , a con^undi ng the Calender ; ihakin] 
a mongrel month of .Mrfir ixiAJ>eciHfib€f* im 
the eonjUmSriofi proves ili £ital as ft -is'^prodi- 
gious ; It bciihg fcaiJec ever feen t\m itich a 
match proved) tolerably hiippy. And ihdeed 
'tis not imiagiHable how if flibttld ; fot ^foft 'tis to 
be prefttmed' that Ihethat lit^ries lb mUft mar- 
f y meanly. No young Wten who dd^SiHot need 
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her' fortune will take her perfon. For the 
ibme have the humor to give great rates for 
inanimate Antiquities » yet none will take the 
living gratis. Next ihe never mi0es to be 
hated by him fhe marries : he looks on her as 
his rack and torment , diinks himfelf under 
the lingring torture devifed by Mezentius^ a li- 
ving body tied to a dead. Nor muft fhe think 
to cure this by any tlie little adulteries of Art : 
ihe may buy beauty , and yet can never 
make it her own ; may paint , yet never be 
fair. Tis like enameling a mud w^ll , the courf- 
nefs of the ground will fpoil the varniih ; and 
die greateit exquifitnefs of drefs ferves but 
toilluilrate her native blemifhes. So that all 
Ihe gains by this is to make him fcorn as well 
as whor her. : , 

21. Inp££d tUere is nothing can be more 
ridiculous , then an old Woman gaily fet out ; 
and it was not unaptly faid of Diogenes to fuch 
a one ^^ If this decking be for the living , you 
are deceived ; if for die dead make haft to 
them ; and I doubt many young Husbands 
will be ready to fay as much. Nay becaufe 
Death comes not quick enough to part them» 
there are few have patience to attend its loi- 
tering p»ce : the Man bids adieu to the Wife 
tho t^to her fortune , takes diat to maintain 
his luxuries elfe* where , allows berfbmelitde 
annuity ^ and majkes her a peniioner to her 
own eftatc. So that; he has bis de£gn , but 

ftc 
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flie none of hers : he married for her fortune 
and he has it ; fhe for his perfon ^ and has \t 
not: and which is worfe^buies her defeat with 
the lofs of ail , he icommonly leaving her as 
emty of mony as he found her of wit. 

XX. And truly this is a condition deplo* 
table enough , and yet ufually fails even of 
that comfort which is the laft referve of the 
miferable , I mean Pity. Tis the Wife mans 
quellion , Ecclef. ix. 13. Who will fity a, 
charmer that ps bitten with a Serpent ? He 
might have prefumed lefs on his skill , and 
kept himfelf at a fafer diilance : and fure the 
like may be (aid of her. Alas what are her 
feeble charms, that ihe fhould expe A by them 
to fix the giddy appetites of Youth? And fincc 
fhe could fo prelume without fenfe , none 
will regret that ihe ihould be convinced by 
fmart. Be fides , this is a caffe wherfein there 
have bin a multitude of unhappy prefidents 
which might have cautioned her. He that ac- 
cidentally falls down an undifcovered preci-i 
pice is compafTionated for his difafter ; but 
he that flanas a great while on the brink of 
it , looks down and fees the bottom ftrew'd 
with the mangled carcalTes of many that have 
thence fallen ; if he fhall dehberately caft 
himfelf into their company , the blame quite 
extinguiihes the pity \ he may aftonifh , but 
not melt the beholders. And truly fhe who 
calls her folf away infuch a match s betraiei 

not 
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not lefi, but moie wiliulnds. How mai^ 
luifis of unhappy Women pident diemfelves 
to her, like the wracks of old Veflels, all fpiit 
upon this Rock? And if ihe will needs fteer 
her coutie purpofely to the lame, none 
ought CO grudg her the ih^nvrack ihe fo 
courts. 

X5« Nor has ihe only this negative dif- 
contort, to be deprived of pity, but ihe ^ 
loaded with cenfures and reproch. The Worid 
is tpt ehough to malicious errors « to fix blame 
where there is done, but 'tis ieldom guilty 
of the charitative, do's not oveiibok thefmall^ 
eft appearan(£ of evil , but generally puts the 
worft conftrudion on any ad: , tnat it will 
with any probability bear; add aclcording 
to that mefure Womed in thi$ condition can 
expcA no very mild defcants on them. In-^ 
deed fudi matches are fo deftitute of any ra- 
tional Plea , that *tis hard to derive them from 
any other motive then the ienfitive. What 
the common conje(5hires are in that cafe, is 
as heedlels as it is unhandfodi"^ to declare : t 
will not lay how true they are ; but if they be , 
k adds another reaibn to the former, whyfuch 
Mattiages are fb improfperoils. All diftdr- 
tions in Nature are ufually ominous ; and fute 
iiich preternamral heats in Age, may very 
Weil be reckon^ as difmal Pr^fages , and very 
certain ones too, fmce they create theruinfi 
riiey fbce^telL And truly Ms not only juft, 

but 
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but convenieilr, that fuch ^Motives ihoukl 
be attended with fuch Coofequences ; thai 
tlie Bicternei^ of the one, may occafioa feme 
reflexion on the Soididnds of the pthor. 'Ti$ 
but kindly , th^t hfih an Alhallontid? Spring, 
ihould meet with Frofls, ^nd the unpidantt 
neis of the Event chaftife the uglinefs of the 
Defmn; and therefore I think thofq that are 
confaous of the one, ihould be h far fix)m 
murmuring^ tliat they Ihould be very thank- 
ful for the other • think it; Gods difcipline 
%Q boring them again to their Wits ; and not 
repine at that miatt which themfetves have 
made necefHuy. 

04, And now I wilh all the Ancienter 
Widows could ferioufly weish how tnuch 'tis 
tlieir Incereft not to iever thofe two Epithets; 
tlwt of Ancient tliey cannot put off, it daily 
grows upon them ; and that of Widow is fure 
a more proport;ionable adjunft to it, then 
tliat of Wife; cfpecially when it is to one 
tp whom her Age might have made her Mo- 
ther. There is a Veneration due to Age, if 
it be fuch as difowns not it felf , Tht hoarn 
head , hits Solofmn ^ is a crown of glory ^ if it Be 
found in t he wi^ of righteoujnefi , Prov. id. 3x. 
but when it will mix it felf with Youth , it is 
difclaimied by both , becomes the ihame of the 
Old , and^ the fcorn of the Young. Whjte 
a ftrange fury is it then which pofleflcs fuch 
Won^e^ > that when they may diipoie their For* 

tunes 
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tunes to thofe Advantageous Defigns before 
mentioned , they fhould only buv with them , 
fo undecent , lo ridiculous a ilayery ? that 
when they may keep up the reputation of Mo- 
defty and Prucfence, they (hould expofe them- 
felves to an Univerfal Contemt for the want 
of both ? and that they who might have had 
a Reverence , put themfelves even out of the 
capacity of bare Compaffion ? 

xf. T H I s is fo high a Frenzy , as fure 
cannot happen in an inftant ; it mud have 
fome preparatory degrees , fomc rotting in 
the conftitution and habit of the mind. Such 
Widows have fure fome lightnels of humor, 
before they can be fo giddy in their Brains , 
and therefore thoie that will lecure themfelves 
from the Efled , muft fubftrad the Caufe ; 
if they will itiU be wiihii^ themfelves yooiif, 
'tis o3ds but within a while ifaey will perfwade 
themfelves diey are fo. Let them therefore 
content themfi^kves to be old^andasFafhions 
are varied with Times ^ fo let them put on 
the Ornaments proper tho their Seafbn, which 
are ricty . Gravirv • and Prudence. Thefc 
will not* only be ^beir Ornament , but their 
Armor t>M T this will gain diem fuch a Re- 
XtTcncc ^ that will make it as improbable they 
<h«%uld be adaulttd . as impoffiue they fhould 
atV^ttlt. For 1 think one may iafely (ay , it 
i.< the ^i-ant of <4ic or all of dKife , iraioibfi 
inica WomcA co fuch Manijse& 

a6. And 
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^6. And indeed it msty be a matter of 
Cautioii , even to the younger Widows , not td 
let themfelves too much loofe toaHghtlroIic 
Humor, which jjerhaps they will not be abte 
to put ofFj when it ii moft neceflaiy they 
ihould. It will not much invite a feber Man 
to marty them while thcfy arc yoiing ; arid it 
it continue with them till they ate f)ld, it may 
(as Natural-Motions ufef) grow mot* tiolent 
towards its end: precipitate theftf iMo that 
ruinous Folly, we have before confiderM. Yet, 
Ihould they happen to fcape that, lliould it 
not force them from their Widow-h6od , it 
will fure very ill agree with it 2 for how pre- 
ppfterous is it for an old Woman to delight 
in Gauds'and Trifles , fuch as were fitter to en* 
tertaih her Grand-children? to read Rc«nan- 
ees with foeftacles ^ and be at Maiks'^Dari^ 
cings , when Ihe id frt only to aft-tKfe Antics? 
Theie are contradtftiojis to Nattire , the tear- 
ing off* her Marks ; and\<rKere flie Has Wift fifty 
or fixty , to lefTen ( beVond the proportion 
of the urtjuft Steward) and ^ite iixteetf. 
And thofe who tbusr manage tiheir Widow- 
hood ;-• have nfore rcafon to bewail it at la{t 
then at ^rft, as hay%more expei^entally 
found tlie'mifchidF"^ HSemg left to'tfeeir owfl 
Guidancd. It will th'tiefore cbiieerti therii 
sill to put themfclVi^ "ttftder a Mer Gondti'ft; 
by an afliduous D^Bticw to render thcmfelveii 
up to the leadin;g^ of tlitf one tn&lfible Guide, 

K k ^W 
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who if he be not a covering of theeiesj Gen. 
xo. i6. to preclude ail fecond Choices, may 
yet be a light to them for difcerning who are 
fit to be chofen; that if they fee fit to ufe 
their liberty and marry ♦ they may yet take 
the Apoftles reftriftion with it, i Cor. 7. 40. 
that // be only In the Lord^ upon fuch fober 
Motives , and widi fuch due Circumftances 
as may approve it to Him , and render it ca* 
pablc of his BenediAion. 



TheClofe. 

1. T Have now gone tliro both Parts 0/ 
JL the p;f9pos'd Method. The former has 
prcfcntcd thofe Qualifications wiiich are 
equally ncccflary to every Woniaii. thefe, 
as a Koott icnd fap and: vigour to the diflincl: 
l^randics , ;4nimatc and impregnate the feveral 
fucicdivc. States thro whicli Ihe isto pals. He 
that hacU> pure Ore or Bullion,, may cafl it 
i mo what Form beft fits his ufe , nay may tranf- 
Jace it frpm one to another; and Ihe who 
has that Mine of Y irtues , may fumiih out any 
■Condition; her being good in aa abfolute 
confidenuion ^ will certainly make .her fo in 
a relative. On the other {ide , fiie who has 
iu>t tuch a Stocky cannot keep up the Honor 
of any State; like combed liquor, emty 

it 
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it from one VeiTcl to another, it ftill infefts 
and contaminates all- And this is die caufe 
that Women are alike coniplainVloif: under 
all Forms , bccaufe fo many want this Fun- 
damental Vertue. Were there more good 
Women , there would be more mpdeft Vir- 
gins , loyal and obedient Wives , and fober 
Widows. 

X. I mud therefore intreat thofe who 
will look on this Traft , not only to fingle 
out that part which bears their own Infcripti- 
on, but that they think themfelyes no lefs 
concerned in that which relates indefinitely 
to their Sex ; endeavor to pofTels themfelves 
of thofe Excellencies, which ihould be as 
univerfal as their Kind : and when they are fo 
ilored with Matter, they may leave Provi- 
dence to diverfifie the Shape , and to aflign 
them their Scene of Aftion. 

3. And now, would God it were as eafic 
to perfwade , as it is to propofe ; and that 
this Difcourfe may not be taken only as a Gar 
zet for its newnels , and difcarded as foon as 
read; but that it may at kafl: advance to the 
honor of an Almanac , be allowed one Year 
ere it be out of date : and in that time , if fre- 
quently and ferioufly confulted, it may per- 
haps awaken fome Ladies from their ftupid 
Dreams, convince them that they were font 
into the World for nobler purpofes,. then only 
to make aUjcdeGliKeriiiginiti^hkeaComet , 
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to give a Maze , and then difzmeu. And 
truly , if it may operate but fo nr as to give^ 
them an effedive lenfe of that, I fliali tmni; 
it has don them a confiderable Service. They 
may , I am Aire from that Prmciple , deduce 
all neceffary Confequences , and I wiih diey 
would but take the pains to draw the Corol- 
laries; for thofe Inductions they make to 
themielves , would be much more efficacious 
then thofe which are drawn to their hands. 
Propriety is a great endearment : we love to 
be Profelytes to our felves ; and People oft 
refill: others Reafons , who would upon mere 
partiality pay reverence to their own. 

4. B u T befides this , there would be an* 
other Advantage , if they could be but got to 
a cuftom of confidering , by it they might 
infenfibly undermine me grand Inftrument 
of their mine. That earelefs incogitancy, 
fo remarkably frequent among all , and not 
leafl among Perfons of <^ality , is the fource 
of innumerable Mifchiefs ; 'tis the ^alilab , 
that at once lulls and betraies them ; it keeps 
them in a perpetual Sleep , binds up their Fa-f 
culties, fo that, tho they are not extinft , 
yet they become ufelefs. TlaUxxicd to fay, 
J hat a man ajleep was good formotlnng z an^ 
'tis certainly no Icfs true of this Moral drou- 
finefs then the Natural. And as in Sleep die 
fency piily is in motion, fo thefe inconfi- 
derate 'Pfdbns do r^thec dr^m. itben .dif- 
^ - courij; 
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coutfe, caiwrtain Uttl^ trifling Images of 
things which are .prefented by their $tn{t^ 
hut know not how to cpnverfi? with thek 
Reafon. So that in this drpufy flate, all 
temtatioris com^ on them with the fame ad- 
vantage , with that of a tbAef in the night j 
a Phrafe by wJiich the Scripture expreffes 
the moft inevitable unforofeen danger, x 
Thejp. 1^. z. We read in Judges , howeatfily 
Laijh become a prey to a itandfvd of Men^ 
merely becaufe .of this fupinc negligent hu* 
mor of the Inhabitants , which had cut them 
off from all intcrcourfe with any who might 
have fuccor'd .them, , Jvd,i%. zy, 2.8. Andcer^ 
tainly it gives no lefs opportunity to our fpi^ 
ritual Afl^ilant , leaves us naked and unguard;^ 
cd to receive all their Impreflions. How pro- 
digious a thing is it then , that this ftate of 
dulnefs and danger ftiould be affeftedly cho^ 
fen ? yet we fee it too often is ; eyen by 
thofe whofe Qualities^and lEducation fit them 
for more Ingenuous Eledions ; nay , which is 
yet more riddle , that very aptnefs difenables , 
fets them above what it prepares them for. 
Labor is lookt on as utterly incompatible 
with Greatnefs , and confideration is lookt on 
as a labor of the mind ; and there arefome La- 
dies who ifeem to reckon it as their Preroga- 
tive , to be exemted from both ; will no 
more apply their Underftandings to any fe- 
irious Difcuflion , th9n tJ^eip Hftftds to the 
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Spindle and DiftafF; the one they think pe- 
dantic, as the other is mean. In the mean 
time , by what ftrange mefures do they pro- 
ceed ? they look on Idiots as the moll deplo- 
rable of Creatures, becaufe they want rea- 
fon; and yet make it their own excellence 
and preeminence, to want the ufe of it; 
which is indeed fo much worfe then to want 
the thing, as floth is worfe then poverty, a 
•moral defe6: then a natural. But we may 
fee by this , how much civil and facred E- 
flimates differ: for we find the Bereans com^ 
mended , not only as more diligent , but as 
more noble too, A£ts \y. n, becaufe they 
attentively confider^d , and ftriftly examin'd the 
^o^rine preach' d to them. By which they may 
difcern , that in Gods Court of Honof , a ftu- 
pid Ofcitancy is no ennobling Quality , hoW" 
ever it comes to be thought fo theirs. 

5'. And if this one point might be gainU, 
if they would but fo far aftuate their Reafon , 
as deliberately and duly to weigh their Inte- 
reft , they would find that fo ftrictiy engaging 
them to all that is Vertuous , that they muft 
have a very invincible refolution for ruine, 
if that cannot perfwade them. And I hope all 
women are not Medea? s ^ whom the Poet 
brings avowing the horridnefs of that faft, 
which yet flie refolv'd to execute • They are 
generally rather timorous , and apt to ftartat 
the apprehenfion of danger } let them but fee 

afer- 
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a ferpcnt tho at a great diftance , they will 
need no homilies or ledures to beperfwaded 
to fly it. And fure did they but clearly dil^ 
cern what a fling there is in thofe vicious 
follies they embrace , their fear would make 
th^m quit their hold , put thern in fjich a trem- 
bling, as would like x^i'^toiBelJ/ja^zars^ flackT 
en their, joints ,: and, make thdfe things drop 
from them , whvch before they mofl: tenaci- 
oufly grafped. Foi; indeed in; fin there is -a 
conlpitapion of all that can be dreadfuU to a 
ratio nal.being , fo that one may give its com- 
pendiurti by the very reverfe of that which^ 
the A po file gives of Gpdlinefs , , j 77i». 48 . for 
as the one has thepromijes , fo the other has the 
cm^tsofthis life ^^ndofthat to come. 

6. I N: this life eVe.rjr depray M aft ( much 
mor€ -h^bit) h^s a. black fhadow; attending 
it : it eaf]: one inward^ :Upon , th^ confcience. 
in uncQji\fortal)ie jkljjferaidings,. and regrets; 
■Tis true indeed fome have the art todifguifc 
tjiat ta th^mfelves :by rfiafting ^ a .yet- dar^if ^ o- 
yer it,rl:qppreffij6|^3]ilfjl>ofe relii^^ by aa 
indiiflripusftup^^iftri':, making their louls 
fo perfeft night, tha|;.tliey c^anatvffethQf^ 
black iiftages; :the^r^:.Gonfcie^c;eg^repreienr4 
By? as tlii$.rendej?iijli^ir .conditi^^^^ but the 
more wrjetched, tfp;iieither cm rii^y blind o^, 
thcrs thoskty do themfelyes. ' Vipcfijarfts »:4ar4i 
fhadqw: o^twatdsixtqo , rapt : fuc;^ as giay coo- 
teal WtvJ^fttpayi i$fi ilif^ndA^:^^^^ 
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ftadows indreafe in dti&eftftbn , grow to a 
toonftrofity atid= difpropAi^icxn , fo the lotige* 
any ill hafbit is continued , the more Tifible, 
the nlore defoi'm'd it appiears, draws more 
obfervation and more cemurc. 

7. T w E R E indeeid endlefs to reckon up 
the temporal evils to which it expofes its vo- 
taries* Imnlodefty deftrbies their feme , a 
vaine Prodigality their fortune , Anger makes 
them mad , Pride hateful ♦ Levity renders 
them defpis^d 5 Obftihacy defperate , and Ir- 
religion is a complication of aUthefe, fills up 
their mefure both of guilt and wretchednefs- 
So that had vertue no other advocate ^ her ve- 
*y Antagonift would plead for her: the mi- 
lerable confequences of yict ,- would like tk 
flames of Soadm , fend a:ll confider ing pferfons 
to that litle Zoar ; which how defpicable fo- 
6ver it may have appeared before , caftnotbut 
look invitingly, wherifkfBtyis infc^'donits 
gates.. 

- ». B \i f it niuft inftriifty mei:^ dd fo if 
mey pleae tb open -a-V4ftis» into the other' 
World, make ufc of 4iviB(S^ pefl^6^ive* to 
Sifcerii tfeofe' diftant objSifts which their grof* 
fer (bnfes do hgr^ iiite^c^f. Thfete thfcy «ij«y 
kt the diftiial GataftiiephS of their Come- 
dfcs;, tiiie iftife/aWe iflyeffieh o€ all <titistwful 
or uiibbi^i'd j).leluii?e4- ; tfcfeife that Pi«ypBc- 
tfe hieHsfce cofiternftiff ;B^ftw ^hich we 
find , ReHrei. i-S. f\ Wiff W lit^talfy ^ Vftrifea 
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Upon every unhappy fbul , According isjbe ex- 
alted her felf ana Lived delicatly y J^nmcbtbe 
more tribulation give her ; the torm ettt of that 
life will bear proportion to the pride and Iut 
xuries of this. It will therefore be ncceflary 
for thofe who here wallow in plefures , to con- 
front to them the remembrance of thole rivers 
of Brimftone , and ask themlelves the Pxiophets 
r« queftion , who can dzvell with everlajlingbum^ 
ings? We find Efay^ when he denounces hut 
temporal judgements againfl the daughters of 
Zion , exaftly purfues the Antithefis ; and to 
every part or their effeminate delicacy he op- 
pofes the direft contrary hardihip, inflead 
oijweetjmells , there jhall be afiihk / injteadofa 
girdle , a rent ; inftead ofwellfet hair , baldnefs; 
inflead ofaftomacher , a girding with fackcloth ; 
and burning inftead of beauty. Efay 3 . -4^. 

9. It were well the daughters oioViT Ztan 
would copy out this lecture , and prudently 
fore-fee how every particular fin or vanity of 
theirs will have its adapted puniihment in an- 
other World. And fure this confideration 
well digefted , muft needs be a forcible expe- 
dient to cleanfe them from 2[\filthinefsoffieJb 
andjpirit^ as the Apoftle fpeaks . 2 Cor' 7. r. 
For it is poffible for her to cheiifli and blow 
up her libidinous flames hfere ^ 'V^ho confidcrs 
them but as the firft kindlings ^ thofe incx- 
tinguifliable ones hereafter? Can fhe make it 
her iiudy to pleafc hera'ppetitey thatremcm- 
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bers that Dives's unintermitted feaft ends in 
as unailaied a third ? Or can fhe deny the 
crumbs of her table to that Lazaruf , to whom 
ihe fore-fees fhe fhall then fupplicate for a drop 
of water ? In fine can Ihe lay out her whole 
induftry, her fortune, nay her ingenuity too , 
in making provifion for the flelh , who con- 
fiders tha^: tnat flefh will more corrupt by pam- 
pering , and breed the worm that never dies ? 
Certainly no woman can be fo defperately 
daring , as thus to attaque damnation , re/iu; 
her reafon and her fenfe , only that ihe may 
ruine her foul; and unlefs fhe can do all this, 
her fore-fight will prove her efcape , and her 
viewing the bottomlefs pit in Lansfkip and 
picture , will fecure her from a real defceur 
into it. 

lo. Bur now that thisTraft maynotmaAe 
its exit in the fhape of a Fury, bring the me- 
ditations to Hell and there leave them , it muft 
now at lafl fhift the Scene , and as it has fhew'd 
the blacknefs of vice by that outer darknefs to 
which it leads , we alfo will let in a beam of 
the Celeftial light to difcover the beauty of 
Vertue ; remind the Reader that there is a 
Region of Joy as well as a place of torment , 
and Piety and Vertue is dbat milky way that 
leads to it ; a ftate , compared to which the 
Elvjmm of t]jLe Heathen is as inconfiderable 
as it is fiditibus, the Mahometan Paradife as 

Hat and as iniipid as it is grofs and brutifh ; 

where 
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where the undertaking of the Pfalmift ihall 
be completely anfwer'd, thofe that fear the 
Lordjhall want no manner of thing that is good , 
Pfalm. 34. io. And this happy ftate is as ac- 
ceffible as excellent. God is not unfincere in 
his propofals , offers not thefe glories only to 
tantalize and abufe us , but to animate and 
encourage mankind. He fets up an invi^ 
ting prize ; and not only marks out , but le- 
vels the way to it ; makes that Qur duty 
which is alfo our plefure , yea and our honor 
too. So has he contrived for our eafe , that 
knowing how hardly we can divert: our vo- 
luptuoufhefs and ambition , he puts us not to 
it : all he demands is but that he may chufe 
the objeft. And in that he is yet more oblir 
ging, for by that at once he refines andfatif- 
fies the delires. He takes us off indeed from 
the fulfome plefures of fenfe , which by their 
grofnefs may cloy , yet by reafon of theip 
emtiriefs can never fill us : and brings us to taft 
the more pure fpirituil delights which arc 
the true elixir of PlefureS^ in e6mparifon 
whereof all the fenfual are but as the dregs 
or feces in an extraftion \ after the fpirits are 
drawn off In like manner he calls us from an 
afpiring to fhofe pinnacles of honof\, where 
we alwaies fit tottering and often fall down , 
but yet invites us jco foar higher, where. wc 
iliall have the Moon with all her viciffitudes , 
and changes under our feet ^ Rev. ii. i. and 
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enjoy a ^andcur as irreverfibic as Iplendid 
II. Thus do's he Ihc.v us a way to hallow 
our moft unfanctified afFecHons ; thus , ac- 
cording to the Prophefie of Zecbariah , may 
bolinejs be 'UTtt nen upon the bells cf the harfes , 
Zee. 14. 10. upon our moft brutal inclina- 
tion ; and thus may all thofe feminine Paf- 
fions , which now feduce Women from Vertuc , 
advance them in it. Let her that is amorous , 
place her love upon him who is (astheSpoufe 
tells us , Cant, 5. 10. J the chief eft among ten 
tbonfandi (he that is angry turn her edg a- 
gainft her fins; fhc that \s hauchty , difdain 
die Devils drudgery ; Ihe that is fearful , dread 
him who can dejiroy both Body and Soul in Hell, 
Matt. f. 28. and ihe that is fad » referve her 
tears for her penitential offices. Thus mav 
they confecrate even tlieir infirmities; and 
tho they cannot Deifie , or ereft Temples to 
them , as the Romans did to their Paflions , 
nay their Difeafes; vet after they are thus 
cleanfed, they may iacrifice them as the Jews 
did the clean Beafts in the Tabernacle. OnJy 
Irrcli^ion and Profanenefs is exemt from this 
Pri vilcdg , no water of Purification can cleanfe 
it or makfc it ferviceable in the Temple; that 
likethcfpoilsof ^mr^, is fo execrable , that 
i t m I! ft be devoted to deftruftion , as an accurf 
ed things , J of. 6. 1 7. For tho God do's not defpifc 
the work of his own hands , hath fo much 
k'lndnck to his Creatures, that he endeayors 

to 
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to reduce atl our native inclinatiQiis to'theii: 
primitive reftitude; and therefope do's i|<i^ 
abolifh , but purifie them ; yet Athdi^ is none 
of thofe ; 'tis a coimterblaft from Hell , inoph 
pofition to that mighty wind in which the 
Holy Spirit defcended. Tho the fiibjed: in 
which it fubfiftsmay bcrefprm*d> theperfou 
may turn Chriftian » and the wit that main- 
tained its blafpheniQus paradoxes maV be coii^ 
verted to holier ufcs : yet the quajlity it fcif 
is capable of no fuch happy Metamorphojfis ; 
that muft be extirpa^ted , lor it cann^be made 
tributary. Which ihews how tranfcendent 
an ill that is which cannot be converted tQ 
good. Even that Omnipotence whicH can oujt 
of the very (tones raife children to Abraham.^ 
attemts not any tranfmutation of this ; which 
ought thcrefoxc to poifefs all hearts With a de- 
teflarion of it , and advance them.in anearnefl: 
purfuit of all the parts of Piety! 

IX. And that is it which I would no\y 
once more ( as a. farewell exhortatioil ) coni- 
mend to my Female Readers , as that which 
vertually contj^ins all other Acpomplifliments. 
'Tis that pearl in the Gofpel jFor which they- 
ipay part withal!., at](d make a good bargaiQ 
too. The fear of thei^X^crd is the beginning nf 
wifdom, faies the wileft of n^en, ^rov. i. 7. 
and by his experience he Ihews that it is the 
completing end of at too; for he no fobner 
dechnM from that, but he grew to dotage 
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and difhbnor. Let all thofe therefore to whom 
God has difpenft an outward affluence , given 
them a vifibte ftendor in the eies of the world , 
be careful to lecure to themfelves that honor 
which comes from God only^ Joh. 5'.44. uriite 
their fouls' to that fupreme Majefty who is 
the fountain of true nonor: who in his be- 
llowing the Crown of righteoufnefs proceeds 
by the fame mefurfes by which he difpofed the 
Crowii of 7/r^^/, when he avow'd to Samuel 
that he lookt not the eutward appearance but 
beheld the heart , Sam. 16.7. If God fee not his 
own Image there , all the beauty and gaiety 
of the outward form is defpicable in his eies , 
like the apples of Sodom only a kind of painted 
'duft. But if Piety be firmly rooted there, they 
then become, like the Kings daughter , all glo- 
rious Within too ; a much more valuable bra- 
very then the garment of needle work and ve- 
Jlure of Goldy Pfalni. 45^. 14. And this is it 
that mufl enter them into the Kings Palace, 
into that new Jerufalem , where they Ihall not 
tvear , but inhabit V earls and Gems , Rev. x 1. 19. 
be beautiful without the help of art or nature , 
by the mere reflexion of the Divine bright- 
ncfs ; b6 all that their then enlarged compre- 
henfions can wifli , and infinitly more then 
they can here imagine. 

FINIS. 
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